CITY OF WEST RICHLAND
PARK BOARD MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
3803 W. VAN GIESEN

MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2012
6:30 PM

AGENDA

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

Board Member Present | Absent
Dave DeRosa
vacant

Craig Sloughter
vacant

Chandy Lindberg
Melanie Olson
Connie Schneider
Ilka Gilliam

Bob Leedy

Tony Benegas

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS AND COMMENTS
a. Council Liaison Tony Benegas
b. Park Board

6. CITIZENS PUBLIC COMMENT

7. PRESENTATIONS
Tokens of Thanks to Barb Valinske and Heather Villa

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Park Plan Update — Discuss review and adoption process

9. NEW BUSINESS
a. Election of Chair & Vice Chair
b. Dierks’ request for park bench at Paradise Park

10. STAFF REPORTS

11. ADJOURNMENT - Continue Meeting to Date Certain
Next meeting February 27, 2012












CITY OF WEST RICHLAND
PARK BOARD AGENDA ACTION ITEM

AGENDA ITEM: | 9b ACTION TYPE
MEETING DATE: | January 30, 2012 Public Hearing
SUBJECT: | Dierks’ request for park bench — Pass Motion
Paradise Park
Recommendation X
to City Council
Prepared by: | Leedy Other

Reviewed by:

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The attached letter from Richard Dierks requests City approval of the Dierks’ family
offer to donate a memorial bench (preferably swinging) at Paradise Park. Richard will

be present at tonight’s meeting to briefly describe the offer and respond to questions
from the Board.

ANALYSIS

The Dierks family offer is relatively straightforward. Staff is aware that a swinging
bench at BRSC suffered some sort of abuse or mistreatment and needed to be
anchored to the ground. While the same fate might befall a “swinger” at Paradise, it
seems that the more passive nature and less intense use of this neighborhood park
lends itself to giving the swing another try. Richard’s suggestion to position the swing
amongst or at the east edge of the small pine grove seems inviting and fitting.

As seems to be standard practice, the donor would be responsible for purchase and
delivery of the swing and commemorative plaque, and Public Works staff would tend to
site preparation and installation. Precise location could be as mutually agreed between
Public Works and Richard Dierks.

RECOMMENDATION:

Acceptance of swinging bench donation.

ALTERNATIVES:

Decline offer or stipulate stationary model.

FISCAL IMPACT (Indicate amount, fund, and impact on budget):
Nominal Public Works staff time and incidental site preparation.

SUGGESTED MOTION(S):

Move that Park Board recommend to City Council acceptance of the Dierks donation of
a swinging park bench at Paradise Park.

WAPARKS\PARK BOARD\Dierks Staff Report.doc



Richard D. Dierks, Jr.
48125 E. Mayo Loop
Benton City, WA 99320

January 16, 2012

City of West Richland

Attn: Mr. Bob Leedy

Director, Community Development
3108 W. Van Giesen

West Richland, WA 99353

Dear Mr. Leedy:

[ am writing on behalf of my family to express our desire to donate a park bench in memory of our
parents, to be placed at Paradise Neighborhood Park. As we had discussed previously, it is my
understanding that our family will pay for the cost of the bench and a bronze memorial plaque, and the
City will contribute the labor and materials for installation.

In the early 1970s, my parents purchased a 40-acre parcel of agricultural land located south of West
Richland, west of Bombing Range Road and due south of Pitt Street (now known as Paradise Way). My
father intended to grow wine grapes, with his target market being small amateur winemakers (home
winemaking was becoming quite popular at the time). My mother grew vegetables, and they planted
several rows of evergreen trees as a windbreak and for later harvest as home-grown Christmas trees. In
an effort to conserve water and minimize weed growth in his vineyard, Dad developed and installed an
experimental drip irrigation system — the kind of irrigation that today is commonplace in vineyards and
landscaping in the Columbia Basin. My three brothers and I spent many summer days working on “the
ranch”, helping out with the chores and enjoying the peaceful view. Mom and Dad especially cherished
watching the sunsets, enjoying the evening breeze and listening to the calls of the curlews and coyotes,
not all that far in the distance. This, they hoped, would be their retirement project, and home.

Unfortunately, this was not to be. In the late 1970s, West Richland’s growth led to construction of
residential housing west of Bombing Range Road in what became known as the “Bird Hill”
neighborhood. By 1980, homes had been built up to the east property line of my parents’ parcel. The
influx of people and increase in traffic through the area brought with it a number of unfortunate acts of
vandalism. A range fire burned part of the property in 1982 and damaged most of my father’s stock of
wooden grape trellis posts. When the property was re-zoned from agricultural to residential, my father
removed what farm equipment and supplies remained there. The property was eventually sold to a
developer.

The crops were left to deal with the desert as best they could. Surprisingly, some of the grape vines
continued to grow and bear fruit. Even a few of the evergreens survived in the middle of the desert, bent
by the wind and irrigated solely by what moisture Nature provided. The surviving grape vines finally fell
victim to the blades of construction bulldozers in the early 2000s. However, when the property was
subdivided, the developer set aside approximately one acre near the center of the original quarter-quarter
section to become what is now Paradise Park. The developer also preserved within that acre the well that
was drilled in 1972 and the surviving pine trees, planted by my parents almost 40 years ago.

As we had discussed previously, Dad especially enjoyed the swinging benches in Richland’s Howard
Amon Park during his walks along the river. My family would like to have a similar bench installed at
Paradise Park if this meets with the City’s approval. If not, a fixed bench, like the one currently located



near the playground toys at Paradise Park, is acceptable. Although there is currently no walking path in
the area, we would like to have the bench sited east of the pine trees such that park visitors could enjoy
the shade on a summer afternoon. We would also like to have a commemorative plaque (cast bronze),
approximately 8 inches square, permanently affixed to the foundation, similar to the one shown in the
enclosed photograph. My family will cover the cost for purchasing the plaque.

Thank you for your kind attention to our request. If there are any questions, please contact me by phone
at (509) 713-3967 or by e-mail at rdierks@clearwire.net. I am able to represent our family at any Park
Board or City Council meetings if needed.

Sincerely,

Richard D. Dierks, Ir.

Attachment 1: Bench photograph
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