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Skokie’s 2011 Tax Levy Marks 21st Year of Property Tax Freeze 
 
The Skokie Village Board is considering a 2011 property tax levy that is identical to the 
Village’s 1990 levy, marking the twenty-first consecutive year of the Board’s self-imposed 
property tax freeze.  The 2011 tax levy presented to the Village Board on December 5 for first 
consideration amounts to $15,456,695, which is identical to the 1990 levy.  Approval is 
expected at the December 19, 2011 Village Board meeting. 
 
“The Village Board approved a five-year property tax freeze in 1991. Due to prudent budgeting 
and pro-active economic development, the Village has been able to sustain the property tax 
freeze for an additional 16 years, with 2011 marking the twenty-first year of the Village 
Board’s commitment to hold the line on the Village’s share of property taxes,” commented 
Mayor George Van Dusen.  “In 1990, the Village’s share of an average Skokie property tax bill 
was 15.22%.  In 2010, the Village’s share was an average 7.15%.  This has been sustained 
through austere financial times, without an impact on Skokie’s excellent municipal services.  I 
commend my colleagues on the Village Board and all Village staff for their hard work to 
continue Skokie’s property tax freeze in light of challenging economic times.” 
 
Without a property tax freeze, annual increases could have mirrored changes in the consumer 
price index.  Had the Village of Skokie adjusted its levy annually for inflation since 1990, the 
2011 levy would have been $26,600,178, which is $11,143,483 higher than the actual 2011 levy 
of $15,456,695.  It also equates to a nearly 72.1% increase over the 2011 levy, and would have 
resulted in an average $326 increase to the average annual residential property tax bill.   
 
Tax bills contain a number of different components, with different government agencies 
responsible fore the various components.  For example, the Cook County Assessor determines 
property value, assessment level, assessed value, equalized assessed value and exemption for 
homeowners, senior citizens, etc.  The only level of control the Village of Skokie has over 
property tax bills is relative to its annual tax levy.  For more information on Skokie’s portion of 
property taxes visit www.skokie.org.  
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