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Enjoy Your Community This Summer!
Winthrop Harbor is a great place to be in Spring and Summer, and all of us at the
Village encourage you to take full advantage of the many sports activities and family
recreation opportunities that are in store for you.
Spring and Summer include much to do for residents and visitors of all ages, from
our beautiful lake shore and parks, to the numerous fun activities and organized
events. Take part with your family, friends and neighbors!
If you are new to the community, we say Welcome! Stop and visit us any time at Village Hall. We’re always ready to help with questions and concerns. We wish you a
safe, happy and healthy Spring and Summer in Winthrop Harbor!

Memorial Day Parade - May 28th
WEATHER
ALERT RADIOS
SAVE LIVES.

Winthrop Harbor invites you to join us
on Monday, May 28th to honor and remember all those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice while protecting our
freedom.

Every home and business should have one.

Whether you join your friends and neighbors street-side to watch the parade, or
join the procession with your own group
or organization, this annual event is both
inspiring and solemn as we remember
the fallen men and women of the United
States military.

Visit this site
to learn more:
www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr

Get trained.
Save a Life.
See the calendar on
Page 8 for training dates.

Village Hall will
be closed on
Monday, May 28th
(Memorial Day)

The parade begins at 11am sharp with line-up at 10am. The parade route begins at
Sheridan Rd. at State Line Rd., then proceeds South on Sheridan to 9th St., then
West on 9th St. to Village Park.
A Memorial Service will be held at Noon at the park, presented by the Winthrop
Harbor VFW.
The Village invites any groups that would like to participate in the parade, even if it
is just to walk with us. Full details and on-line registration is available at
www.winthropharbor.com. The deadline for participant registration is Monday, May
21st.

Summer Fair & Carnival!
Mark your calendars for this year’s Summer Fair & Carnival, set
for Thursday, May 31st through Sunday, June 3rd. This annual
favorite event is a great time for everyone, with carnival rides,
games, food, live bands, fireworks and much more!
Summer Fair & Carnival details are on page 4.
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Pay Water/Sewer Bills On-line
Residents are reminded that there’s a quick and easy way to pay your
water/sewer bill without leaving the house or using postage. The online system provides secure, password-protected access to your utility account, including current balance and a two-year account history.
Simply visit www.winthropharbor.com and click the link on the Home page.
First-time users will enter the account number as both the username and
password on the login page. Follow the prompts to set up your own
username and password once you’ve logged in.

Call Public Works First for Sewer Backups
If you experience a sewer backup, call Public Works immediately at 847-872
-5275. We are on-call 24/7 for urgent situations, and will respond to investigate the public sewer and determine the cause of the backup. If the public
sewer is found to be clear, you will be advised to call a licensed plumber to
have your private sewer line cleared. Calling Public Works first may save
you the expense of a plumbing service call if the blockage is determined to
be in the public sewer.
For further details, please call Public Works or visit the village Web site at
www.winthropharbor.com.

(847) 872-3846
(847) 746-3505
(847) 872-2131
(847) 872-5275

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911
Harbor Shores newsletter, Volume 21,
Issue 2, APR-MAY-JUN 2018. Published
quarterly by the Village of Winthrop Harbor, 830 Sheridan Rd, Winthrop Harbor,
IL 60096. Editor: Mike Bitton Next Issue
Deadline: June 15th. Submissions:
Drop off at Village Hall, mail to above
address, or submit on-line at
www.winthropharbor.com/submissions.

Village Meetings Open to the Public
Mayor Bruno, the Board of Trustees and Village staff encourage residents to
attend the Village Board and committee meetings, held monthly at Village
Hall, the Schlader Recreation Center or EMA facility. We value the input that
our residents provide, and are committed to addressing all questions and concerns in a constructive, positive manner. Please consider joining us at any of
the meetings listed in the table below:

Board / Committee

Meets Every

Time

Location

Village Board of Trustees

1st and 3rd Tuesdays

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Planning & Zoning Board

2nd Tuesday

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Economic Development Com.

2nd Wednesday

6:00 p.m.

EMA Building

Recreation Advisory Com.

2nd Monday

7:00 p.m.

Schlader Building

Visit the on-line Community Calendar for the latest updates.

www.winthropharbor.com

Dear Neighbors,
The first three months of 2018 have certainly been an active time for your
Village Board and staff. Space in this newsletter limits all that can be
covered, but I’d like to provide a few of the highlights.
In efforts to identify economic development opportunities, the Village
Board approved a feasibility study focused on bringing a hotel within the
Village’s corporate boundaries. Rather than spinning our wheels as to
what will and won’t work in driving foot traffic and business in our community, a professional firm was identified to conduct this study. We look
forward to receiving their findings and recommendations.
In an effort to strengthen our intergovernmental relations, I and members of staff traveled to Springfield. During our trip we met with State
Senator Melinda Bush to discuss economic development and the state
budget, as well as identifying funding sources for the Village’s
“I encourage you
streetscape project. While in our state capital we also met with staff
from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, including the agento attend and
cy’s chief of staff, to discuss various economic development initiatives.
enjoy all that
These included the hotel feasibility study and the concept of a center
for environmental studies to be developed within our municipal boundWinthrop Harbor
aries. All of our meetings were extremely positive and a commitment to
has to offer...”
working collaboratively was further solidified.
Capital planning is critical to public safety, water, sewer, transportation and other essential public services. It is also an important component of a community’s economic development program. To this end the village staff has undertaken the
development of a five year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). A task that is not completed overnight, a
properly prepared CIP is essential to the future financial health of the Village and our continued delivery of services to citizens and businesses. The CIP is viewed by the Board and staff as a necessity, and
all are committed to the many laborious tasks involved in developing such a plan. The Capital Improvement Budget for our upcoming fiscal year (May 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019) will be presented to the
Board of Trustees in April while the remainder of the larger five-year CIP continues to be developed.
We look forward to when the completed five-year plan is completed and submitted to the Board.
Spring is finally here and it won’t be long before we are all outside enjoying time with friends, family
and neighbors. Our Parks & Recreation Department has plenty of family oriented events and sporting
activities planned for the summer. I encourage you to attend and enjoy all that Winthrop Harbor has to
offer, and I look forward to spending time talking with residents, visitors and our business community
throughout the summer. Have a great Spring and Summer in Winthrop Harbor!

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor

Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois

VILLAGE PARK CLEAN-UP- We need your help!
The Recreation Department is asking our residents, organizations and service groups to help on Saturday,
April 28th with our annual Spring Cleaning of Village
Park on 9th Street. We begin at 9 a.m. and ask that you
simply bring yourselves and a little energy as we work to
get the park ready for a summer filled with activities. All
garbage bags, gloves and refreshments will be provided.
We have had a great turnout in years past and hope to
continue the tradition this year. For more information or
to sign-up please call us at (847) 746-3505.
SUMMER FAIR & CARNIVAL! Winthrop Harbor’s
annual Summer Fair & Carnival is set for Thursday,
May 31st through Sunday, June 3rd. Save these
dates for a great time at 38-Acre Park, with carnival
rides, fireworks, games, food, live bands and much more!
The A&A Attractions carnival will feature everyone’s
favorite rides, including The Zipper, Tilt-A-Whirl and
Sizzler, along with a variety of food booths, carnival
games and blow-up slides. Unlimited ride specials will
be available on Thursday night from 6-10pm and on Saturday and Sunday from 1-5pm. The unlimited rides special is only $20 per person on each day. On Saturday, all
kids who buy a ride special wristband will be entered
into a raffle for a brand new bicycle!
The Winthrop Harbor Recreation Board will host many
additional activities and booths. Friday and Saturday
nights will feature live bands from 7-10pm on the main
stage; Milwaukee based Ocean Rush (Hawaiian, Reggae,
Pop, Rock & Jazz) on Friday, and Chicago based Hillbilly Rockstarz (Classic Rock & Country) on Saturday. For
more info on these bands, visit rayliban.com/oceanrush
and hillbillyrockstarz.net.
The Recreation Dept. will be selling Miller Lite products
at the concession building near the main stage all four
days.
On Saturday night a fantastic Fireworks Show will
light up the sky at 9:30pm, so plan on arriving early for
a good place to watch the show! Carnival hours will be
5pm-11pm on Thursday, 4pm-Midnight on Friday, Noon
to Midnight on Saturday and Noon to 7pm on Sunday.

SKATE PARK IS OPEN — The Winthrop Harbor
skate park is open, free of charge, through Oct. 31st. The
skate park is unsupervised and all participants skate at

their own risk. Helmets and other proper padding and
gear are strongly recommended. Please note that the
skate park is closed when ramps are wet. It is also important to note that bicycles are not allowed inside the
skate park. All skate park rules are posted at the entrance gate. Enjoy the park and have a fun summer!
TEEN DANCES — Teen dances will be held April 13th
and May 11th at the Schlader Recreation Center from 79pm. Dances are limited to 5th through 8th grade students who live in Winthrop Harbor. All students must
show their North Prairie school ID for admittance. For
students attending alternative or home schooling, a photo
ID issued by the Recreation Dept. (at no charge) must be
obtained. Replacement for lost ID’s are $5/each.
Entrance fee is $5, and soda and pizza are available for
purchase. Normal school dress codes are enforced at the
dances. Once a student enters the dance, they are not
allowed to leave the building unless a parent comes to the
door to pick them up, or at 9pm when the dance is over. If
you would like to chaperone, please call us at (847) 7463505 as there is a screening process that must be completed.
GYM NIGHTS FOR K-4th GRADES— On Fridays
April 20th and May 18th from 7-9pm the Recreation
Board will open the Schlader Recreation Center to host
Gym Nights for K-4th grade students who live in Winthrop Harbor. Activities for the evenings include music,
board and card games, open gym and refreshments (for
purchase). Admission is $5, and no child who enters the
building will be allowed to leave before 9pm unless that
child’s parent comes to the door to pick them up. We ask
that ALL parents come inside the building at 9pm to pick
up their child. These are Recreation Board sponsored
events.

WALK’N WALK’N — On Monday through Friday
come indoors at the Schlader Recreation Center from 810am and walk and talk while you stay warm and dry.
From 10-11am parents are welcome to bring in their little
ones and let the kids play in the gym while the adults
walk laps. The Recreation Department has a few items
for kids to play with, and toys/bikes brought from home
are welcomed as well. (The Recreation staff is not responsible for supervising children brought in to the gym.) Note
that the gym will be closed on May 28th, May 31st and
June 1st.

Winthrop Harbor’s OUTDOOR WARNING SIREN system is tested for 1 minute at 10am on the first Tuesday of
each month. During an actual emergency, sirens will sound for 3 to 5 minutes, and you should immediately move
to a safe place. Residents are encouraged to have a battery powered NOAA Weather Alert radio in your home or
business. These radios provide a reliable way to receive Watches and Warnings from the weather service. For
additional information visit www.winthropharbor.com and click the “Outdoor Warning Siren System” link.

POLICE

DEPARTMENT
www.whpd.org

FIRE

DEPARTMENT
www.winthropharborfire.org

Bicycle Safety is #1 Priority!

Annual Pancake Breakfast

Parents are encouraged to talk to their children about
bicycle safety as the riding season approaches. Children
and adults alike are reminded that bicycle riders must
abide by the same traffic rules as those driving vehicles.
Stop signs are for bike riders, too, and yes - even bike
riders can receive a traffic citation for violating the rules
of the road. Remember, too, that when riding in groups
you must ride single file when vehicle traffic is present.
Always ride in the same direction as the flow of traffic,
not against traffic. From dusk to dawn, bicyclists must
have lights and reflectors in place, and we encourage the
use of reflective clothing as well. Stay visible - stay alive!

The Winthrop Harbor Firefighter's Association’s Annual
Pancake Breakfast will be held at the Fire Station (830
Sheridan Road) on Sunday, May 27th from 7am to 12
Noon.

Sign-Up for Vacation House Watch
With Spring and Summer comes travel for many of our
residents. The Police Department provides a valuable
service to residents with its Vacation House Watch program. Residents may register on-line through the Action
-Line at www.whpd.org, or by visiting the Police Department in person to fill out the form. (Registration may not
be made over the phone.) While you’re away on vacation,
Officers will check your residence several times each
day. Please see the complete details at www.whpd.org.

Social Hosting
The Police Departments reminds residents that it is unlawful to charge money to enter a party in your residence. It’s also unlawful to provide for or allow minors to
consume alcohol, and unlawful to act in such an unreasonable manner as to alarm and/or disturb another
(Disorderly Conduct). This could include loud music,
screaming, yelling, blocking traffic, etcetera. If you are
hosting a party or gathering, you must know that you
are responsible for the safety of those in attendance. The
Social Hosting laws of Illinois and Ordinances of Winthrop Harbor are enforced for everyone’s safety, as all
too often we see the negative, and sometimes tragic, results of these type of events. Please contact the Police
Department if you have any questions about hosting parties in the Village, and we’ll be glad to provide additional
information for you.

All of us at the Police Department wish you a
wonderful and safe Spring and Summer in
Winthrop Harbor!

This is an All You Can Eat pancake breakfast, and admission is only $6 for adults, $4 for children ages 2-12,
and $4 for seniors age 55 and over.
All proceeds go towards updating our medical supplies.
For more information please call us at 847-872-5957.

Outdoor Burning Do’s & Don'ts
With the arrival of nice weather the Fire Department
would like to remind residents about our local ordinance
concerning burning. We would also like to provide some
tips for keeping your family safe this spring and summer.
Contrary to popular belief, the village burning ordinances
were not established as a way to take the fun away from
burning large piles of leaves or to come up with a way to
add fine revenue to the Village coffers. Ultimately the
ordinance was needed as a safety measure for a few reasons. Firstly, what many ended up doing was mixing
leaves, sticks and grass clippings in their piles and lighting them. Unfortunately the leaves and twigs would burn
away quickly, and what was left was a pile of smoldering
clippings which both carries a pungent odor and smolders
for hours, if not days. The neighbor who enjoys sleeping
with a window open was not able to do so as the smoke
and odor traveled into the bedroom. Furthermore, those
affected with breathing issues such as asthma or bronchitis had to close up the house and stay inside for fear of an
attack.
The next issue from burning yard waste, and possibly the
most important, is the danger of the fire growing out of
control and spreading to adjacent bushes, trees, or even
houses. Before you say, “That doesn’t happen to me, I’m
always safe…” let us tell you it does happen – frequently.
Whether it’s a sudden shift in wind direction or speed, or
a seemingly brief distraction with other tasks, a fire can
spread unexpectedly and quickly. We see this all too often every spring and summer.
This local ordinance was put in place to keep us all safe,
both medically and from the potential of a tragic fire!

(Continued on page 7)

Welcome to the Community Development Department. We are committed to providing a high level of service and forming strong partnerships with our residents
and businesses. The Community Development Department oversees the Building Department functions as
well as Land Use and Economic Development. With direction from the Village Board, Planning & Zoning
Board and the Economic Development Commission, the
department is responsible for programs and initiatives
related to the community’s economic vitality, neighborhood diversity and stability, preservation of the community’s unique character and enhancement of community
programs and assets. All intended to contribute to the
quality of life for those who live, work, invest and visit
the Village.

Building Permits
A building permit is required for most projects from new
construction or renovations to a new fence or replacement windows. To find out if you need a permit for your
project you can stop by our office at Village Hall, visit
www.winthropharbor.com or call us at (847) 872-8699.
The Building Department is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Planning and Zoning
The purpose of Planning and Zoning Board (PZB) is to
administer and enforce the Village Zoning Code of Ordinances and long range plans. These functions guide public and private development through comprehensive

COMMUNITY NOTES
Techno Trot set for April 21st
Westfield School’s 9th Annual Techno Trot, a 5k Run/
Walk and 1/2 Mile Kids’ Race, is set for Saturday April
21st beginning at 8:45am. The start and finish will be at
Westfield School, with the 5k being on paved streets and
the track through Village Park. The 5k is electronically
timed, the Kids’ 1/2 mile race is not.
The 5k has numerous age groups from 10 & under
through 65 & older, with medals for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place finishers in each age group. Check-in on April 21st
is from 8:00 to 8:40am. There will also be cash or gift certificate prizes for the overall 1st, 2nd & 3rd place finishers. All proceeds will benefit EC/PreK-4 students and

planning, development policies and review standards in
order to create and maintain a balanced community.
For more information please contact Pat DiPersio at
(847) 872-8699 ext. 4010 or via email to pdipersio@winthropharbor.com.

Economic Development
The Economic Development Commission (EDC) serves
an advisory function reporting to the Village Board. The
express purpose of the Commission is to foster the economic development of Winthrop Harbor in order to improve the quality of life and overall economic welfare of
all its citizens.
The objective of the Commission is to promote the development, establishment and expansion of commercial,
industrial, and professional enterprises in Winthrop
Harbor, thereby increasing the value of the nonresidential tax base of the Village.
Winthrop Harbor is poised to welcome new business and
development while supporting our existing business
base. Retailers considering expanding existing operations and/or looking for a new location will see we have a
strong demand for tourism related businesses, including
restaurants, accommodations and specialty shops.
Want to get involved? Positions are open on the Economic Development Commission and we are seeking interested volunteers. We invite you to contact Pat DiPersio
for more information. Pat can be reached at (847) 8728699 or via email to pdipersio@winthrhopharbor.com.

technology in the school. Full details and on-line registration is available at https://www.whsd1.org/Page/975.

AARP Chapter 871
Winthrop Harbor AARP will meet at 1pm on Tuesdays
April 17th and May 15th. April will include a presentation by the University of Illinois Extension on Container
Gardening. At the May meeting Frank Cisek will be presenting a display of cards covering military installations.
On June 19th we will meet at Noon for a luncheon at
Stone Creek Grill.
Regular meetings are held at the Winthrop Harbor Community Center on 7th Street. New members and guests
are always welcome. Refreshments are served. For questions please call Jerry Larson at 847-746-6567 or e-mail
him at jerryplarson@sbcglobal.net.

WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS
BRANCH PICKUPS IN MAY & OCTOBER
Public Works will conduct pickups of trimmed branches on each Monday in May, and again in October. This is for
trimmed branches only and not for entire tree removals or for branches left by commercial services. Residents
may place trimmed branches at curbside for pickup. Please visit Public Works at www.winthropharbor.com for more
details. For questions please contact us at 847-872-5275.
Residents are also reminded that you can place up to six yard-waste bags or 32-gallon cans curbside each week for
pickup by Groot. There is no extra charge for customers on the basic waste pickup plan. Details are also online.
2018 REFUSE HAULER CONTRACT INFORMATION
Recently, the Village of Winthrop Harbor decided to go out to bid for its refuse and recycling contract. After three
vendors responded, Groot Industries, Inc. was found to be the lowest responsible bidder. Many considerations were
taken into account while writing the RFP and during the subsequent negotiations to better serve everyone in the
community. Below are the general costs for refuse service. There could be slight differences for residents that opt for
extras, i.e. extra containers.

REFUSE HAULING 8 YEAR CONTRACT
Savings

Leaf Pickup
Included

Yard Waste
Included

Service
Unlimited Service
Limited
Recycle Only
Universal Stickers: $2.00 each

Annual

Monthly

Annual

$256.68
$242.28
$72.84

$21.39
$20.19
$6.07

($81.60)
($62.64)
-

Monthly
($6.80)
($5.22)
-

OTHER SERVICE COSTS
Private Service
$22.00 per cubic yard

Change in Service
$25.00 per change

White Goods
$35.00 per item

Monthly Rate to Lease Additional Wheeled Carts
Medium 65 gallon Cart $3.00 - Large 95 gallon Cart $5.00

CULVERTS 101: HOW RESIDENTS CAN MAINTAIN THEIR INFRASTRUCTURE
What is a culvert? A culvert is a pipe located in the right of way, usually under a driveway,
that allows water to drain from one area to another. Culverts allow water to drain more effectively than pool on the roadway, which causes traffic hazards and road deterioration. You may
not realize it, but many houses in Winthrop Harbor have culverts located at the base of and
underneath your driveway. It can be easy to ignore culverts until a problem arises. Most culverts are made of metal, steel, aluminum or plastic and can erode or corrode from road salt,
erosion and the weather’s elements. They can also become clogged from sediment, dirt and other materials. Similar
to a driveway apron, a culvert falls under the homeowner’s responsibility for maintenance and repairs. Visit the
Public Works page at winthropharbor.com for more information, including tips on maintaining your culvert.
Contact Public Works at (847) 872-5275 or publicworks@winthropharbor.com with any questions. We’re here to help!
(FIRE DEPARTMENT—Continued from page 5)

While it may be an inconvenience to bag up your yard waste and save it for Friday morning pickup, or for the time slot
the leaf vacuum truck comes by your place, the reasons for doing so are valid and important.
Remember, you certainly are able to enjoy the nice weather with a campfire in your backyard, so long as you adhere to
the guidelines set forth in the ordinance. The pertinent ordnance is number 95.55, which can be viewed online at winthropharbor.com. The ordinance states that the fire must be no larger than 5’x5’x5’, no closer than 30 feet to a structure, utilizing clean/untreated fire wood, must be attended at all times, and must be extinguished by 11pm.
Enjoy the spring and summer, and stay safe! And please stay in touch with your Fire Department by stopping by the
station, checking WinthropHarborFire.org, and becoming a fan of our WHFD Facebook page!

Quick Reference for Meeting & Event Dates
For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line
Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.

Village Hall Closed

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

Monday

-

-

May 28th

-

Tuesdays

7pm

April 3th & 17th

May 1st & 15th

June 5th & 19th

Wednesdays

6pm

April 11th

May 9th

June 13th

Recreation Board Meeting

Mondays

7pm

April 9th

May 14th

June 11th

Planning and Zoning Board Meeting

Tuesdays

7pm

April 10th

May 8th

June 12th

CPR Training

Saturdays

9am

April 28th

May 26th

June 23rd

TEEN DANCES (5th-8th grades)

Fridays

7-10pm

April 13th

May 11th

-

GYM NIGHTS (K-4th grades)

Fridays

7-9pm

April 20th

May 18th

-

WALK’N WALK’N

Mon-Fri

8-10am

Every week

Every week

Every week

VILLAGE PARK CLEAN-UP EVENT

Saturday

9am

April 28th

-

-

FIRE DPT. PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Sunday

7am-Noon

-

May 27th

-

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

Monday

11am

-

May 28th

-

SUMMER FAIR & CARNIVAL

Thu-Sun

-

-

Wednesdays

7pm

Every week

Board of Trustees Meeting
Economic Development Meeting
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At Village Park - 2700 9th Street in Winthrop Harbor

Thursday, May 31st, thru Sunday, June 3rd





Carnival Rides & Games!
Live Bands & Beer Garden!
Food & Game Booths!
Fireworks Saturday Night!

Unlimited Ride Specials:

For unlimited carnival rides from
6-10pm on Thursday and 1-5pm on Saturday and Sunday. Only $20 per day!

Thursday 5pm-11pm  Friday 4pm-Midnight  Saturday Noon-Midnight  Sunday Noon-7pm

