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Accrual Basis of Accounting - The basis of accounting under which revenues are recorded when earned and expenditures are 
recorded when goods are received and services performed even though the receipt of the revenue or the payment of the expenditure 
may take place, in whole or part, in another accounting period. 
 
Board Approved - The expenditure amount approved by the Board of Trustees, to be included in the fiscal year budget, after the 
department's budget is reviewed at the budget hearing. 
 
Bond – A binding agreement executed by a bidder (Village of Skokie) and another party (private investors), to guarantee the 
performance of certain obligations or duties to the purchaser.  Bonding institutions are graded dependent upon their ability to pay back 
their bond obligation.  The Village of Skokie currently has a bond rating of AAA, which is the highest possible grade. 
 
Budget - A financial operating plan for a given period (fiscal year) which displays the estimated expenditures to provide services or 
accomplish a purpose during that period.  
 
Budget Hearing - The Process by which the Board of Trustees through public meetings, review the expenditure requests made by the 
departments. Actions taken in the budget hearings are later adopted into the final budget through the budget adoption memo. 
 
Budget Issues - Describes expenditures that will have a major fiscal impact on the department.  Only increases over $250 are included 
in this section.  
 
Capital Budget – Section of listings in the Capital Improvement Program (see below) that corresponds to the expenditures for the 
upcoming fiscal year only. This is the only section of the CIP that is subject to approval by the Board of Trustees during budget 
review.  
 
Capital Improvements – Refers to initial construction, developments and/or improvements of facilities that are necessary to provide 
municipal services and major pieces of equipment required in order to provide such services. 
 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) - A listing of major programmatic requests covering the next five fiscal years. Expenditures in 
the first year make up the Capital Budget. Even though only the upcoming fiscal year is eligible for approval, expenditures for all five 
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years are enumerated and reviewed by the Board of Trustees. The CIP is revised annually and is submitted as part of the budget 
process.  
 
Commission for Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) – CALEA is an independent accreditation organization 
whose purpose is to improve delivery of law enforcement service by offering a body of standards. The Skokie Police Department 
currently holds CALEA accreditation. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) - An annual entitlement from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) which is used to administer a variety of local physical improvement projects, housing programs, social services, 
and other activities consistent with local planning goals.  
 
Debt Service Funds – An account for resources earmarked to make interest and principal payments on long-term debt.  The Village 
of Skokie, as a home-rule community of the State of Illinois, has no debt limit under the Constitution of the State of Illinois. 
 
Department - Separate agencies within the Village governmental structure which are divided into functional areas to provide specific 
services. 
 
Division - The separation of different specialized areas within a department. For example, Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting are two 
such divisions within the Fire Department 
 
Division Description - A narrative before each departmental budget that describes the organizational structure of the division, and its 
main areas of responsibility. 
 
Economic Development Fund - Established to enhance the commercial and industrial tax base in the Village, and to coordinate the 
planning and construction of projects designed to enhance both the aesthetic and functional uses of property.  
Enterprise Fund – Accounts for the activities that are usually self-sustaining principally through user charges for services rendered.  
The specific fund within the Village’s budget is the Water Fund.  
 
Expenditure - Payment for goods and services. 
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Fire Pension Fund - Accounts for accumulated assets from firefighter contributions, taxes, and investment income to pay for 
retirement, disability, and death benefits for firefighters. 
 
Fiscal Year - The twelve-month period designated as the operating year for the Village. The Village of Skokie’s fiscal year is from 
May 1 - April 30.  
 
Flood Relief Program Fund - Established to abate basement flooding in the Village. This will be accomplished through the 
construction of large capacity trunk sewers, flow regulators, and detention facilities that will control the rate of flow of storm water 
into the sewers, then channel the water into the Deep Tunnel System and the North Shore Channel. 
 
Fund - An independent financial and accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts in which financial transactions relating to 
revenue, expenditures, assets and liabilities are recorded. Funds are established to account for the use of restricted revenue sources 
and, normally, to carry on specific activities or pursue specific objectives. Government accounting systems are organized on a fund 
basis. (A description of each fund included in the Village of Skokie's budget can be found throughout this glossary.) 
 
Fund Balance – The fund equity of governmental funds.  Changes in fund balances are the result of the difference of revenues to 
expenditures.  Fund balances increase when revenues exceed expenditures and decrease when expenditures exceed revenue. 
 
General Fund – Includes all general governmental financial operations not accounted for by any other fund type.  Revenues in this 
fund are derived from taxes, fees, and other sources that are not designated for any specific purposes.  These revenues finance ongoing 
governmental services such as administration, maintenance and police and fire protection.  
 
General Obligation Bonds – Refers to debt issued by the Village of Skokie which is secured by the full faith, credit and taxing power 
of the Village as a governmental entity. GO bonds are a common financing mechanism for governmental entities and do not require 
the use of assets as collateral.   
 
General Obligation Bond Fund - Exists to retire debt established by Village ordinance for specific programs. Funding for debt 
service is provided by property taxes, corporate replacement taxes, interest earnings and inter-fund transfers.  
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Goals - Broad policy statements that reflect the long-term objectives of the department. 

Home Rule Community – The Village is a home rule community as outlined in the State of Illinois constitution, Article III, Section 
6. Home rule communities are able to exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its government and affairs including, 
but not limited to the power to regulate for the protection of the public health, safety, morals and welfare; to license; to tax and to 
incur debt (unless the Illinois General Assembly specifically denies or limits a home rule power by a law approved by the vote of 
three-fifths of the members elected to each house). 
 
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) - The state pension system for civilian local government employees. All employees of 
the Village of Skokie, except fire and police personnel, participate in IMRF if they work in excess of 600 hours per year. 
 
Infrastructure - The large-scale public systems, services, and facilities of the Village that are necessary for service provision and 
economic activity, including systems that supply water, Village facilities, sidewalks and roads etc. 
 
Internal Service Fund – An account for services or goods provided by one department to other departments or funds within the 
Village government. 
 
ISO Rating – The National Insurance Services Office rates communities on their ability to respond and control fires. A scale from 1 
(best service) to 10 (no protection) is used to determine service levels, and commonly referred to by the state and other rating bureaus 
to determine fire insurance rates.  
 
Local Fuel Tax Fund – Tracks and accounts for revenue from the municipal tax imposed on the sale of combustible fuel at any fuel 
retail station within the boundaries of the Village.  
 
Modified Accrual Basis of Accounting - The basis of accounting under which expenditures, other than accrued interest on general 
long-term debt, are recorded at the time liabilities are incurred and revenues are recorded when received in cash.  
 
Motor Fuel Tax Fund - Accounts for revenue from taxes on gasoline distributed by the State of Illinois to local governments. 
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Distribution is based on an equally weighted share of the Village's proportion of population and road mileage to the State's proportion 
of population and road mileage.  
 
Object Code - A four digit numeric code that accompanies each line item expenditure that identifies the specific account the 
expenditure is coming from. The object code is a segment of the entire account number. Object Codes fall into the following main 
classifications: 
 
0100-0199 - Personal Services - Expenditures spent on employee salaries.  
0200-0299 - Personal Services - Expenditures spent on employee benefits. 
0300-0599 - Contractual Services - Expenditures for services which are obtained by an expressed or implied contract or services 
which are of such nature that they normally would be obtained by such a contract.  
0600-0699 - Materials and Supplies - Expenditures for articles and substances in a natural or manufactured state and possessing a 
more or less extended period of life which usually enter into, are connected with, attached to, or become component parts of the 
permanent assets to which they apply. 
0700-0799 - Capital Outlay or Equipment - Expenditures for the purchase of land, buildings, and other improvements, as well as 
machinery and equipment items which have an estimated useful life of two years or more. 
0800-0899 - Other Charges - Expenditures including charges of varying natures but primarily of a fixed nature that cannot be properly 
classified as personal services, contractual services, or materials and supplies. 
 
Operating Budget – This is the primary tool by which most of the financing, acquisition, spending and service delivery activities of 
the Village of Skokie are planned and controlled. The operating budget is an annual financial plan of operating expenditures of the 
General fund, which includes budgeting for the elected officials, all Village departments, insurance, pensions, Village sponsored 
grants and contingency. 
 
Police Pension Fund - Accounts for accumulated assets from police personnel contributions, taxes, and investment income to pay for 
retirement, disability, and death benefits for police officers. 
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Program Review - A summary of accomplishments and difficulties encountered during the past fiscal year that is used to provide 
insights into developing and existing trends relative to the operations of the department.  
 
Public Benefit Fund - Accounts established as an appropriation to retire the public benefit portion of special assessment debt.  This 
debt is approved and its payment obligations each year are specific to individual special improvements.  
 
Public Procurement Unit – Any public unit or any subdivision thereof – in this case, the Village of Skokie, which spends public 
funds for the procurement of services, supplies, or construction 
 
Revenue - Sources of income received during a fiscal year. These can include income from taxes, license and permit fees, fines, fees 
for charges for services, and interest and property revenue. 
 
Skokie Swift – The Yellow line of the CTA that services the Village. 
 
Special Revenue Funds – An account for the expenditure of revenue which has been provided to the government for specific 
programs or projects.  However, expenditures for building programs, major equipment purchases or similar undertakings, normally 
classified as capital improvements, are excluded. 
 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) – A funding mechanism used to repay the financing of needed public improvements within a 
defined area. Tax increments that become available as a result of increased valuation of the improved area are used to pay off 
borrowed funds that were used to make the necessary improvements. 
 
Water Fund - Accounts used for revenues and expenses involved with maintaining the Village's sewer and water distribution system. 
 
Workload Indicators - Provides data as to how much work has been processed within each division. It is used as a measurement tool, 
to compare work performed during the current fiscal year with what was done in previous years. 
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FOOD 
 Restaurants and Other Food Services 175 
 Markets, Bakeries and Carryout 128 
 Food Processors 18 
 
WATER 

Lake Michigan Water from the City of Evanston Treatment 
Facilities operated by Metropolitan Sanitary of Greater Chicago 
 
Total Average Daily 
Consumption (Gallons in millions per day) 8.4 
Meters 18,019 
Watermains (Miles) 177 
Fire Hydrants 2,432 
Sewer Facilities (Miles) 163 

 
 
POPULATION 
 2008 Census (est.) 66,620 
 Households (2007 ACS) 23,228 
 Median Age (2007 ACS) 41.7 
 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
      Geographic Location- 
 Northern Suburb of Chicago 
 Area (Square Miles) 10.059 
 Population Density (Per Square Mile) 6,359 
 Length (Miles) 3.53 
 Breadth (Miles) 4.17 
 

HOUSING  
 Average Household Size (2007 ACS) 2.84 
 Single Family Houses 17,472 
 Units in Multi-Family Buildings 5,751 
 Total 23,226 
  
BUILDING STATISTICS 
 Permits Issued (2008) 3,594 
 New Dwelling Units/Permits in 2008 15  
 New Dwelling Unit Certificates of occupancy 63 
 Value of Construction (2008) $55,877,296 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 Form: Council/Manager 
 Board of Trustees (including Mayor) 7 
 Terms of Office (Years) 4 
 Registered Voters 36,665 
 Precincts 67 
 Incorporated as Niles Center in 1888 
 Name changed to Village of Skokie 1940  
 Number of Permanent Employees 563 
 
VITAL STATISTICS 
 Median Value of Homes  $311,455 
 Median Family Income  $75,204 
 Per capita Income (2000 Census) $28,770 
 Deaths (2008) 375 
 Births (2008) 37 
 Businesses in Skokie (2005) 2,503 
 Total Labor Force (2008) 34,482 
 Retail Volume (2008) $1,198,047,000 
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PARKS 
 Parks 47 
 Total Acreage for Park Purposes 247.8 
 Recreation Centers 4 
 Ice Skating Rinks: 
     Indoor Ice Rinks 1 
 Tennis Courts 40 
 Channel Side Pooch Park 1 
      Dammrich Rowing Center 1 
 
 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 Bus Service: 
    PACE Routes 10 
    CTA Routes 7 
 Rapid Transit – Skokie Swift: 
    Weekday Trips 95 
  
 
 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 Police Officers 116 
 Crossing Guards 38 
 Civilians 30 
  184 
 

TRAFFIC FACILITIES AND CONTROL 
 Facilities: 
  Bridges 16 
  Expressways (Miles) 3.3 
 Streets: 
  Non-Arterials (Miles) 136.2 
  Arterials (Miles) 42.8 
  One-Way (Miles) 6 
  Alleys (Miles) 75 
  Village of Skokie (Miles) 146 
  State of Illinois (Miles) 27 
  Cook County (Miles) 12 
 Street Lights: 
  Arterial Lighting (Miles Lit) 29 
  Residential Lighting (Miles Lit) 130 
 Number of Intersections 1,101 
  Signalized Intersections 86 
 Area of Skokie (Square Miles) 10.6 
 Location: 
  @ Main St./Skokie Blvd. Lat.       42o – 2’ – 30” N 
   Long.  87o – 45’ – 00’ E 
 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 Branches 1 
 Mobile Units 1 
 Volumes 427,817 
 Registered Borrowers 36,626 
 Circulation 1,660,761 
 Non-printed items distributed 140,868 
  (i.e. videos, CD’s, etc.) 
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PARKING 
 Public Parking Facilities (Capacity) 2,083 
 Skokie Swift 647 
 Total Capacity 2,730 
 Parking Meters on Village streets 230  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 Stations 3 
 Uniform Force 116 
 Total Employed 123 
 Fire Responses 2,975 
 Emergency Medical Responses 4,913 
 Rating Class 1 
 




