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Traffic Calming Study 
Hosbrook Road Corridor 

Executive Summary 
 

Excessive speed has consistently been an issue along Hosbrook Road in Sycamore Township. With new 
proposed developments at the northern end of Hosbrook Road, residents are concerned about additional 
traffic and speed. Hosbrook Road, while residential in land use, is functionally classified as a collector 
road.  The purpose of this report is to look at traffic calming measures that can be implemented along 
Hosbrook Road that mitigate speed while still allowing the functional use of the road. 

The Institute of Transportation Engineers defines traffic calming as the following: 

Traffic calming is the combination of mainly physical measures that reduce the negative effects of motor 
vehicle use, alter driver behavior, and improve conditions for non-motorized street users. 

The contents of this report show that many traffic calming measures were evaluated as a means of 
reducing speed along the Hosbrook Road corridor.  Section IV lays out the overall list of alternatives that 
are available within the engineering “marketplace” by which traffic calming measures can be 
implemented.  These options were then reduced to four alternatives for further evaluation. 

The four alternatives that were examined in greater detail were chosen by the Traffic Calming Committee 
which was comprised of officials from Sycamore Township, the City of Madeira, the Hamilton County 
Engineer Office, and residents on Hosbrook Road.  The Committee meetings were open to the public.   

The four alternatives presented are titled: 

- Streetscape Alternative #1 
- Streetscape Alternative #2 
- Roundabouts 
- Gateways and Markings 

These alternatives were presented to the public at a meeting on February 11th, 2009.  The comments from 
that meeting, along with input from the Traffic Calming Committee were used to create the Preferred 
Alternative.  This alternative is combination of Streetscape Alternative #1 and the Gateways and 
Markings Alternative.  The implementation of this calls for the construction of new sidewalk and curb on 
the west side of Hosbrook Road, high visibility crosswalk markings and signage at each intersection, 
islands at selected intersections, and lighted crosswalks crossing Hosbrook Road at each intersection.  The 
proposed elements included in the prepared alternative are to be used as a guideline once the decision has 
been made to move forward with the design process.  The total cost for the Preferred Alternative is 
$1,540,000.  A funding source for the implementation of the preferred alternative has not been determined 
at this time.  Both the County and the Township would have to go through a separate public hearing 
process prior to assessing any property owners for the installation of sidewalks.   
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I. Introduction 

Every community has distinct traffic patterns by which drivers become comfortable in 
their use.  These routes are traveled frequently and evolve into collector roads for 
neighborhoods and districts.  The evolution of these streets is usually a function of the 
history by which the community developed, and the associated traffic patterns of 
surrounding communities. 

Main routes in residential areas function as a focal point for community activities such as 
pedestrian walkways, bikeways, and children’s activities.  As a result, vehicle speed 
must be controlled to reduce the opportunity for safety problems.  When vehicles are 
driving at high speeds they have less time to react and the opportunity for accidents 
increases. 

The Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) understands the importance that traffic 
calming has to communities and has developed the following as a standard definition of 
traffic calming: 

Traffic calming is the combination of mainly physical measures that 
reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behavior, 
and improve conditions for non-motorized street users. 

As a result, the overall goal of traffic calming is to improve conditions for pedestrians and 
bikers – all non-motorized users.  The “Center for Transportation Research and 
Education” at Iowa State University compiled a study on the effect of various techniques 
for meeting the goals of traffic calming.  In their analysis they conclude that reducing 
speed is a function of changing drivers perception of what is a safe speed in relation 
to roadway design.  This includes the roadways width, grade, curvature, and turning 
radius.  They state that the physical narrowing of a roadway does lead to reduced 
speeds while at the same time, a perceived narrowing of the roadway through pavement 
markings and landscaping can also have the same effect.  Additional technical data 
regarding these conclusions can be found in the October 2007 Final Report available at 
www.ctre.iastate.edu. 
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II. Field Survey and Examination 

Mr. Chris Jones performed a field survey along Hosbrook Road. The focus of the field 
activity was to evaluate the road conditions as well as utility locations to determine 
available roadway widths for potential improvements.  A sign inventory was also 
completed and is shown on the alternative sheets. 

Speed data was collected for three weeks along Hosbrook Road using a speed trailer 
and data collector. The data from the speed measuring device was used to evaluate 
average and 85th percentile speeds along Hosbrook Road.  The 85th percentile speed 
was 33.4 mph. 

The speed was collected in two ways using the speed trailer.  The trailer has the 
capability of displaying the driver’s current speed on a display board which is large 
enough for the driver to see.  One set of data was obtained with the display device in the 
“ON” position, while another set of data was obtained with the display device in the 
“OFF” position.  The tables on the following pages provide detailed information on the 
data gathered.   

A comparison of the data shows that with the display “ON” versus “OFF”, the 85th 
percentile speed was reduced 1.4 mph.  In addition, 63% of the vehicles drove 5 mph or 
more over the speed limit when the display was “OFF”, while only 46% of the vehicles 
drove 5 mph or more over the speed limit when the display was “ON”.  This is a net 
reduction of 27%. 

Traffic volumes were collected at 9 intersections in the study area. These volumes were 
used to evaluate current traffic patterns and level of service at the major intersections in 
the study area.  A summary table of the traffic volumes is included in this report. 
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III. Community Survey 

A community survey was collected using the online resource Survey Monkey.  The 
survey was used to determine concerns of the citizens in the Hosbrook Road area with 
regards to speeding, congestion, sidewalks, and various other issues. 

A copy of the survey is included in the Appendix.  In addition, a summary of the results 
along with selected written responses is also included in as figure 9. 

Over 250 responses to the survey were received.  Figure 10 shows the locations of 
responses.  All of the responses were located in either Sycamore Township or the City 
of Madeira.  

Of those who responded to the survey, over 50% prefer to have sidewalks installed on 
Hosbrook Road.  48% of the respondents would prefer to have bike paths installed on 
Hosbrook Road.  Most of the residents stated that their main traffic related concerns 
along Hosbrook were at the intersections of Hosbrook Road/Montgomery Road and 
Hosbrook Road/Euclid Avenue.  There were also concerns regarding drivers making left 
hand turns into the TGI Fridays development from southbound Hosbrook Road. 



CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSuurrvveeyy  
  

T r a f f i c  C a l m i n g  S t u d y ,  H o s b r o o k  R o a d  C o r r i d o r ,  S y c a m o r e  T o w n s h i p ,  O h i o  14 
 

Figure 9:  Survey Summary 
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They are also appropriate for residential areas because they can be a constant 
reminder that speed is an issue.  The latest designs of these devices provide for 
a compact installation, which can be mounted on existing poles or adjacent to the 
roadway edge.   

Advantage: 

An advantage is that they are less intrusive to the neighborhood than the trailers, 
which will make them easier to implement and keep in service. 

Disadvantage: 

After a period of time, drivers can be desensitized to the devices.  These devices 
will still have an impact for the driver who is not a regular user of the roadway. 

C. Lane Striping 

Lane striping can be used as a non-vertical solution to traffic calming.  It would 
include center yellow striping along with white edge lines plus chevrons at 
strategic locations.  These are highly visible markings and can be installed at little 
cost, while encouraging drivers to slow down.   

Advantage: 

Advantages would be that it is inexpensive to install and has no impact to 
emergency response.   

Disadvantage: 

Disadvantages are that it increases maintenance costs and its affect on drivers 
can be diminished over time. 

D. High Visibility Crosswalks 

These crosswalks would be installed at all locations of street crossings and 
designed to clearly delineate the location of a crosswalk.  This would be in 
addition to signage, which would 
be required at these locations.   

Advantage: 

Advantages would be that the 
crosswalks are inexpensive to 
install and have no impact to 
emergency response.  High 
visibility crosswalks increase the 
visibility for pedestrians in the 
area.   
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Disadvantage: 

Disadvantages are that they require additional maintenance than traditional 
crosswalks and provide pedestrians with a false sense of security given the traffic 
conditions.    

E. Speed Humps/Tables 

Speed humps and speed tables are the most common and visible means of 
addressing traffic calming.  Speed humps are typically a rounded layer of asphalt 
that is approximately six inches in height.  Speed tables are a larger alternative 
whereby a flat surface of roadway is elevated 3 to 6 inches for approximately 20 
feet.   

The size of speed tables is based upon ITE design criteria and is based upon a 
35 mph design speed.  Their recommendation calls for the tables to be a total 
length of 22 feet.  This allows for a 10 foot table and 6 foot ramps.  The typical 
height is 3 or 4 inches, but can be up to 6 inches.  An estimated cost for the 
installation of the tables is between $5,000 and $10,000 a piece.  This range 
accounts for the variation in the height and choices regarding striping 
alternatives. 

Advantage: 

Advantages are that speed humps and tables can be installed on most streets 
with minimal impact to the roadway drainage patterns.  They are also viewed by 
the public as a visible and permanent means of controlling speed on streets.  
Studies performed by the Center for Transportation Research and Education 
(CTRE) show that 85th percentile speeds are reduced by up to 10 mph at 
locations where speed humps or tables are installed.   

Disadvantage: 

Speed humps and speed tables can present delays by emergency personnel 
responding to calls.  They will have to reduce speed when approaching speed 
humps and tables to prevent damage to their vehicles.  In addition, the humps 
and tables present a maintenance concern for snow removal because these 
devices can damage plow blades.   
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F. Raised Crosswalks 

Raised crosswalks are similar to speed tables but they have crosswalk markings 
and are located at strategic locations for pedestrian access.   

Advantage: 

The advantages are that they are effective in reducing speeds.  They increase 
visibility for pedestrians and slow vehicle traffic at conflict points with pedestrians.   

Disadvantage: 

The disadvantages are that raised crosswalks slow emergency vehicles and 
buses.  They have a potential negative impact on the drainage systems.  

G. Bulbouts 

Blubouts can be installed at intersections along the lengths of the roadway.  They 
narrow the street to help facilitate pedestrian movements and reduce speeds on 
the approaches.   

Advantage: 

The advantages of bulbouts 
are that they reduce vehicle 
speed near the intersection 
and make pedestrian 
crossing safer and easier.   

Disadvantage: 

The disadvantage is that 
they affect turning 
movements for larger vehicles.  The construction of the roadway at the 
intersections reduces the available turning radius for drivers.  
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H. Rumble Strips 

Rumble strips are typically installed at approaches to intersections where drivers 
need to be reminded to slow down.  These are typically used in rural areas or 
away from residential areas. 

Advantage: 

Rumble strips can provide an inexpensive means of reminding drivers to slow 
down. 

Disadvantage: 

Rumble strips cause high levels of noise pollution to surrounding houses.  This 
increase in noise takes place 24 hour a day. 

I. Pavement Marking Legends 

These are speed limit or other words painted on the pavement to alert drivers of 
the posted speed limit.   

Advantage: 

Advantages of pavement marking legends are that they are inexpensive to install 
and have no impact to emergency personnel.   

Disadvantage: 

Disadvantages are that it increases maintenance costs and its affect on drivers 
can be diminished over time. 

J. Raised Pavement Markers 

These markers can be installed at strategic locations within the project corridor to 
more clearly delineate the centerline or edge-line of a roadway.  They are most 
often used on horizontal curves; however, they could be used on vertical curves.   

Advantage: 

Advantages are that they are inexpensive to install and have no impact to 
emergency response.   

Disadvantage: 

Disadvantages of these markers include an increase in noise and the high 
probability that they would be removed during the snow-removal process. 
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K. Streetscaping 

This traditionally includes the installation of a planting area between the street 
and a sidewalk.  The Hosbrook Road implementation will most likely require a 
curb to be installed adjacent to the sidewalk for drainage purposes.  The curb 
itself will act as a traffic calming device by narrowing the effective width of the 
road. 

Advantage: 

Advantages of streetscaping are its positive aesthetic effect along the project 
corridor.  The addition of lighting and sidewalk elements cause the driver to 
reduce their speed. 

Disadvantage: 

Implementing a streetscape design is a costly endeavor and impacts the entire 
corridor.  It will remove the suburban nature of the neighborhood and 
dramatically change its character. 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

L. Gateways/Entryways 

Both provide a visual notification to the drivers that they are entering a 
neighborhood or commercial district.  This helps make the area appear more as 
a destination rather than a means of using that road as a way to get from point A 
to point B.   

Advantage: 

Advantages are that they may reduce volumes.  They have a positive aesthetic 
effect and have good functionality.  They also improve the quality of life for the 
neighborhood.   
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Disadvantage: 

The disadvantages are that they potentially carry great vehicular hazards and 
can create poor visibility conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M. Traffic Circles 

These provide a circular operation at an intersection rather than either, a two-
way, or four-way stop.  The vehicles on a thru street must change their travel 
path in order to navigate through the traffic circle.   

Advantage: 

Traffic circles require the driver to slow down upon entering the intersection to 
navigate the circle. 

Disadvantage: 

Traffic circles take up a large area and can impact drainage patterns.  They 
usually require the acquisition of land for construction purposes.  The circles can 
prevent certain large vehicles from navigating the street without a means of 
providing an alternative route.  Large vehicles could also cause traffic backups. 
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Table 1:  Matrix of Alternatives and Associated Impacts 

 Speed Reduction Volume Reduction Noise Increase Cost 
 Low Med High Low Med High Low Med High Low Med High

Additional Speed 
Enforcement   x x   x     x 

Permanent Speed 
Education Devices  x  x   x    x  

Lane Striping  x  x   x   x   

High Visibility 
Crosswalks x   x    x  x   

Speed 
Humps/Tables   x  x   x   x  

Raised Crosswalks x    x   x   x  

Bulbouts x   x   x     x 

Rumble Strips  x  x     x  x  

Pavement Marking 
Legends x   x   x   x   

Raised Pavement 
Markers x   x    x  x   

Streetscaping  x   x  x     x 

Gateways/Entryways  x   x  x    x  

Traffic Circles   x  x  x     x 
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V. Traffic Calming Committee Selected Alternatives and Preferred Alternative 

A series of four traffic calming alternatives were forwarded from the recommendations 
stage and evaluated further as a set of selected alternatives by the Traffic Calming 
Committee.  These four alternatives were then presented to the general public at a 
meeting on February 11th, 2009.  The comments from the general public are included in 
the Appendix to this report.  The four alternatives were then revised to a single 
“Preferred Alternative” by the Traffic Calming Committee on March 12th, 2009.  A copy 
of the four alternatives, the preferred alternative, and the associated cost estimates is 
included in this section of the report.   

A. Streetscape Alternative #1 

The alternative labeled “Streetscape Alternative #1” is shown on plan sheets C-
301 through C-304.  This alternative shows the construction of a sidewalk with a 
concrete curb on the west side of Hosbrook Road from just south of the existing 
Duke Realty Building to Euclid Avenue.  The sidewalk will create a visual and 
vertical barrier for drivers traveling on Hosbrook Road.  The curb and sidewalk 
will make the driver feel as though the roadway is narrow which can result in 
lower speeds.   

The exhibits show that the sidewalk will most likely be able to be constructed 
within the available right-of-way of Hosbrook Road.  However, grading 
easements will need to be acquired from the residents in order to provide the 
appropriate amount slope from the proposed elevation to the existing ground.   

In addition to the sidewalks, intersection modifications were added to this 
alternative as a means of slowing vehicle speeds at intersections.  The addition 
of a median at the intersection will provide another visual and vertical barrier for 
drivers as they drive the length of Hosbrook Road.   

The cost estimate included in this report shows that the overall cost of this 
alternative will be approximately $1,015,500.   

B. Streetscape Alternative #2 

The alternative labeled “Streetscape Alternative #2” is shown on plan sheets C-
401 through C-404.  This alternative would be considered a full streetscape 
because it includes new sidewalk on both sides of the street and a center island 
raised median with new street lighting.  The exhibit shows that the new median 
would be constructed for nearly the entire length of the roadway and would 
preclude vehicles from making left turns, except at intersection locations.  The 
new curb on both sides of each lane would create the visual and vertical barrier 
that leads drivers to slow their speed.   

The alternative would also significantly alter the daily traffic patterns of residents 
along Hosbrook Road.  Most would not be able to make left turns into or out of 
their driveway and would then be forced into making U-turns at median breaks.  
Due to the overall width of the construction, easements and/or right-of-way would 
need to be acquired from residents along Hosbrook Road on both the east and 
west side of the roadway.   
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The cost estimate included in this report shows that the overall cost of this 
alternative will be approximately $2,216,625.   

C. Roundabout Alternative 
The alternative labeled “Roundabout” is shown on plan sheets C-201 through C-
205.  This alternative would construct roundabouts at three intersections along 
Hosbrook Road.  The diameter of the roundabout is the minimum that could be 
constructed to meet the design criteria for school buses and other vehicles which 
utilize this roadway.  The roundabout design would require that drivers reduce 
their speed significantly as they enter the roundabout.   

The diameter of the roundabout and the proximity of the houses to the 
intersection would require that four homes would be acquired in order to build the 
new intersection.  The cost estimate of $1,143,000 for all three intersections does 
not include an allowance for property acquisition and relocation expenses.  
These expenses are significantly higher than the construction cost of the actual 
roundabout.   

D. Gateways and Markings Alternative 
The alternative labeled “Gateways and Markings” is shown on sheets C-501 
through C-504.  This alternative would build two new gateway signs on the 
northern and southern end of Hosbrook Road.  The signs would be design and 
located in such a location as to alert drivers that they are entering a residential 
neighborhood.  Once the driver understands that they are in such a 
neighborhood, then they should adjust their speed accordingly.   

The markings portion of the alternative will install high visibility crosswalk 
markings and signage at intersections within the Hosbrook Road corridor.  The 
markings will alert drivers that they are approaching a crosswalk where there 
could be a potential for pedestrians crossing the street.  In addition, an “In-
Pavement Lighted Crosswalk” could also be installed for increased visibility at 
night.   

The cost for the gateways and markings component is minimal at under $20,000.  
The “In-Pavement Lighted Crosswalk” costs approximately $75,000 per each leg 
of the intersection.  The cost to install them at each intersection for each 
Hosbrook leg would be approximately $450,000.   

E. Preferred Alternative 
The Preferred Alternative from the Traffic Calming Committee is a composition of 
the “Streetscape Alternative #1” and the “Gateway and Markings Alternative”.  By 
combining the qualities of each alternative into a single design solution, it will 
give the residents and drivers along Hosbrook Road the changes to the roadway 
that will be needed to create a physical and visual impediment to slow the speed 
of traffic.  The total cost for the Preferred Alternative is $1,533,660.  

It is noted that the “In-pavement Lighted Crosswalk” are included in this 
alternative as an option.  The final decision regarding the use of this feature will 
be determined at the final design phase. 
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D. Hosbrook Road Traffic  Calming Committee Meeting Agendas 
  

AGENDA 
HOSBROOK ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING     
SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP 
June 12, 2008 
08056 
 
BRANDSTETTER CARROLL INC. 
Architects   Engineers   Planners 
 
 
1. Existing Traffic Counts Obtained And Shown On Exhibit 
  AM: 7:00 am to 9:00 am 
  PM: 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
 
 
2. Level Of Service For AM And PM Was Calculated 

� Results are attached 
 
 

3. Speed Data On Hosbrook Road Will Be Obtained With Assistance From HCSO 
 
 
4. Sample Questionnaire Is Attached 

� Please comment:  add, remove, etc. 
� Posted on www.surveymonkey.com 
� BCI will tabulate results 
� Links from: 

o Sycamore Township 
o Madeira 
o HCEO 
o Community Article/Press Release 

 
 
5. Next Steps 

� Evaluate speed data 
� Add proposed volumes to study area 
� Receive community input 
� July meeting date 
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AGENDA 
HOSBROOK ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING     
SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP 
July 24, 2008 
08056 
 
BRANDSTETTER CARROLL INC. 
Architects   Engineers   Planners 
 
 
1. Speed Data On Hosbrook Road Was Obtained. 

� 85th percentile speed = 33.4 mph 
� Decease in 85th percentile speed with display on (1.4 mph) 
� 63% of vehicles are driving 5 mph or more over speed limit without display. 
� 46% of vehicles are driving 5 mph or more over speed limit with display. 

 
 
2. Revised Sample Questionnaire Is Attached 

� Please comment:  add, remove, etc. 
� Posted on www.surveymonkey.com 
� BCI will tabulate results 
� Links from: 

o Sycamore Township 
o Madeira 
o HCEO 
o Community Article/Press Release 

 
 
3. Next Steps 

� Receive community input on existing conditions 
� Compile draft alternative solutions questionnaire  
� Perform manual survey of Hosbrook Road: 

- Signs 
- Major drainage areas 
- Utility corridors 
- Locations of sight distance concerns 

� August meeting date 
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AGENDA 
HOSBROOK ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING      
SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP 
September 4, 2008 
08056 
 
BRANDSTETTER CARROLL INC. 
Architects   Engineers   Planners 
 
 
1. Questionnaire Results Are Attached 

� Posted on www.surveymonkey.com for 3+ weeks 
� 261 responses were received 
� Summary of results is attached: 

o Over 50% prefer to have sidewalks on Hosbrook 
o 48% would like bike paths 

- Summary of discussion questions is attached: 
o Most respondents stated that traffic concerns were at Hosbrook

Road/Montgomery Road and Euclid/Hosbrook Road 
o Concerns about backing out of driveways 
o Concerns about left turns into TGI Fridays center from Hosbrook Road 

 
 
2. Next Steps 

� Compile draft alternative solutions questionnaire  
� Manual survey of Hosbrook Road has been completed.  Plan will be brought to 

next meeting 
� September meeting date:  September 25, 2008 at 4:00 pm 

 
 
Attachments 
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AGENDA 
HOSBROOK ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING      
SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP 
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BRANDSTETTER CARROLL INC. 
Architects   Engineers   Planners 
 
 
1. Questionnaire Results were emailed 

� Posted on www.surveymonkey.com for 3+ weeks 
� 261 responses were received 
� Summary of results is attached: 

o Over 50% prefer to have sidewalks on Hosbrook 
o 48% would like bike paths 

- Summary of discussion questions is attached: 
o Most respondents stated that traffic concerns were at Hosbrook 

Road/Montgomery Road and Euclid/Hosbrook Road 
o Concerns about backing out of driveways 
o Concerns about left turns into TGI Fridays center from Hosbrook Road 

 
2.   Alternative Solutions are attached 
 -  Advantages and Disadvantages are discussed 
 - Please review with any comments, additions, or corrections 
 - Discard any non-feasible solutions 
 
3.   Manual Survey of Hosbrook completed 
 - Survey will assist in the implementation and analysis of alternatives 
 
4.   Exhibit showing location of responses is available 
 
5. Next Steps 
 -  Begin draft form of report – will be brought to next meeting 
 - Agree on solutions and prepare for public discussion 

- October meeting date:  October 23, 2008 at 4:00 pm 
 
 
Attachments 
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1. Alternative Solution Exhibits are attached 

-   Discussion on solutions 
 - Roundabout 
 - Streetscape Alternative #1 
 - Streetscape Alternative #2 
 - Signing/Markings/Gateways 
-  Comments from Committee  

 
2.   Draft report is attached (minus Appendices) 
 -  Committee is requested to review report and offer any comments 
 - Send comments via email to Ben Brandstetter 
 
3. Collective discussion regarding solutions 
 - Preferred alternative 
 
4. Public Meeting 

- Discuss what will be presented and manner of presentation 
- Discuss date for meeting 
- November meeting date:  ???? 

 
 
Attachments 
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AGENDA 
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Architects   Engineers   Planners 
 
 
1. Review minutes from October 23, 2008 meeting 
  
 
2. Discuss comments from committee and public 
 
 
3. Public Meeting 

- January 13th 6 – 8 p.m. 
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HOSBROOK ROAD CALMING PUBLIC HEARING
SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 11, 2009 
08056 
 
BRANDSTETTER CARROLL INC. 
ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS PLANNERS 
 
Summary of process to date: 
 
In the middle of 2008, Sycamore Township initiated a study group to understand the traffic 
concerns voiced by the residents along the Hosbrook Road corridor.  This study group was
comprised of officials from Sycamore Township, The City of Madeira, Hamilton County
Engineers Office, and Citizens who reside in the area.  Each of these groups is a stakeholder in 
the project and would be impacted by any modifications made to the corridor. 
 
During the course of the stakeholder meetings, a base set of data was presented to give the
stakeholders an understanding of the existing conditions.  Some of the data included speed 
information and traffic volume data.  The study group evaluated alternatives from engineering
practices along with studies completed by other communities to compile a “menu” of alternatives
with which to implement traffic calming techniques on Hosbrook Road. 
 
Not all alternatives evaluated are appropriate or feasible for Hosbrook Road.  However, the
report will document the solutions discussed to show why they were not brought forward for
consideration. 
 
The alternatives presented at this meeting give the public an opportunity to view the alternatives
and provide additional comment, over and above that which has been provided by the study
group and its citizen members.  Please use the back of this page to offer your written
comments.  In addition, 11” x 17” plan sheets of the presentation boards are available if you
would like to offer an additional solution that has not already been brought forth. 
 
Below you will find a brief description of the alternatives presented at this meeting: 
 
� Roundabouts: These provide a circular operation at an intersection rather than either, a

two way, or four way stop.  The vehicles on a thru street must change their travel path in
order to navigate through the traffic circle. 

 
� Streetscaping: This traditionally includes the installation of a planting area between the

street and a sidewalk.  The Hosbrook Road implementation will most likely require a curb
to be installed adjacent to the sidewalk for drainage purposes.  The curb itself will act as a
traffic-calming device by narrowing the effective width of the road. 

 
� Gateways/Entryways: Both provide a visual notification to drivers that they are entering a

neighborhood or commercial district.  This helps make the area appear more as a
destination rather than a means of using that road as a way to get from point A to point B. 
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HOSBROOK ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING PUBLIC MEETING
 
 
 
Name:__________________________________ Phone No:___________________________
 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________
 
 
 
 
Comments: __________________________________________________________________
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE MAIL OF FAX YOUR COMMENTS TO: 
 
BEN BRANDSTETTER 
BRANDSTETTER CARROLL INC. 
424 EAST FOURTH STREET, 3rd FLOOR 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45202 
513-651-0147 (FAX) 
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AGENDA 
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Architects   Engineers   Planners 
 
 
1. Review comments from Public Meeting 
  
 
2. Review cost analysis of alternatives 
 
 
3. Preferred Alternative Selection 
 
 
4.  Wrap-up and final report 
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E. Hosbrook Road Public Meeting Citizen Comments 
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MEMORANDUM������������������������

FROM:��KENWOOD�MEADOWS�CIVIC�ASSOCIATION�(KMCA)�

TO:��SYCAMORE�TOWNSHIP�TRUSTEES�

SUBJECT:��HOSBROOK�ROAD�TRAFFIC�CALMING�STUDY�RECOMMENDATIONS�

DATE:��March�7,�2009�

�

BACKGROUND�

The�KMCA�began�discussions�with�the�Sycamore�Township�Trustees�in�early�2007.��These�discussions�
were�focused�on�various�impacts�to�our�neighborhood�as�a�result�of�significant�commercial�development�
in�the�Kenwood�area.��At�that�time,�it�was�anticipated�that�about�1,000,000�sq.�ft.�of�new�office,�retail,�
and�commercial�development�would�be�constructed.���Of�particular�concern�were�the�redevelopment�of�
the�now�vacant�motel�site�(Neyer)�and�the�development�of�the�former�Lone�Star�Restaurant�site.��

As�a�result�of�this�development,�it�was�obvious�the�Meadows�neighborhood�would�be�subjected�to�high�
traffic�volumes�on�Hosbrook�Road,�decreased�safety�for�motorists�and�pedestrians,�and�potential�for�cut�
through�traffic.��It�was�also�realized�that�similar�impacts�would�affect��residences�both��to�the�east�and�
west��of�Hosbrook�Road.��As�a�result�of�aggressive�efforts�by�the�KMCA,�the�Township�convened�a�
“Hosbrook�Traffic�Calming�Study”�Committee.��This�Committee�was�composed�of�members�from�the�
Meadows�neighborhood,�Hamilton�County�Engineer's�office,�Township�administrative�staff,�and�the�City�
of�Madeira.�

The�first�meeting�of�the�Committee�was�held�in�May,�2007.��Periodic�meetings�were�held�for�the�purpose�
of�developing�traffic�control�alternatives�which�would�achieve�the�objective�of�protecting�the�residential�
areas�from�negative�impacts�caused�by�the�commercial�development.�

A�public�meeting�was�held�on�Wednesday,�February�11,�2009.��Various�exhibits,�maps,�and�charts�were�
available�for�the�public�to�examine�and�to�comment.���

The�purpose�of�this�memorandum�is�to�provide�the�Trustees�with�recommendations�of�the�KMCA�based�
on�material�provided�at�the�public�meeting.��These�recommendations�have�been�submitted�to�the�
membership�at�large�and,�thus,�can�be�considered�to�generally�represent�the�interests�of�the�Meadows�
neighborhood�at�large.��However,�each�resident�may�speak�for�themselves�if�they�desire�to�do�so.�
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RECOMMENDATIONS�AND�CONCLUSIONS

General�

The�“Roundabout”�alternative�is�unacceptable.��Too�much�right�of�way�will�be�required�and�some�
houses�would�be�razed.��

The�“Boulevard”�concept�is�also�unacceptable.��The�installation�of�a�median�in�Hosbrook�Road�is�not�
practical�and�would�cause�hardship�on�the�residences�since�it�would�prohibit�left�turns�into�and�out�of�
driveways.�

Hosbrook�Road�design�criteria�should�be�very�carefully�selected.��It�is�well�understood,�within�urban�
engineering�and�planning�design�principles,�that�careful�design�can�be�an�important�factor�in�controlling�
the�speed�and�driver�awareness.���Every�effort�should�be�made�to�avoid�the�appearance�of�a�“wide”�
Hosbrook�Road�since�that�would�encourage�higher�speeds�and�weaken�its�residential�character.�

It�is�recommended�that�the�roadway,�if�reconstructed,�should�be�no�wider�than�two�lanes�of�travel.��
Presently,�the�lanes�are�about�11�feet�wide.��The�objective�is�to�maintain�a�narrow�“footprint”.�

The�slight�curve�at�the�northern�end�of�Hosbrook�Road�should�be�retained�since�this�creates�a�gateway�
effect�for�motorists�and�encourages�slower�speeds�and�awareness�of�pedestrians�and�bicyclists.��Note�
that�this�element�should�be�carefully�coordinated�with�the�pending�design�of�the�proposed�Hosbrook�
Road�connector,�serving�the�former�motel�site.�

Landscaping�and�urban�streetscape�elements�should�be�introduced�in�the�final�design.��This�would�
include�appropriate�signage�at�key�intersections,�gateway�landscaping,�and�crosswalks.�

�An�important�objective�of�the�Calming�Study�was�to�mitigate�the�expected�high�volume�of�cut�through�
traffic�in�both�the�Meadows�neighborhood�and�in�the�City�of�Madeira.��To�date,�very�little�attention�has�
been�given�to�solutions�for�this�problem.��We�ask�that�this�issue�be�addressed�in�more�detail.�

No�recognition�has�been�given�to�the�Township�Traffic�Impact�Study.��This�Study�recommended�widening�
of�Hosbrook�(e.�g.��5�lanes�at�Montgomery�and�3�lanes�at�Euclid)�and�the�Hosbrook�connector�road�to�
the�motel�site.��These�modifications�are�a�direct�result�of�potential�commercial�developments.��We�ask�
that�this�critical�element�be�addressed.�

FUNDING�OF�IMPROVEMENTS�

No�cost�estimates�have�been�prepared�to�date�for�any�of�the�alternatives.��It�would�be�helpful�to�have�
some�idea�of�approximate�cost�of�the�various�design�elements�as�this�Study�process�moves�forward.��We�
believe�this�should�be�addressed.�

It�is�important�that�the�Trustees�provide�clear�explanations�related�to�how�these�improvements�will�be�
funded.��We�know�the�Trustees�are�on�record,�and�have�shown�a�willingness,�to�fund�infrastructure�
improvements�beneficial�to�both�the�Neyer�and�Lone�Star�developments�with�Tax�Increment�Funding�
(TIF)�methodology.��The�KMCA�requests�that�the�Trustees�also�commit�to�funding�the�Traffic�Calming�
improvements�using�the�same�TIF�funding�method.��It�is�our�understanding�that�sufficient�TIF�funding�is�
available.
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Equally�important�is�a�recognition�that�part�of�Hosbrook�Road�is�within�the�City�of�Madeira.��We�need�
information�related�to�how�improvements�will�be�implemented,�both�administratively�and�financially.���

Without�a�carefully�thought�out�financial/funding�program,�the�Study�has�very�little�practical�value.�

Specific�Improvements�

The�following�recommendations�are�related�to�specific�design�elements:�

1. A�sidewalk�should�be�installed�on�the�west�side�of�Hosbrook�Rd.�to�provide�a�continuous�
pedestrian�path�from�Euclid�to�Montgomery�Rd.��A�new�sidewalk�will�widen�the�"foot�print"�of�
Hosbrook�Road.��Every�effort�should�be�made�to�minimize�the�negative�affect�on�front�yards�of�
existing�Township�residences.��Details�need�to�be�provided�by�the�Study�Consultant�related�to�
impact�on�utility�poles,�valves,�fire�plugs,�existing�landscaping,�etc.��There�are�several�alternate�
designs�that�need�to�be�presented�and�evaluated.�

The�KMCA�will�provide�more�information�and�comments�on�this�element�of�the�Calming�Study�as�
a�result�of�the�“flyer”�circulated�in�the�neighborhood.��There�is�a�definite�difference�of�opinion�
about�sidewalks,�both�for�and�against,�by�residences�along�Hosbrook.��More�discussion�and�
information�is�needed�before�a�decision�can�be�made.�

2. Four�way�stop�signs�should�be�installed�on�Hosbrook�Road�at�Miami�Hills�and��three�way�stop�
signs�at�Shewango;�

3. The�existing�speed�limit�of�25�mph�should�be�retained.��A�regular�ongoing�coordinated�
enforcement�program�should�be�established�by�Madeira�and�Township�police�officers;�

4. Clearly�marked�crosswalks�should�be�provided�at�all�key�intersections.��The�crosswalks�should�be�
constructed�using�best�practice�traffic�design�principles�which�would�include�consideration�of�
different�pavement�types�(e.g.��brick�pavers),�warning�signs,�pavement�markings,��raised�
crosswalk�and/or�raised�intersections�(e.�g.�speed�tables);�

5. Additional�landscaping�should�be�provided�to�replace�existing�landscaping�elements�(e.�g.�trees�
and�shrubs)�which�will�be�removed�as�a�result�of�the�sidewalk�construction.��Additional�buffering�
should�also�be�considered.�

6. Existing�drainage�problems�should�be�corrected.��This�will�be�possible�as�a�result�of�the�
construction�of�a�curb/sidewalk;�and�

7. Gateway�signs�and�landscaping�should�be�installed�at�key�intersections�along�Hosbrook�Road,�
and�Euclid�Road.�

We�request�that�KMCA�be�provided�with�a�written�response�to�the�above.�

Thank�you.�
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F. Stop Sign Implementation Discussion 

Many residents and members of the Traffic Calming Committee expressed their desire to have 
stop signs installed at intersections along Hosbrook Road.  Much discussion and debate was 
spent on the feasibility and implementation of stop signs within this corridor.  Further 
investigation by Brandstetter Carroll Inc. showed that the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD) published by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) specifically states 
that “STOP signs should not be used for speed control”.  A copy of the complete section from 
the MUTCD is included in this Appendix.  It is for this reason that Stop signs were not pursued 
as an alternative in this study.   
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G. Meeting Comments
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