


The recent news that Papillion was once again
ranked among America’s best places to live by
Money Magazine filled me with pride for our com-
munity. I trust you all felt the same way. Those rat-
ings are a testament to the hard
work put in by city staff, the busi-
ness community, schools and all of
our residents. We all share in it.

It’s even more impressive when
you consider Papillion’s larger track
record in these ratings. The study is
conducted every other year. We’ve
been rated among the best towns
four straight times – in 2005, 2007,
2009 and 2011. That’s the better part of a decade.
To be so consistently excellent is almost unprecedent-
ed.

Affordability is an element in these ratings. We’ve
worked to keep our government efficient and our
municipal property taxes low. Papillion residents
enjoy the lowest city property tax rate in the
greater metro area, and will continue to do so.
When you consider our city’s value– that is, what

you pay for what you get – it’s remarkable.
The city’s proposed 2011 budget will go into

effect this fall. With it, our local levy will go up
from 0.405 to 0.45. This four and a half cent
increase is the first of any kind since 2003. It will
help pay for necessities. Specifically, the budget
includes a new Public Works facility as well as a
capital improvement program that will fund the
repairs and restoration for Sump Memorial Library,
Papio Bay and Hickory Hill Park.

This was not an easy choice for anyone to make.
I know nobody actively seeks higher taxes. Even at
the 0.45 levy, our city tax rate remains the lowest in
the metro area.

We will continue to deliver efficient government
services for the lowest rates.

These capital projects are an investment in our
town’s future. We’re making the investment at a
time when the costs to do these projects will be
lower. By improving our infrastructure and work-
ing to stay on solid financial ground, we put our-
selves in a better position to deliver the nationally
recognized quality of life you expect and deserve.

Mayor
David Black

Papillion’s Value Makes It Special
Mayor’s Message

Department Updates

POLICE

The Police Department’s C
rime Prevention Unit

hosted two sessions of “Po
lice Academy for

Kids,” th
is su

mmer – one in late June, the

other in mid-July. D
ozens of are

a six
th- and

seventh-grad
e students go

t to learn about the

specifics
 of law

 enforcement, including 911,

crime scene investigat
ion, SWAT, and even

the bomb squad. It g
reatly i

mproved how

young people understan
d how law enforce-

ment affe
cts th

eir live
s.

A crucial road project is finally in the works.
Beginning in 2013, the City will begin the process of
widening and expanding 84th (Washington) Street from
Cedardale Road south all the way to Capehart Road.

The project includes the intersection if 84th Street
and Highway 370, one of the busiest intersections in
the county. City Engineer Jeff Thompson believes the
work with improve safety at that spot.

“High traffic volume intersections like that one can be
prone to accidents,” Thomson said. “This work can
improve the traffic flow to increase safety.”

The project is not scheduled to begin construction
until 2013 because the city anticipates it taking two

Washington Street Work to Improve Safety, Flow

Papillion Honors
Cemper as Hero

Washington Street Work Scheduled for 2013
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Cemper grew up in Papillion with his family. He attended Carriage Hill Elementary
and Papillion Junior High School. 

The Heartland of America Band participates in the ceremony honoring Cemper.

The intersection at Washington (84th) Street and Nebraska Highway 370 is
scheduled for work. 

POLICE - National Night Out

For the third straight year, Papio Bay was the host

of Papillion’s “National Night

Out” event. The Papillion

Police Department treated hun-

dreds of residents to free swim-

ming, food and refreshment on a

scorching hot July 31. Once again, a

variety of Police and public safety demonstrations

highlighted a night for residents to interact with offi-

cers.

SUMP LIBRARY
Our local public library celebrated a major milestone on

Aug. 6-7. Sump Memorial Library recognized 90 years

of service with a “90th Birthday”

celebration. The first day fea-

tured a fun event for kids, with

cake, activities and a bounce

house. On Aug. 7, an

open house for adults wel-

comed the public to learn about

and celebrate the library’s history and wide array

of services. Contact the library at 402-597-2040 or get

more information at www.sumplibrary.org. 

America Band and comments from the
Cemper family as well as the official

proclamation and sign unveiling.
“Papillion is a proud military com-
munity,” said Mayor Black. “This

commemorative street name is
just one small way we can honor
a hero who made the ultimate

sacrifice for his country.”
Cemper grew up on Rousseau Court,

attended Carriage Hill Elementary and
Papillion Junior High. He asked to be laid
to rest in Papillion.

This is the second ceremonial street
renaming in the city’s history. The first
came in November of 2010, and honored
Lt. Mark Noziska, who was also killed in
action.

Continued from Front Page

Continued from Far Left

Washington Work continues on Far Right

years for right of way acquisition. The construction
work will be phased over two years, the first expanding
the road between Capehart and Schram Road. The sec-
ond year will work from Schram south to Cedardale.
Though, some concurrent work also will be done to
the north of Highway 370 in year one.

The City has coordinated with all emergency medical
services in the region that transport to Midlands
Hospital, which is located along the planned construc-
tion project. Ongoing coordination is planned to keep
routes available for use at all times.

The project’s $7.9 million costs include all the accom-
panying road infrastructure – such as lights, sewer,
trails and pedestrian access – is 80 percent funded by
federal funds. The remaining 20 percent of the cost is
divided between the City, Sarpy County and the devel-
opers of the Shadow Lake subdivision.

The project has been years in the making and has
required significant planning. “This is the most sub-

stantial road construction project for this town in the
last five years,” Thompson said.

Improved traffic flow could be a key part of attract-
ing more residential and commercial development
along 84th Street.

“We’ve had developers look at and consider this area,
but back off and wait for the road to be improved,”
said Mayor Black. “This could spur some movement.”

FIRE

The Pap
illion Fire Department hosted its s

ixth

annual “Fi
re Camp for Kids” on July 28-29.

Campers ag
e 6 to 12 had the

chance to see demonstrati
ons,

learn fire safe
ty an

d have fun

with local F
ire Department staf

f.

The cam
p continues to be a

success, w
ith many yo

ung peo-

ple returning several ye
ars in

 a ro
w.

The road work scheduled on Washington (84th) Street will continue south
to Capehart Road.


