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WELCOME TO WINTHROP HARBOR
Who says winter needs to be dull and dreary? In Winthrop Harbor there is plenty to
do for residents of all ages! Take a stroll in the climate controlled Schlader Recreation Center… play some basketball, join a community sports league, go ice fishing at
our beautiful lake front… learn Tae-Kwon-Do… and so much more.
If you are new to the community, Welcome! The living is great in Winthrop Harbor,
and we encourage you to take advantage of all our village has to offer. Stop by Village Hall or visit us on-line at www.WinthropHarbor.com for information on the numerous programs available to our residents. There are also plenty of opportunities to
become involved in your community. It’s all good in Winthrop Harbor!

FUN FAIR INCLUDES GAMES & PRIZES!
Boys & Girls, Moms & Dads, Grandmas & Grandpas… get ready for a great time at
Winthrop Harbor’s annual Fun Fair, on Saturday,
Feb. 23rd at the Schlader Recreation Center. From
11am to 4pm this will be the place to be for lots of fun
and excitement! You’ll enjoy nearly 20 different games,
including The Wheel, Basketball Shoot, Balloon Darts,
Cake Walk (win a cake!), Pop Toss, Gold Fish (win a
fish!), Mouse Race (win a mouse!), and many others to
test your skills. We’ll have a Moonwalk for kids of all
ages to bounce in, and raffles for chances to win great
prizes. Our General Store will be filled with goodies for a fair price, plus refreshments will be available from the kitchen.
Parking and event admission is FREE, and tickets for the games are only 25¢ each.
Mark your calendars for Feb. 23rd and bring the whole family to this year’s exciting
Fun Fair!

Village Ordinances may
Be viewed online at
www.winthropharbor.com

Volunteers Needed-

Village Hall will
be closed on:

Learn CPR & AED at Your Fire Dept.

—

January 1

For New Year’s
—

January 21

For MLK, Jr. Birthday
—

February 18

For President’s Day

Interested in helping with this year’s Fun Fair? Volunteers
are needed for Friday setup and Saturday event day. We also need cakes for the popular Cake Walk. If you’d like to help, please call (847) 746-3505 and thank you!

The Winthrop Harbor Fire Department encourages everyone to learn life savings skills at their CPR / AED training sessions. Training is FREE for village residents and only $30 for non-residents. For complete details, see the
Fire Department article on page 5 of this newsletter. Then sign-up today!

Village of Winthrop Harbor
830 Sheridan Road
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096
Phone: 847-872-3846
Fax: 847-872-0639
E-mail: info@winthropharbor.com Web site: www.winthropharbor.com

- VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dr. Michael Bruno, Mayor
Julie Rittenhouse, Village Clerk
- Board of Trustees Trustee

Department

Buddy Hargett

Com. Development

John Levin

Parks & Recreation

Robert Marabella

Public Works

Dana McCarthy

Police / EMA

Richard Robards

Fire / EMS

Fritz Weiss

Finance

- Village Departments Administration

Julie Rittenhouse, Director
Community Development

Pat DiPersio, Director
Fire / EMS

Justin Stried, Chief
Finance and H.R.

Lisa Shaw, Director

Parks & Recreation

Scott Fuller, Director
Police / EMA

Joel Brumlik, Chief
Public Works

Tim Neargarder, Director

(847) 872-3846
(847) 872-8699
(847) 872-5957

Residents Invited to Meeting at Village Hall
A representative from Congressman Schneider’s office will be at the Winthrop Harbor Village Hall on Thursday, January 10th from 9am to 11am.
The purpose of this meeting is to answer questions from local residents.
Village Hall is located at 830 Sheridan Road (corner of Sheridan Road and
9th Street.) All residents are welcome to stop by and speak with the Congressman’s representative.

Pay your Water Bill On-line!
Public Works and Village Hall would like to remind all residents that water/
sewer bills can be paid online. This service, available 24/7, is quick and
easy and allows payment by your credit or debit card of choice. The service
also allows you to see your past bills and monitor your water usage
over time. To use the system simply point your phone or tablet
camera at the code at right and you’ll be taken directly to the payment login page. Or you may find it at www.winthropharbor.com.
Water/sewer bill payments made by check may be dropped into the 24/7
drop-box located outside the Village Hall entrance at 830 Sheridan Road.

(847) 872-3846
(847) 746-3505
(847) 872-2131
(847) 872-5275

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911
Harbor Shores newsletter, Volume 22,
Issue 1, JAN-FEB-MAR 2019. Published
quarterly by the Village of Winthrop Harbor, 830 Sheridan Rd, Winthrop Harbor,
IL 60096. Editor: Mike Bitton Next Issue
Deadline: March 15th. Submissions:
Drop off at Village Hall, mail to above
address, or submit on-line at
www.winthropharbor.com/submissions.

Village Meetings Open to the Public
Mayor Bruno, the Board of Trustees and Village staff encourage residents to
attend the Village Board and committee meetings, held monthly at Village
Hall, the Schlader Recreation Center or EMA facility. We value the input that
our residents provide, and are committed to addressing all questions and concerns in a constructive, positive manner. Please consider joining us at any of
the meetings listed in the table below:

Board / Committee

Meets Every

Time

Location

Village Board of Trustees

1st and 3rd Tuesdays

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Planning & Zoning Board

2nd Tuesday

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Economic Development Com.

2nd Wednesday

6:00 p.m.

EMA Building

Recreation Advisory Com.

2nd Monday

7:00 p.m.

Schlader Building

Visit the on-line Community Calendar for the latest updates.

www.winthropharbor.com

Dear Neighbors,
I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season. We at Village Hall enter 2019
reinvigorated and dedicated in our efforts to continue to move our community
forward. We will continue to identify opportunities to maximize financial and
human resources so that we may deliver the services you require.
Your Village Board submitted to the voters in November a question regarding
home rule status for Winthrop Harbor. We wanted you, our residents, to have
direct decision making on this issue. Your decision was made and Winthrop
Harbor remains a non-home rule community. With this we move forward.
As shown with the referendum we believe your voice is key to our progress. It
is with this in mind that I am pleased to let you know we will be launching a
new initiative at Village Hall. On Thursday mornings I am setting aside the
hours of 10 a.m. to 12 Noon to meet with any resident or business owner who
has a problem, concern and/or suggestion they wish to discuss. If you are interested in meeting please call Julie Rittenhouse, our Director of Administration and Village Clerk, at 847-872-3846 ext. 1010 to schedule a time.
We also want to make sure you get to know your Village Board members and
how to contact them. With this in mind, beginning with this newsletter, we
will have a page where two trustees will introduce themselves, their ideals as
well as contact information. I hope this brings you closer to your elected officials.
I am looking forward in 2019 to working closely with our intergovernmental
partners in pursuing a number of public works, community and economic development initiatives. I have already been in contact with our new State Representative, Joyce Mason, regarding Winthrop Harbor’s vision and needs. Representative Mason has expressed her desire to work closely with our board and
staff in collaboration with Senator Melinda Bush to move our objectives from
paper to reality.

“We at Village Hall
enter 2019
reinvigorated and
dedicated in our
efforts to continue
to move our
community forward.”

Finally, I would be remiss if I did not thank Sheri Jesiel for her service in the General Assembly. Sheri, who is
also a Winthrop Harbor resident, continued to work through her departure with me and our staff to secure
funding for a public works project. We are hopeful to have that funding approved this quarter. Once again, we
are appreciated of her efforts.
Please know that I, as well as all of your board members, are available to speak with you on any matter. Stay
warm and I look forward to seeing you around our wonderful Village.
Your neighbor and Mayor,

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor

Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois

FUN FAIR! - Winthrop Harbor’s annual Fun Fair is
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 23rd at the Schlader Recreation Center. Details are on Page 1.
WINTHROP HARBOR YOUTH BASKETBALL—
Looking for something fun and exciting to do on the
weekends? Why not come out and
watch as the stars of tomorrow take the
floor! The season for Youth Basketball
will begin the weekend of Jan. 5th and
6th, and will continue every weekend
(excluding Feb. 23rd/24th) at the
Schlader Recreation Center until
March 10th. First through fourth
grades play from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays, while the
fifth through eighth grades play 1pm to 5pm on Sundays.
The Recreation Department would like to thank all of
the coaches and assistant coaches who dedicate their
time to make this league a great experience for all. We
would also like to thank our sponsors who graciously
give back to the youth of the community. Your donations
are greatly appreciated.
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE — This is a recreational league and not meant for competitive level players. The fee is
$285 per team. There is a limit of 8
teams (10 players per team) for the
league, so don’t miss out!
Registration begins Jan. 2nd and
closes on Jan. 25th. Games will be played on Thursday
nights, 7-10pm, staring on Jan. 31st. If you are interested in reserving a spot, contact Scott Fuller at (847) 7463505.

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL REGISTRATION —
As 2019 kicks off, so does Winthrop Harbor’s baseball/
softball registration. This year’s sign-ups
will be from Jan. 21st through March 3rd.
Registration forms will be available at Village Hall and also at the Schlader Recreation Center. You may also turn in sheets on
Saturdays, 9am-2pm, or Sundays, 1pm5pm, at the Schlader Recreation Center as
the basketball season continues.
Beginning Jan. 21st online registration with on-line
payment
acceptance
will
be
available
at
www.winthropharbor.com in the Recreation Department
section.

Evaluations will take place on Saturday, March 16th for
boys, and Sunday March 17th for girls. Anyone wanting
to sign a child up after March 3rd will be added to a waiting list and will only have a chance to play if another
child decides to leave the league, or if there is still room
on a team. Registrations after Mar. 3rd will incur a $25
late fee.
Tee Ball starts out at age 5 for boys and girls, and the
oldest age groups will be 18 for girls and 14 for boys. For
information on this year’s fees, or to get involved as a
coach, sponsor or umpire, please call (847) 746-3505.
Practices begin early-April and run at most twice a week.
Games will begin early-May, with games being played on
weeknights and some Saturdays. The season will run until mid-July.
TEEN DANCES — Teen dances are held during the
school year on the 2nd Friday of the month, from 7-9 pm
at the Schlader Recreation Center. Dances are limited to
5th through 8th grade children who live in Winthrop Harbor. Once your child enters the dance, they are not allowed to leave the building unless a parent comes to the
door to pick them up, or at 9pm when the dance is over.
Entrance fee is $5. If you would like more information
please call the Recreation Dept. at (847) 746-3505. The
upcoming dates are Jan. 11th, Feb. 8th and March 8th.
GYM NIGHTS FOR K-4th GRADES— On Fridays
Jan. 18th, Feb. 15th and March 15th from 7-9pm the
Recreation Board will open the Schlader Recreation Center to host Gym Nights for K-4th grade students who live
in Winthrop Harbor. Activities scheduled for the evenings
include music, various board and card games, open gym.
basketball, riding scooters, and refreshments (for purchase). Admission is $5 at the door, and no child who enters the building will be allowed to leave before 9pm unless that child’s parent comes to the door to pick them up.
We ask that ALL parents come inside the building at 9pm
to pick up their child. Call the Recreation Dept. with
questions at 847-746-3505.

WALK’N WALK’N — Don’t let winter slow you down!
On Monday through Friday come indoors at the Schlader
Recreation Center from 8-10am to walk and talk while
you stay warm and dry.
From 10-11am parents are welcome to bring in their little
ones and let the kids play in the gym while the adults
walk laps. The Recreation Department has a few items
for kids to play with, and toys/bikes brought from home
are welcomed as well. (The Recreation staff is not responsible for supervising children brought in to the gym.)
Note that the gym will be closed on Feb. 21st & 22nd.

POLICE

DEPARTMENT
www.whpd.org

FIRE

DEPARTMENT
www.winthropharborfire.org

Dispatch Consolidation Update

Learn To Save Lives with CPR

The state mandated consolidation of Winthrop Harbor’s
emergency dispatch services is anticipated to be completed by the end of 1st quarter 2019.

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, or CPR, performed
promptly, can help victims survive until trained medics
arrive on scene. Almost two thirds of deaths from heart
attacks occur before the victim reaches a hospital. Many
of these deaths can be prevented with prompt help.

Once completed, all emergency
911 calls will be answered by
the consolidated communications center in Mundelein, IL.
Non emergency calls will continue to be answered as they
are today, by an autoattendant which allows callers
to select from all village departments and subdepartments. Callers who select the “24 hour Dispatch
Center” option will automatically be routed to the Mundelein center.
Installation of the necessary infrastructure upgrades,
including fiber data connections, access control and facility video surveillance systems are currently underway.
An upgraded radio communication system, called
StarCom, will be online near end of January. This digital
system will greatly enhance the clarity and reliability in
our radio communications over the current VHF system.
The Communications Officers at the Mundelein center
will have direct and immediate access to dispatch Winthrop Harbor Police, Fire and Emergency Medical services.
Please contact the Police Department should you have
any questions about these or other consolidation related
topics. The non emergency number is 847-872-2131.

Should you commit to learning CPR? Yes! Perhaps a
loved one suffers from heart disease. Maybe your job handles medical emergencies. No matter what your reason, it
is important to realize that just knowing how to properly
perform CPR will make you a more useful member of
your community. Brain death occurs within 4 to 6
minutes after the heart stops beating. Speed in starting
CPR and calling 911 is the key to helping save lives.
Which courses do we offer? We offer Basic CPR/AED
courses which are FREE to Winthrop Harbor residents
and only $30 for non-residents. We also offer these courses with a First-Aid add-on, again FREE for residents and
$40 for non-residents.
How to sign up… Call or stop by the fire station during
business hours, or email Assistant Chief Alicia McCoy at
amccoy@winthropharbor.com.
There are eight courses scheduled for 2019, and special
dates for groups are also available. For details and the
course schedule view the document at
www.egovlink.com/d.asp?ID=12394 or scan the
code at right with your phone or tablet camera. You may also call us at 847-872-5957.

Safe a Life… Learn CPR!

WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS
Year Round Electronics Drop Off Site
The Village of Winthrop Harbor now has
a year round drop off site for residential
electronics at the Public Works facility,
940 W. Broadway Avenue.
Drop off is available Mon-Fri 8:30am3:30pm.
For a list of acceptable electronics items,
please visit the Public Works section
online at www.winthropharbor.com.

New Recycling Guidelines
On America Recycles Day, SWALCO and
other agencies and communities around
the State released a new set of guidelines
for recycling.
Since then, discussions with local recycling
facilities have led to a few new updates.
Please find our “recycling reboot”, the latest Lake County Recycling Guidelines, at
www.swalco.org.
(Continued on page 6)

Welcome to the Community Development Department. We are committed to providing a high level of service and forming strong partnerships with our residents
and businesses. The Community Development Department oversees the Building Department functions as
well as Land Use and Economic Development. With direction from the Village Board, Planning & Zoning
Board and the Economic Development Commission, the
department is responsible for programs and initiatives
related to the community’s economic vitality, neighborhood diversity and stability, preservation of the community’s unique character and enhancement of community
programs and assets. All intended to contribute to the
quality of life for those who live, work, invest in and visit
the Village.

Building Permits
A building permit is required for most projects from new
construction or renovations to a new fence or replacement windows. To find out if you need a permit for your
project you can stop by Village Hall, visit
www.winthropharbor.com or call us at (847) 872-8699.
Our office is open Monday-Friday from 8:00am-4:30pm.

Planning and Zoning
The primary purpose of Planning and Zoning is to administer and enforce the Village Zoning Code of Ordinances and long range plans. These functions guide public and private development through comprehensive
planning, development policies and review standards in
order to create and maintain a balanced community. For
more information please contact Pat DiPersio at (847)
872-8699 ext. 4010 or via email to pdipersio@winthropharbor.com.

Economic Development
The Economic Development Commission (EDC) serves
an advisory function reporting to the Mayor and Village
Board of Trustees with the following purpose and objective;
The express purpose of the Commission is to foster the
economic development of Winthrop Harbor in order to
improve the quality of life and overall economic welfare
of citizens.
The objective of the Commission is to promote the development, establishment and expansion of commercial,
industrial, and professional enterprises in Winthrop
Harbor, thereby increasing the value of the nonresidential tax base of the Village.
Winthrop Harbor is poised to welcome new business and
development while supporting our existing business
base. Retailers considering expanding existing operations and/or looking for a new location will see we have a
strong demand for tourism related businesses, including
restaurants, accommodations and specialty shops.
Want to get involved? Positions are open on the Economic Development Commission and we are seeking interested volunteers. Please contact Pat DiPersio for details
at (847) 872-8699 or pdipersio@winthrhopharbor.com.

Shop Local!
Please join us in welcoming this new businesses to the
village. Remember to shop locally, as it helps us all!
2 Girls and a Thrift Shop: 1274 Sheridan Rd., Suite L,
224-789-5440. Open Tue-Sat 11am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm.
www.2girlsandathriftshop.com

(PUBLIC WORKS, Continued from page 5)

Take a special look at the NO list, as these items can YES - Clean & Empty
negatively impact recycling efforts. It’s estimated
Items
Examples
that one in four items placed in a recycling cart are
not accepted for recycling. It is as important now as Metal
Steel & Aluminum
containers and foil
ever before to continue to recycle. Through recycling,
we have an abundant supply of resources at hand.
Cardboard
Paper
Recycling preserves landfill space. By recycling, we
save energy, prevent water, land and air pollution,
reduce carbon omissions, protect wildlife and habitat, Glass
and create jobs which helps the economy.
Plastic
A list of examples of what can and cannot be recycled
is shown at right. For more details, visit
www.swalco.com.

(flattened), Office
paper, Newspaper, Magazines

NO - Not Recyclable
Items
Plastic
Bags

Return clean to retailer

Big Items

Electronics, wood, propane
tanks, scrap metal, Styrofoam

Tanglers

Hangers, hoses, wire, cords,
ropes, chains

Misc.
Items

Clothing, shoes, food, liquids,
diapers, batteries, needles

Bottles & Jars only
Bottles, tubs &
jugs only

Examples

DO NOT BAG RECYCLABLES!

Getting To Know Your Trustees
This is the first of a three-part series, each featuring two of our six Winthrop Harbor Village Board Trustees.

Trustee Buddy Hargett
Occupation: Organizational Development
Years Residing in Winthrop Harbor: I was born and raised in Winthrop Harbor. I have been here 36
years.
Family: Kati (Martinelli) – my high
school sweetheart, daughters Ellie
(9), and Maddie (6)
Community/Public Service Positions Held:
Village Board Trustee: 2015-Present

Trustee Harmut “Fritz” Weiss
Occupation: Retired as Building
Administrator in property management. Licensed property manager,
CMCA & RCM (Certified Manager
of Community Associations, Registered Cooperative Manager).
Director of Environmental Services
with ServiceMaster for 20 years
supporting healthcare clients in Wisconsin and Illinois
Years Residing in Winthrop Harbor: 33 Years

Vice-Chair of Economic Development Commission: 2009-2015

Family: Wife Phyllis. Son Justin, daughter in law
Lisa and two grandsons Kaidan (7) and Caleb (4).

Co-founder and Board Member for Winthrop Harbor Tourism

Community/Public Service Positions Held:

Corporation (2012-2015)

Village Department You Oversee (Oversight):
Community Development Department
Why I first ran for trustee and what are my hopes
and vision for the community:
I love our community. I grew up here, put down roots
here, and have chosen to raise my family here. I am passionate about seeing Winthrop Harbor be the best it can
be – from public safety to amenities and attractions, and
finances. I want people to have pride in our town and be
excited to live here.

Economic Development Commission - 1 Year
Village Trustee - 12 years
Village Department You Oversee (Oversight):
Currently the Finance Department, but over the years
the Planning & Zoning Board, Recreation Department, and Police Department.
Why I first ran for trustee and what are my
hopes and vision for the community:

Contact Information for Trustee Hargett:

After this term I was really going to retire, but was
asked by many to run again. Representing Winthrop
Harbor is not only an honor when elected but a position of trust bestowed by the residents and not to be
taken lightly. My vision for our community has not
changed in that we need to promote business expansion that will blend with our community. As a trustee
we are also charged with a fiduciary responsibility to
be efficient and cost effective without placing our community in an unstable financial condition. I feel that
we have an opportunity to make Winthrop Harbor an
outstanding community where people want to live and
flourish.

BHargett@winthropharbor.com or 847-872-3846 x 1516

Contact Information for Trustee Weiss:

I ran for the Board to see that, and every day we are
working towards a better tomorrow. Our economy,
though small, is growing. We are regularly ranked as
one of the safest communities in Illinois and were featured last year in Crain’s Chicago as the #4 community
in the Chicagoland area for post-recession real estate
recovery. We are proudly building a destination – to visit
or to call home, and I love serving my community in this
way.

FWeiss@winthropharbor.com or 847-872-3846 x 1515

AARP Chapter 871
Winthrop Harbor AARP will meet at 1pm on Tuesdays
Feb. 19th and March 19th (there will be no meeting
in Jan.) At the February meeting Monica Marr from the
University of Illinois will make a presentation on nutri-

tion. At the March meeting we will be playing BINGO.
Regular meetings are held at the Community Center on
7th Street. New members and guests are always welcome. Refreshments are served. For questions: Jerry
Larson at 847-746-6567 or jerryplarson@sbcglobal.net.

Quick Reference for Meeting & Event Dates
For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line
Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.

Board of Trustees Meeting
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Economic Development Meeting
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Saturday

FEB. 23rd
Fun for Everyone 






Over 20 games!
Cake Walk! Pop Toss!
Moon Walk! Mouse Race!
Test your skills!
Free Admission!
Free Parking!

Come to the Recreation Center for a great time at this
year’s Fun Fair. We’ll have lots of games, prizes and
a raffle… lots of goodies at the General Store… and
other special treats and activities for everyone!

Game Tickets

11am to 4pm
Schlader Recreation Center
2700 9th Street—Winthrop Harbor

