
 

“Hundreds of mulch 
fires are reported every year 
in every state. You can help 

prevent mulch fires!” 

FFFiiirrreee   SSSaaafffeeetttyyy   AAAllleeerrrttt   

MMMuuulllccchhh   FFFiiirrreeesss   AAArrreee   MMMooorrreee   

CCCooommmmmmooonnn   TTThhhaaannn   YYYooouuu   TTThhhiiinnnkkk!!!   
  

Hundreds of mulch fires are reported 
every year in every state. You can help 
prevent mulch fires!  

 

Mulch fires can burn buildings, burn the 
woods and burn people. Most are started 
by people; so most can be prevented.  

 

Your fire department is frequently called 

upon to extinguish a fire that is burning in 

bark mulch, often against the side of a 

building. Sometimes the occupants of the 

building catch the burning before it gets 

out of hand and put it out with water. 

Without these actions, people may have 

been killed or injured or many of our 

beautiful buildings might have been 

destroyed.  

Warrington Township Department of Fire, 
Inspections and Emergency Services: 

3400 Pickertown Road 
Chalfont, Pa 18914 

www.warringtontownship.org 
Phone: (215) 997-7501 

Fax: (215) 997-7539 

 

MMMuuulllccchhh   FFFiiirrreeesss   

   
AAA   ssseeerrriiiooouuusss   ttthhhrrreeeaaattt   tttooo   yyyooouuurrr   

hhhooommmeee,,,   ppprrrooopppeeerrrtttyyy   aaannnddd   

fffaaammmiiilllyyy   

 

 

WWWaaarrrrrriiinnngggtttooonnn   TTTooowwwnnnssshhhiiippp   

FFFiii rrreee   MMMaaarrrssshhhaaalll ’’’sss   OOOfff fff iiiccceee   

http://www.warringtontownship.org/


 

Fire Safety Alert 

There has been a significant increase in the 

number of fires that occur in landscaping mulch. 

These fires are particularly dangerous due to 

their proximity to homes and structures. The fire 

starts in the landscaping mulch, spreads into 

the shrubbery and then to the home or building. 

Other factors such as below average rainfall, 

extremely dry conditions, warm temperatures 

and abnormal winds increase the risk of serious 

damage from mulch fires.  

 

The risk of a mulch fire is more common than 

one might expect. This is a problem that we all 

share. Many commercial and public facilities no 

longer allow smoking inside the facility as a 

result of today’s laws and policies. Cigarette 

and cigar smokers often discard lighted 

smoking material, including lighted matches, 

into the landscaped areas as they enter the 

building.  

 

Businesses, universities, community colleges, 

local governments and homeowners take pride 

in the outward appearance of their buildings 

and homes. We as employees, students and 

visitors enjoy these landscaping efforts as well. 

Mulches are commonly applied after shrubs are 

planted in the landscape. Mulches are chosen 

for a variety of reasons including aesthetic 

appeal, color, price, organic content, nutrient 

content, reduction in weed competition, dust 

abatement and soil moisture retention. 

Regardless of choice, proper care must be 

taken to prevent mulch fires. 

  

 

 

 

In order to reduce the potential for a fire in 
landscaping mulch, follow these guidelines:  

 Be aware of this danger.  

 Recognize when it gets hot and has been 
dry for an extended time, which enables 
these fires to start more readily.  

 If you smoke, PLEASE use the provided 
receptacles to discard your smoking 
material and matches.  

 If you see anything smoking in a 
landscaped bed, put it out if you can and 
report it to someone inside the building. If 
the burning material is not thoroughly wet 
or removed, it may re-ignite.  

 Grounds maintenance crews should be 
aware of the conditions that are favorable 
for mulch fires and increase surveillance of 
mulch beds in the afternoon when fires are 
more likely to occur.  

 Provide proper receptacles for smoking 
materials at all entrances to public 
buildings and in designated smoking areas. 
Do not use mulch in or near these areas.  

 Provide a minimum of an 18-inch clearance 
between landscaping mulch beds and 
combustible building materials. Ensure 
proper clearance to electric devices, such 
as decorative lights, by following the 
manufacturer’s instructions.  

 Keep landscaping mulch beds moist if 
possible. 

What Can You Do? 

People Aware are People Who Care 

 

 

 
 
 

 

OTHERWISE DELETE BOX 

 

FFFooorrr   MMMooorrreee   IIInnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn   

TToo  lleeaarrnn  mmoorree  aabboouutt  pprrootteeccttiinngg  yyoouurr  

hhoommee,,  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  ffaammiillyy,,  ccoonnttaacctt  

yyoouurr  llooccaall  ffiirree  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt,,  llaannddssccaappee  

aarrcchhiitteeccttss,,  MMaasstteerr  GGaarrddeenneerrss,,  hhoommee  

ssuuppppllyy  bbuussiinneesssseess  oorr  tthhee  WWaarrrriinnggttoonn  

TToowwnnsshhiipp  FFiirree  MMaarrsshhaall’’ss  OOffffiiccee..    

  

CCoonnssuulltt  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  WWeebb  ssiitteess  ffoorr  

aaddddiittiioonnaall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn::    

  

wwwwww..ddooff..vviirrggiinniiaa..ggoovv  

wwwwww..ffiirreewwiisseevviirrggiinniiaa..oorrgg  

wwwwww..ffiirreewwiissee..oorrgg  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWWaaarrrrrriiinnngggtttooonnn   TTTooowwwnnnssshhhiiippp   

FFFiii rrreee   MMMaaarrrssshhhaaalll ’’’sss   OOOfff fff iiiccceee   
 

http://www.firewise.org/

