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Rights and Responsibilities
All groups in our community—teens, parents, merchants and police—share
common rights and responsibilities. Sometimes these are addressed by
specific laws, such as those governing drinking or driving. But often, rights
and responsibilities are not enshrined in law but simply become generally
accepted rules of behavior based on commonly shared values and respect
for others. Over time, laws can change, such as those governing arrests
or laws covering appropriate searches. What doesn’t change over time is
the basic responsibility of all groups in a community to respect one another
and act in a way that best balances the needs of each group against the
obligation not to infringe upon the rights of others.

It is not the intent of this manual to lay out every single law that applies to
teenagers, parents or police. Not only would this make for a very boring
read but it would also be a self-defeating exercise. Instead, the intent is to
state guidelines for behavior that not only conform to the letter of the law,
but more importantly, to the spirit of the law.

Some guidelines about rights and responsibilities worth noting for each
group are listed on the following pages. The common thread running
through all of them is the right of all groups to be treated with respect and
courtesy and the responsibility to treat others the same way.

Good judgment and common sense should be just as important in guiding
our behavior as strict compliance with the law. All groups in the community—
teens, parents, police and merchants—should understand the rationale
underlying any laws that pertain to them. If they don’t understand, they
have the right to ask. But equally important, their behavior should be
governed by an awareness of and respect for the rights of others.
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“WHEN | WAS 5 EVERYONE TOLD ME TO BE A BIG BOY.
WHEN | WAS 10 THEY TOLD ME | SHOLILD BE MORE MATURE.
NOW THEY SAY IT'S TIME TO START ACTING LIKE AN ADLLT.

AT THIS RATE, I'LL BE ELIGIBLE FOR SOCIAL SECURITY

BEFORE | GRAPUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOLY
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Youth Rights and Responsibilities

1. Teenagers have the right to be treated fairly and equally and to be
protected by the law.

2. Teenagers have the responsibility to learn and understand the laws
that pertain to them.

3. Teenagers have the right to dress and appear as they please and the
right to gather in groups as long as they don’t break any laws and they
don’t interfere with the rights of others.

4. Teenagers have the responsibility to take care of their friends, getting
medical attention immediately if a friend is injured, intoxicated or ill.

5. Teenagers have the right to be treated with respect and courtesy and
the responsibility to treat others the same way.

Parent Rights and Responsibilities

1. Parents have a responsibility to know
where their children are at all times.

2. Parents have a responsibility to know
their children’s friends and contact
parents of their children’s friends.

3. Parents have the responsibility to enforce curfews.

4. Parents have the right to learn about laws that pertain to teens and to
ask about interactions between teens and the police.

5. Parents have a responsibility to do all that is necessary to ensure their
children’s health and safety.



Police Rights and Responsibilities

1.

Police have the right to protect themselves and the responsibility to
protect others.

2. Police have the
right to be treated with
respect and courtesy
and the responsibility
to treat others the
same way.

Police have the responsibility to investigate crimes and suspicious
behavior, respond to complaints and enforce the law.

Police have the right to have informal interactions with teens, parents
and merchants in an effort to better know their community and deter
crime.

Merchant Rights and Responsibilities

1.

Merchants have the right to protect their property, including their
storefronts.

Merchants have the right to be treated with respect and courtesy and
the responsibility to treat others the same way.

Merchants have the right to stop disruptive behavior (e.g. unruly
crowds, blocking doorways, vandalism).

Merchants have the responsibility to protect the rights of their
customers.




Tips for communicating

between teens and police

1. Respect goes both ways.
Treat others the same way
you would like to be treated.
When dealing with teens,
police should be reassuring
and informative whenever
possible. Teens should
understand that the police are
doing their jobs and appreciate
their cooperation.

2. Understand that the police
may be on guard because
they do not know who you are.
Due to the nature of their job,
police are normally on guard
and youth may feel intimidated
when being approached by
the police even if they are
innocent of any wrongdoing.

3. If stopped by the police,
youth should stay where they are until an officer tells them they
can leave. Never run away from the police.

4. If you are giving information, be truthful.

5. Keep your hands visible and try not to make any quick
movements while being approached or interviewed by the
police.

6. If you feel that you have been mistreated by an officer try to
think through why you feel this way. Did you do or say anything
that might have been misinterpreted? Did the police respond to
any real or imagined threat when they were dealing with you?
If you still feel that you have a complaint then call or go to the
Police Department and ask to speak with the officer’s supervisor
because this may clear up the situation immediately.




Formal Complaints

If you wish to pursue a formal complaint, tell the supervisor that you would
like your complaint forwarded to the command staff of the department.
Information you will need to present at the time of the complaint is the
date, time and place of the incident, and name and/or description of the
officer.

You will also be asked to provide your name, address, telephone number,
names of witnesses and a detailed summary of the incident in the form of
a sworn statement. You may be called and interviewed by a supervisor
assigned to investigate the complaint. At the conclusion of the investigation,
you will be notified of the results.




Tips for communicating

between parents and police

1.

2.

B

Understand that the police have your children's safety
as their first priority. If your child has been stopped or
taken to the police station, there is a reason for it.

There are two sides to every interaction between youth
and police. Listen to your child but also listen to the
police. It is critically important to get the full picture of
what happened.

Be aware that the police are required by law to respond
to merchants and property owners’ complaints about
youth and their behavior. While your child may have
done nothing illegal, the size of the group or group
dynamics may have contributed to an awkward or
threatening situation, prompting the police to ask
teens to move somewhere else.

If you are present when your child is stopped or
questioned by the police, do not interfere. Allow the
police officers to do their jobs. You will have the
opportunity to ask questions or voice your concerns
either when the situation is resolved or at police
headquarters. If you are not present, you may be
notified by the police and requested to come to police
headquarters, or your child will be given an opportunity
to call you.

Give the officer or the supervisor handling the incident
the opportunity to explain what happened and why
the police took the action they did.

In situations involving juveniles, the Youth Officer will
schedule a meeting with the involved youth and his or her
parents. That meeting will provide an opportunity to ask
questions and voice your concerns in a calm setting. If you
are still dissatisfied with the handling of the situation, you
have the option of filing a formal complaint.

10



Hanging Out

Teens need to explore their
personalities, hang out with their
friends and have fun! Doing these
things at home s sometimes
restrictive or boring, so naturally,
they look for other places such as
parks, Purchase Street or parking
lots. Teens have a right to hang out

but sometimes, if groups become too large or

FOR THE ENJOYMENT AND

SAFETY OF ALL AND IN

COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL

LAWS: THIS AREA 1S CLOSED FROM
ONE HOUR AFTER SUNSET 10 ONE HOUR
BEFORE SUNRISE. THE FOLLOWING  ARE
PROMIBITED:  CONSUMPTION OF  ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES  LITTERING, LOUD  MUSIC

disruptive,

ye residents,
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merchants (or their customers) may ask the police to enforce some order.

1. Use your judgment here and trust your common sense.

Hanging

out at Starbuck’s with a few friends is absolutely fine—but what if
your group expands to 20 or 30?7 Hanging around the village green
is great—but what if you start throwing a football around and hitting
cars? Rye merchants want your business and parents love the easy
accessibility to town—but you do need to think about all members of

the community.

2. Here are some tips as to why the police will sometimes ask you to

leave an area:

3.

Youths — or adults, for that matter — may be asked to leave an area,
such as a parking lot, a park, a playground, or even Purchase
Street. This is generally for either of two reasons; a complaint has
been made about the group’s behavior (they are being disorderly,
littering, obstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic, damaging
property, creating a nuisance, etc.), or a police officer has observed
such behavior and believes it requires his or her intervention.’

Sometimes, this action is taken to try to prevent the situation
from escalating into one that will result in dangerous or criminal
conduct, or because such conduct has taken place nearby (i.e., a
fight has broken out or groups of people are being disorderly in the
area.)

If you have a question about why you are being asked to move,
comply with the request and then ask the question. You have
a right to know but you also have a responsibility to behave in a
way that respects the rights of others. (For example dressing in
non traditional clothes is certainly within your rights but shouting
profanities or using loud and abusive language with your friends
impinges upon others’ rights to enjoy a quiet meal or a walk through
town.)
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Parties

Things to keep in mind if you are a teen attending a party and the police
arrive:

1.

Police response is
normally complaint
driven, meaning
someone either
called to complain
about noise,
drinking or some
other nuisance.

In  most cases,
entrance into the
residence by the
responding officers
is voluntary on the
part of the resident
unless there are extenuating circumstances (e.g. someone is in
danger inside). It is important for teens to remember that the police are
interested in safety first, and safety factors outweigh certain rights.

The safety of your friends should come before your fear of getting
in trouble. If someone is intoxicated or injured or the party is out
of control, call the police for help. Never leave an intoxicated person
alone to “sleep it off”. If a friend needs medical attention, get it without
delay; alcohol poisoning — or what may appear to be a minor injury to
an intoxicated person — may be far more serious than it appears. The
consequences of not calling for help can be far more severe than the
consequences of breaking a law. Never forget that the memory of a
trip to the police station will fade in time; the memory of a friend who
died will not!

Officers have some discretion in these situations, and each officer is
different. If you are directed to leave, make sure you do it safely (go
with sober drivers, and don’t allow intoxicated people to drive).

If you are caught drinking at a party, your parents or guardian(s) can
be called to come get you.

If you are under twenty-one, you may be issued a summons for
‘Possession of Alcohol’.

Be cooperative. Underage drinking is illegal. Remember the police
don’t make the laws but it is their job to enforce them.

12



Note to Parents....

Under New York State Law, parents, hosts and property owners can be
held civilly liable in many situations involving intoxicated youth;

« if someone, particularly
a minor, is injured on
their property

« if a minor dies as a
result of drinking on their
property

« if an underage person
gets into a fight, falls
and hurts themselves or
is sexually assaulted on their property especially if the alcoholic
beverages were obtained on their property

« if a neighbor’s property is damaged by minors attending a party at
your home or apartment

+ if an underage person who was drinking on your property, leaves
your property, and is involved in a motor vehicle accident, causes
injury to themselves or others

A person who provides alcohol to a person under twenty-one can be
criminally charged with Unlawfully Dealing with a Minor, a misdemeanor
punishable by up to 90 days in prison or a fine of up to $500.

Even when parents or guardians are not at home,
they can still be held civilly liable for damages arising
from underage drinking in their home. If a nanny,

housekeeper or any other childcare provider is present
at the time, they can be held criminally liable.

13



ALCOHOL POISONING

Be aware of the critical signs of alcohol poisoning:
*  Mental confusion, stupor, coma or a person can’t be roused
*  Vomiting and/or seizures
»  Slow breathing (<8 breaths/minute) or irregular breathing
(10 seconds or more between breaths)
*  Hypothermia, bluish skin color or paleness

What do | do if someone has alcohol poisoning?
*  You don’t need to wait for all the symptoms to appear!
» If a person is vomiting, make sure you put them on their side and
NOT on their backs
» If someone has passed out, they could die without help
*  NEVER leave a person in distress ALONE-
STAY with them and CALL 911

This excerpt is reprinted wit
permission from John Brick, P
INTOXIKON INTERNATION.




Traffic Stops

Things to keep in mind if you are stopped by a police officer while driving:

1.

Relax! Don’t get out of your vehicle. In most cases the officer will tell
you why they stopped you. If they do not, and you don’t know why you
were stopped, ask politely and provide the officer with the paperwork
they request. Itis your responsibility as the driver of the vehicle to make
sure that your vehicle meets all equipment requirements, that you
have a current and valid driver’s license, insurance and registration.

Officers generally do not know your age, race or sex when you are
stopped at night. (Statistically, vehicle stops are the most dangerous
part of a police officer’s job; the officer stopping the vehicle does not
know if they are stopping a mere traffic violator, a wanted person, or
someone in flight from the commission of a serious crime.) Additional
officers routinely respond to stops to make sure everything is all right.
It is not unusual to see two or three patrol cars at a normal traffic
stop.

If you are stopped late at night or there are several people in your
vehicle, expect the officer to be on guard and seem extra cautious
even though you may not even realize why you were stopped. Turn
on your car’s interior light. Keep your hands where the officer can
see them. Officers understand that you will most likely need to get
into your glove compartment, wallet, purse or console to retrieve the
appropriate paperwork. Wait until the officer asks for these items
before reaching for them. Try to remember that the officer has no
idea who you are or what your intentions are.

If you are driving the vehicle, or you are a passenger in violation of
traffic laws (i.e. not wearing a seatbelt) then you are required to provide
identification.

If you are issued a ticket and feel that there were extenuating
circumstances, then the circumstances need to be explained in court.
If you feel you did not commit the violation, then the ticket needs to
be contested in court. There are directions on the back of the ticket
that describe the process for doing this. If you are unsure how to do
it, ask the officer. It is not to your advantage to argue with the officer
at the time of the stop, and you are not admitting guilt by accepting
the ticket.

Traffic laws are governed by “strict liability”. This means that even
though you did not mean to do something, or did not know it was
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