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WEATHER
ALERT RADIOS
SAVE LIVES.
Every home and business should have one.

Visit this site
to learn more:
www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr

Summer Fun in Winthrop Harbor
Residents and visitors of all ages are invited to visit our wonderful
Lake Michigan lakefront, where you will encounter breathtaking
views from sunrise to sunset. Our lakefront includes nature trails,
wildlife and all that the newly renovated North Point Marina
has to offer. If you enjoy walking, jogging or bicycling, come to
the lakefront for one of the most beautiful places to enjoy the outdoors in northern Illinois! For those who delight in nature photography, you’ll find more than you can imagine here, including spectacular views of
sailboats, wildlife and so much more. We welcome all of our new residents, and all
who visit our “cornerstone of Illinois”, here in Winthrop Harbor. Enjoy!

Fire Department Blood Drive - July 28th
Every two seconds, someone needs blood. Blood is needed daily for surgeries, emergencies, medical procedures and cancer treatments. The need, here in our local region, is great.
The Winthrop Harbor Fire Department is proud to host a Blood
Drive on Saturday, July 28, 2018 in the Ambulance Bay of our
Fire Department. From 8am to 2pm the LifeSource mobile
blood drive team will be here for this critically important event.
These blood drives play a vital role in the delivery of healthcare
in our community, and they’re responsible for supporting thousands of area lives each year.
Please see page 8 of this newsletter for details on how to pre-register. We hope to see
a great many residents donate blood to help save lives… and we thank you for your
support.

Youth Fall Baseball/Softball League
Get trained.
Save a Life.
Next Class: Sept. 29th

Village Hall will
be closed on
Monday, Sept. 3rd
(Labor Day)

The Winthrop Harbor Recreation Department is pleased to announce that the 2018
Youth Fall Baseball/Softball League registrations will be open from July 9th
through August 3rd. This program provides our youth with a safe and enjoyable athletic experience with emphasis on sportsmanship and fair play.

All participants will learn the fundamental skills of the sport, including positions, rules and the basic strategy of the game. The program is open to youth age 5 to 14 regardless of ability.
Practices will begin the week of August 20th and games will begin in
early September. The season will run through mid-October. Fees for
all age groups in the Fall program are $50 per participant for both
residents and non-residents. A league shirt is included with the registration fee.
For further information and how to register, see the Recreation Programs
section on page 4 of this newsletter.
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Call Public Works First for Sewer Backups
If you experience a sewer backup, call Public Works immediately at 847-872
-5275. We are on-call 24/7 for urgent situations, and will respond to investigate the public sewer and determine the cause of the backup. If the public
sewer is found to be clear, you will be advised to call a licensed plumber to
have your private sewer line cleared. Calling Public Works first may save
you the expense of a plumbing service call if the blockage is determined to
be in the public sewer.
For further details, please call Public Works or visit the village Web site at
www.winthropharbor.com.

Pay Water/Sewer Bills On-line
Residents are reminded that there’s a quick and easy way to pay your
water/sewer bill without leaving the house or using postage. The online system provides secure, password-protected access to your utility account, including current balance and a two-year account history.
Simply visit www.winthropharbor.com and click the link on the Home page.
First-time users will enter the account number as both the username and
password on the login page. Follow the prompts to set up your own
username and password once you’ve logged in.

(847) 872-3846
(847) 746-3505
(847) 872-2131
(847) 872-5275

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911
Harbor Shores newsletter, Volume 21,
Issue 3,
2018. Published
quarterly by the Village of Winthrop Harbor, 830 Sheridan Rd, Winthrop Harbor,
IL 60096. Editor: Mike Bitton Next Issue
Deadline: Sept. 15th. Submissions:
Drop off at Village Hall, mail to above
address, or submit on-line at
www.winthropharbor.com/submissions.

Village Meetings Open to the Public
Mayor Bruno, the Board of Trustees and Village staff encourage residents to
attend the Village Board and committee meetings, held monthly at Village
Hall, the Schlader Recreation Center or EMA facility. We value the input that
our residents provide, and are committed to addressing all questions and concerns in a constructive, positive manner. Please consider joining us at any of
the meetings listed in the table below:

Board / Committee

Meets Every

Time

Location

Village Board of Trustees

1st and 3rd Tuesdays

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Planning & Zoning Board

2nd Tuesday

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Economic Development Com.

2nd Wednesday

6:00 p.m.

EMA Building

Recreation Advisory Com.

2nd Monday

7:00 p.m.

Schlader Building

Visit the on-line Community Calendar for the latest updates.

www.winthropharbor.com

Dear Neighbors,
On July 3rd the Village Board passed a resolution to place a referendum on the November election ballot asking you, the voters, if our municipality should become a home rule unit of government. We felt that you would
make the decision that was best for our community.
Winthrop Harbor is now a non-home rule municipality. Home rule
status allows local governments to self-govern provided the General Assembly has not explicitly limited that power. Municipalities can either become
home rule with having a verified population over 25,000 or, if lacking that
population, can let the voters decide through referendum.
There are potential advantages of home rule including incurring
debt beyond 20 years, reducing the property tax burden on residents by
shifting tax burden to non-residents, and opting out of certain unfunded
mandates that come from Springfield. In essence, taking some control
from Springfield and placing here in Winthrop Harbor.
Some see disadvantages to home rule status. The Village will have
greater discretion to generate revenues through bonds, taxes, and or fees.
In addition, property tax caps do not apply. Recognizing this concern the
Village Board will be discussing and voting on an ordinance in the coming
weeks that will provide a self-imposed cap on property taxes.

“In the coming weeks
we will be announcing
community meetings
to share information,
answer questions, and
hear your support
and/or concerns.”

I was asked what happens if home rule passes and it doesn’t work?
Home rule oversight ultimately rests with you the voters. Home rule can be repealed through the referendum process. Yes, you can dump home rule if it is not working.
There is so much more I and the Board want to share. We all need to be well-informed regarding the
pros and cons of this initiative. In the coming weeks we will be announcing community meetings to share
information, answer questions, and hear your support and/or concerns. This is an important issue and time
for our Village and that is why I urge you to attend one or all of these community meetings. Stay tuned.
As always please feel free to reach out to me to discuss this topic or any other issue. Enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing you around town.

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor

Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois

YOUTH FALL BASEBALL/SOFTBALL - Registrations will be accepted for the 2018 Youth Fall season
during the weeks of July 9th - August 3rd. League fees
for each age group will be $50. Ages offered for boys will
be Pinto (7-8 yrs), Mustang (9-10 yrs), Bronco (11-12
yrs), and Pony (13-14 yrs). Ages offered for girls will be
8U, 10U, 12U, and 14U. Players are encouraged to sign
up in the age bracket they will have to play in the 2019
Spring season. Age cut-off dates for the 2019 season are
1/1/2019 for girls, and 4/1/19 for boys. So if a girl is 13
yrs old on 1/1/19, then she would register for the 14U
team in the Fall. If a boy turns 11 yrs old on 4/2/19, they
could either choose to play at the Mustang level in the
Fall and Spring, or move up to Bronco level.
Spots are limited and on a first come, first served basis.
There will only be a max of 36 spots open for each age
level. The first 14 registered in each age group are guaranteed a space, while a minimum of 22 registrations
must be received in order to have enough players to accommodate 2 teams at an age level. Point being, sign
up early as spaces will fill up quickly!
Teams will practice no more than two times a week, and
games will be scheduled on Saturdays, with Sundays
used as make-ups, during August 25th - October 21st.
Baseball and softball will play surrounding communities
as they do during the spring season.
Registration and payment may be done online at
www.winthropharbor.com. You may also turn in fees
and registration forms to Village Hall, 830 Sheridan
Road, Mondays through Fridays between 8am-4pm, or
drop off completed forms and check in the lockbox located outside the front door at Village Hall. Call Scott
Fuller at 847-746-3505 with questions or for more details.

SKATE PARK IS OPEN — The Winthrop Harbor
skate park is open, free of charge, through Oct. 31st.
Please note that the skate park is closed when ramps are
wet. It is also important to note that bicycles are not allowed inside the skate park. All skate park rules are
posted at the entrance gate. Enjoy the park and have
a fun summer!

TEEN DANCES — Our popular Teen Dances will resume on Friday, September 14th at the Schlader Recreation Center from 7-9pm. Dances are limited to 5th
through 8th grade students who live in Winthrop Harbor. All students must show their North Prairie school
ID for admittance. For students attending alternative or
home schooling, a photo ID issued by the Recreation
Dept. (at no charge) must be obtained. Entrance fee is
$5, and soda and pizza are available for purchase. DJ

Rick will be playing music for the kids. Normal school
dress codes are enforced at the dances. Once a student
enters the dance, they are not allowed to leave the building unless a parent comes to the door to pick them up, or
at 9pm when the dance is over. This event is chaperoned
by the WH Recreation Advisory Board members.
GYM NIGHTS FOR K-4th GRADES— On Friday Sept.
21st from 7-9pm the Recreation Board will open the
Schlader Recreation Center to host Gym Nights for K-4th
grade students who live in Winthrop Harbor. Activities
include music, board and card games, open gym and refreshments (for purchase). Admission is $5, and no child
who enters the building will be allowed to leave before
9pm unless that child’s parent comes to the door to pick
them up. We ask that ALL parents come inside the building at 9pm to pick up their child. These are Recreation
Board sponsored events.

WALK’N WALK’N — Looking for a way to stay in
shape this summer without having to be outside? The
Schlader Recreation Center gym is open for walking from
8-10am on Monday-Friday. There is no charge.
From 10-11am parents are welcome to bring their little
ones and let the kids play in the gym while the adults
walk laps. We have a few items for kids to play with, and
toys/bikes brought from home are also welcomed. (The
Recreation staff is not responsible for supervising children
brought in to the gym.)
TOUCH-A-TRUCK EVENT — On Saturday, Sept.
22nd from 4-6pm the Village will host its 2nd Annual
Touch-A-Truck event at Village Park, 2700 9th Street.
This FREE event provides an opportunity for families to
see many different types of vehicles and equipment that
are used every day by various local companies and organizations. This provides for many perfect photo opportunities for the kids and families!
Businesses participating will be from the surrounding
areas of Lake County, as well as Winthrop Harbor departments of Public Works, Police, Fire and Recreations.
Light concessions will be made available by the Recreations Department for purchase. Bring the whole family to
this free and fun event!
TAE-KWON-DO — Classes are conducted at the Community Center, 1520 7th Street in Winthrop Harbor. Registrations are taken for 3 months at a time only (Sept. Nov.), and the first class of the next session is Friday,
Sept. 7th.
Fees are $25 per month for Winthrop Harbor residents,
(Continued on page 7)
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www.winthropharborfire.org

www.whpd.org

Outdoor Warning Siren System

Safety 1st!

Winthrop Harbor’s Outdoor Warning Siren
system is tested for 1 minute at 10am on the
first Tuesday of each month. During an actual
emergency, sirens will sound for 3 to 5
minutes, and you should immediately move to
a safe place. Residents are encouraged to have a battery
powered NOAA Weather Alert radio in your home or
business. These radios provide a reliable way to receive
Watches and Warnings from the weather service. For
more information about the weather alert radios, visit
www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr. For additional information
about the Winthrop Harbor warning siren system, visit
www.winthropharbor.com and click the “Outdoor Warning Siren System” link.

Happy summer greetings to Winthrop Harbor residents
and visitors! We hope all of you are enjoying the warmer
weather, but staying safe while doing so.

Sign-Up for Vacation House Watch
The Police Department reminds residents that we provide a service designed to help watch over your property
while you’re away on vacation. Residents may register
for the Vacation House Watch program through the Action-Line at www.whpd.org, or by visiting the Police Department in person to fill out the form. (Registrations
are not accepted by phone.) While you’re away on vacation, Officers will check your residence several times
each day. Please see the complete details at
www.whpd.org.

Avoid Becoming a Burglary Victim
The Police Department reminds all residents and businesses that burglaries can occur at all times of the day or
night. Taking steps to avoid becoming a victim of these
property crimes can greatly reduce the likelihood that
these burglars will visit your home or business.
The most important step you can take is to keep doors
locked on your home and vehicles. Next, do not leave
items of value in plain view. Use exterior lighting at
night, as most burglars prefer to work in the dark.
Equally as important, all residents are encouraged to
call the Police non-emergency line (847-872-2131) when
observing suspicious people, vehicles or activity. We are
happy to come out to check on the situation to ensure
everyone’s safety and security.
All of us at the Police Department wish you a wonderful and safe Summer in Winthrop Harbor!

One of the popular attractions here in Winthrop Harbor
are the beaches at and near North Point Marina. The
water sure feels good on those hot days, but it’s important to remember that Lake Michigan currents can be
treacherous! The Great Lakes Surf Rescue Project reports that 643 people have drowned in the Great Lakes
since 2010, almost half in Lake Michigan (www.glsrp.org/
statistics). Please be careful when swimming and keep
your children within view at all times.

Briefly, a little bit about why currents in Lake Michigan
can be so dangerous. A “rip current” is a powerful, narrow channel of fast-moving water than can develop with
little or no notice. Rip currents are common in Lake
Michigan due to the long shorelines on either side allowing wind and waves to strengthen quickly. A rip current
is strong enough that even an Olympic swimmer would
struggle to navigate.
Perhaps the biggest problem a rip current poses is the
fatigue the swimmer quickly feels when trying to swim
out of one. If caught in a rip current, the National Ocean
Service recommends not fighting it and “swim parallel to
the shore and swim back to land at an angle.”
Another dangerous current that is found at our north
beach at North Point Marina is a “structural current”,
which develops near fixed structures such as piers, jetties
or other man-made structures. Along the north end of our
beach is a long pier separating Illinois from Wisconsin.
Quite often strong structural currents run along the pier,
rushing water quickly back OUT to the Lake. Please use
extreme caution when near these structures!
We have tremendous natural resources in our Village,
and it’s great to be able to use them. We just ask that you
enjoy the lake, pools and other summer recreational activities safely.
One other reminder - please join us for our next Blood
Drive on Saturday, July 28th at the Fire Station. Complete details are on page 8 of this newsletter.
Thank you for your support!
- Fire Chief Justin Stried

Welcome to the Community Development Department. We are committed to providing a high level of service and forming strong partnerships with our residents
and businesses. The Community Development Department oversees the Building Department functions as
well as Land Use and Economic Development. With direction from the Village Board, Planning & Zoning
Board and the Economic Development Commission, the
department is responsible for programs and initiatives
related to the community’s economic vitality, neighborhood diversity and stability, preservation of the community’s unique character and enhancement of community
programs and assets. All intended to contribute to the
quality of life for those who live, work, invest and visit
the Village.

Building Permits
A building permit is required for most projects from new
construction or renovations to a new fence or replacement windows. To find out if you need a permit for your
project you can stop by our office at Village Hall, visit
www.winthropharbor.com or call us at (847) 872-8699.
Our office is open Monday-Friday from 8:00am-4:30pm.

Planning and Zoning
The purpose of Planning and Zoning Board (PZB) is to
administer and enforce the Village Zoning Code of Ordinances and long range plans. These functions guide pub-

lic and private development through comprehensive
planning, development policies and review standards in
order to create and maintain a balanced community. For
more information please contact Pat DiPersio at (847)
872-8699 ext. 4010 or via email to pdipersio@winthropharbor.com.

Economic Development
The Economic Development Commission (EDC) serves
an advisory function reporting to the Village Board. The
purpose of the Commission is to foster the economic development of Winthrop Harbor in order to improve the
quality of life and overall economic welfare of citizens.
The objective of the Commission is to promote the development, establishment and expansion of commercial,
industrial, and professional enterprises in Winthrop
Harbor, thereby increasing the value of the nonresidential tax base of the Village.
Winthrop Harbor is poised to welcome new business and
development while supporting our existing business
base. Retailers considering expanding existing operations and/or looking for a new location will see we have a
strong demand for tourism related businesses, including
restaurants, accommodations and specialty shops.
Want to get involved? Positions are open on the Economic Development Commission and we are seeking interested volunteers. Please contact Pat DiPersio for details
at (847) 872-8699 or pdipersio@winthrhopharbor.com.

WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS
2017 Water Quality Report
The Water Quality Report for 2017 is available for review
at Village Hall, the Public Works Department and online
at www.winthropharbor.com (click into the Public Works
section of the Online Documents link.)
Be The Solution To Stormwater Pollution

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants. Stormwater can flow into a storm sewer system or
directly to a lake, stream, river or wetland.
Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged
untreated into the water bodies we use for swimming,
fishing, and drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation’s greatest threat to clean water.

By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners
can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste,
grass clippings, and automotive fluids off the ground
and out of stormwater. Adopting such healthy household habits will help to protect our lakes, streams, rivers and wetlands. Remember to share the habits with
your neighbors!

Hidden Water Leaks
If you see water coming out of the ground or find a wet
area that doesn’t dry up and doesn’t have a clear source
of water, please contact the Dept. of Public Works at
847-546-0962. Water main leaks can happen at any
time of year and can cause thousands of dollars to be
wasted in lost water if they go unnoticed for long periods of times. If something looks suspicious, please call
and we can verify what it going on.

COMMUNITY NOTES
AARP Chapter 871
Winthrop Harbor AARP will meet at 1pm on Tuesdays
July 17th, Aug. 21st and Sept. 18th. At the July meeting there will be a presentation by Sarah Salto of the
Lake County Forest Preserve. At the August meeting
we’ll be playing BINGO, and the September meeting may
result in another presentation or a video presentation.
Regular meetings are held at the Winthrop Harbor Community Center on 7th Street. New members and guests
are always welcome. Refreshments are served. For questions please call Jerry Larson at 847-746-6567 or e-mail
him at jerryplarson@sbcglobal.net.

Zion-Benton Public Library
The ZB Library’s 2018 Summer Reading Challenge continues through July 31st: Reading Takes You Everywhere!
The challenge runs from June 1st through July 31st,
with four age brackets, each with it’s own reading goal.
Everyone will get a prize at registration, midway point,
and completion. Prizes must be redeemed by August
11th. Reading goals are between 400 and 1,000 minutes,
based on the age brackets.
Visit https://zblibrary.info/read for full details and a list
of all of the exciting prizes! You can also register online
at the library’s website.
For questions, call the library at 847-872-4680.

Benton Township
Shredding Event- Saturday, Aug. 11th, 9-11am at
Beach Park Middle School, 40667 N. Green Bay Rd. in
Beach Park. Sponsored by State Rep. Sheri Jesiel and
Benton Township. Residential items ONLY.
AARP Driving Classes- July 30-31 & Oct. 15-16. Classes are 10am-2pm at the ZB Library. Call the Township
office to register, space is limited. AARP members $15,
non-members $20. Free Rules of The Road booklets are
available at the Township Office.
Meals On Wheels- Call 847-546-5733 for details.
Discount Prescription Drug Card- Available at the
Township office, this card allows all residents, regardless
of income, age or health status, to save on medications.

Also good for pet medications.
Please Donate non-perishable food, health/beauty
products and used eye glasses for those in our communities who are in need. Drop your items at the Township
office.
PACE Dial-A-Ride- For all Benton Township residents.
Service available Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm. Must call 800
-201-6446 one day in advance to secure a seat. Areas
served include Beach Park, Winthrop Harbor and Zion.
Also on Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30am-3:30pm Gurnee
and Waukegan area for ships and medical appointments.
For medical appointments you may call 7 days in advance to reserve a seat.
Free Amplified Phone Applications- Available at the
Township office. Neither age nor income a requirement.
Call or stop in at the Township office for details.

Swimming Pool Opens at Marina
North Point Marina, managed by Westrec Marinas, has
opened its new swimming pool to both marina slipholders and the general public. Pool hours are 12-noon - 7pm
for public access, and 11am-7pm for marina slipholders.
Day passes and season passes may be purchased at the
Marina Administration Building, located just North of
the new pool facilities. Note that children under the age
of 16 must be accompanied by an adult.
Day passes for Winthrop Harbor residents are $8 for
Mondays through Thursdays, and $10 for Fridays
through Sundays. Non-residents are $10 and $15 respectively. Season passes are available to residents for $100
per person, and to non-residents for $150. For questions,
please contact North Point Marina at 847-746-2845.

Boat Launch Ramp Fees
Through an agreement approved by the Illinois Dept. of
Natural Resources, the Village of Winthrop Harbor and
Westrec Marinas, a nominal fee has been implemented
for use of the boat launch ramps at North Point Marina.
Westrec Marina collects this fee, a portion of which
funds their agreement to provide regular maintenance
and cleaning of the public swimming beach on the North
end of the Marina.
A daily boat launch pass is $10, and a full season pass is
$150. Winthrop Harbor residents may purchase the full
season pass for a reduced rate of $100. For questions,
please contact North Point Marina at 847-746-2845.

(RECREATION - Continued from page 4)

and $10 per month for additional family members. Non-residents pay a one-time additional fee of $10. Uniforms,
equipment and testing are extra. Maximum of 50 students per class. For more information call 847-746-3505.

Quick Reference for Meeting & Event Dates
For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line
Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.

Village Hall Closed
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Saturday, July 28, 2018
8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Winthrop Harbor Fire Dept.
830 Sheridan Road
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Call or Click to schedule your appointment:
1. Call LifeSource at 877-543-3768
2. Or go to www.lifesource.org, click on Donate Blood,
then Make An Appointment. Use Group Code 359G.

Appointments Recommended. Walk-ins Welcome.

PREPARE FOR YOUR DONATION - EAT WELL - STAY HYDRATED - BRING YOUR I.D.
Join us in the Ambulance Bay at the Fire
Department on July 28th to help save
lives!
Please bring ID with you on the day of donation. Proper ID is
required to donate blood. A LifeSource or military ID, driver’s
license, passport or employee or student ID with picture and
full name are all approved forms of ID. Birth certificate along
with a picture ID that includes the donor’s full name will also
be accepted.

