
2004 First Quarter Community Improvement Award Winner: 
Brad Dowton -- 521 7th Street NE 
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Pictured (l-r) is the home owner, Brad Dowton, along with Community Improvement Judges: Michelle Woods, 
Code Enforcement Technician and Tanya Willis Code Enforcement Officer. 
 
Brad Dowton began his home improvement project ten years ago, when he removed the concrete 
covering 90% of the front yard and replaced 12 inches of top soil with two dump truck loads of new 
soil.  Brad then added a new and smaller driveway.  The planting of more than 300 low maintenance 
shrubs and five trees followed.  Some of the structural improvements he made included: installation 
of a new roof, low emittance (E) windows, insulated exterior doors, an air-condition unit, privacy 
fence, micro drip irrigation and outdoor solar lighting.  The cost of this entire project is estimated at 
$15,000.  




