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The last 10 years have seen a residential and com-
mercial boom in Papillion. With thousands of new
housing starts and millions of square feet of retail devel-
opment in just the last five years, the evidence is every-
where. I can remember when most of the area south of
Highway 370 was cornfields. Some estimates from
2008 and 2009 placed Papillion’s population as high
as 24,000. 

That’s why the results of the 2010
Census appeared to be such a head-
scratcher for many people at first.
While the reported population of
18,894 shows healthy and steady
growth, it is significantly different than
some recent estimates. Why? The
answer is Sanitary Improvement
Districts, or SIDs. 

An SID is essentially a mini-city, created as a form of
development. An SID does not become part of
Papillion officially until we annex them. A huge portion
of this area’s growth has happened with SID develop-
ment outside the city’s corporate limits. SID residents
are not within our city limits and, therefore, not includ-
ed in our census figures. Our research shows that
those areas include more than 3,500 homes, and as
many as 10,500 people. 

While SID residents don’t pay city property taxes
(they pay a levy to their SID) or vote in local elections
for Mayor or City Council, we consider them a part
of our community. In the two-mile area surrounding our
corporate limits, where most SIDs exist, Papillion’s zon-
ing and building codes apply. Our Fire Department
serves that area. City water service is delivered to

them. However, we do not provide police service or
snow removal.

As we annex SID areas during the next decade,
Papillion will continue to grow in the Census counts.
But, right now, these residents are already a part of our
community in many meaningful ways - in parks, and
schools and shops and on the road - no matter what
the Census numbers may report.

Mayor
David Black

Keeping Track of Community Growth
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PARKS

On April 29, the Park
s Department and Tree

Board gath
ered to commemorate Arbor Day

and celebrate Pap
illion being named a “T

ree

City U
SA” for the 22nd consecutive year.

With the help of the Pap
illion-La Vista I

DEAL

School students, th
e City p

lanted five
 trees to

enhance the landscap
e at th

e Pap
illion Police

Department.

The City is using QR (quick response) codes to help
deliver information. A QR code is a unique digital bar
code. A smart phone user can download an application
to scan the code, which drives specific content to their
phone.

It could be a website, text message, email, or nearly any
kind of content supported by the web. 
Papillion’s “Digital Stop” program involves printing QR

codes on signs and placing them at key locations around
town. Those who scan the codes with an application on
their smart phones will be directed to websites with infor-
mation that answers frequently asked questions, such as

hours of operation, policies, or contact information.
A total of 20 signs have been placed at 13 City-operat-

ed facilities, including City Hall (example above), Papio
Bay Aquatic Park, both City-operated golf courses, Sump
Memorial Library, the Recreation office, City Park, Halleck
Park, Schwer Park (and its “splash pad” feature), Walnut
Creek Recreation Area and Sumtur Amphitheater. 

This is the first phase of the City’s plans to use QR
codes. Future phases could include using them for resi-
dents to reserve park shelters or ballfields, take virtual walk-
ing tours of various attractions or update the progress of
specific construction projects.

City Uses QR Codes to Share Info

RECREATION - Senior Center
The Papillion Senior Center is the place for active residents over the age
of 60. Open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. every Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday, the center offers a variety of activities, games, classes and
music opportunities as well as a daily hot meal service.

In May, the Senior Center is collecting jewelry to send with local residents
who are Romanian natives returning to Romania to help a community in
need. The Singing Seniors group also maintains its busy schedule in May,
and will perform at various venues every Tuesday across the metro and sur-
rounding area. 

The Papillion Senior Center is located one block west of the Papillion Post
Office on the corner of Shillaelagh and Limerick Road and can be reached
at 402-597-2059.

City Matters
is a quarterly publication from the City of Papillion, Nebraska, provided to
its residents to keep them informed about their city. City Matters contact:
Darren Carlson, 597-2031, and darren@papillion.org.

Mark Your Calendar

Papillion Days
(always Father’s Day Weekend!)

June 16-19

Mayor’s Hotline
827-1111

For Answers to Your Papillion Questions!

Several neighborhoods south of Highway 370 were not
counted as City population in the last Census because these
residents live in Sanitary Improvement Districts located on
the “outskirts” of the City of Papillion. These “mini-cities”
are vital to the future growth of the City.

The Papillion Half Marathon, 10K and family fun walk happens May 15 and offers something for people of
all ages and fitness levels. More information at www.papillion.org. 

Above, the Papillion Twilight Criterium
is staged on the streets in downtown
Papillion. The event occurs July 16. Many
races, at left, finish at Papillion-La Vista
Schools Stadium on the grounds of
Papillion-La Vista South High School,
108th Street and Highway 370. For entry
information and more details about all
these events visit www.papillion.org.

RECREATION - Papio Bay

Mark your calendars. Papio Bay Aquatic Park opens

May 28. It will be open from noon to 8 p.m. on

Monday, Wednesday, Friday,

Saturday and Sunday. Tuesday

and Thursday hours are noon to

6:30 p.m., closing early for

evening swim classes. 

Papio Bay offers season passes for

both individuals and families.

There are great packages available for birthday parties

and other private party rentals. Swim lessons are filling

fast, so register today. Call 402-597-2041 for more

details. 

SUMP LIBRARY
Sump Memorial Library

provides Papillion resi-

dents with services to

meet their informational,

educational and technolo-

gy related needs. 

During June and July,

Sump Memorial Library is

excited to offer summer

reading programs for children, teens and adults. The

program themes - One World Many Stories, You Are

Here and Novel Destinations – are travel related so

come take a virtu
al vaca

tion at the library.

Contact the library at 
402-597-2040 or get more

information at
www.sumplibrary.org. 


