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When French fur traders trekked across the
undisturbed prairie in the late 1700s to the val-
ley beside a creek swarming with butterflies, it
caused one of them to exclaim, “Ah, Papilion,”
in his native tongue.

Many years later, John Beadle examined the
same territory and left a record of the area’s
natural beauty in his
diary. In it, he described
his vision of a town
located in the center of
the county that would
flourish because of its beauty, its location and
its amenities. He platted the area in hopes of
building the town himself, but died before he
could return. It was up to his relative, David
Beadle, and others to come in pioneer spirit
and set the foundation of what has become
one of America’s best cities in which to live.

Failure was not an option to men like Beadle,
Samuel Pike, and H.A. Sanders, who set neces-
sary goals to guarantee the community’s suc-
cess. Sanders and Pike sold lots to ensure a
contract with the Union Pacific and Missouri

Railroads. With a depot in place, Sanders, Pike
and Beadle devised a plan to win the election
and become the county seat.

To ensure the successful growth of Papillion,
Sanders and his brother donated land on
which a new courthouse would be built. The
Papillion Town Company was established, and

Sanders, Beadle and Pike
donated lots which were
auctioned to raise
$10,000 to erect a two-
story, brick building that

was offered to the people of the county to use
as a courthouse, free of charge. The gift
proved to be irresistible to voters in 1875
when Papillion became the county seat, sealing
it as a community of purpose with a lasting
future.

Perhaps the strongest aspect of Papillion’s
history is exampled by its leaders who,
throughout time have focused on expanding
the community to improve the quality of life
of the citizens while maintaining its small
town spirit.

Leadership key throughout years

The blacksmith shop of Absolom Critchfield was located just east of where the Papillion Flower
Patch is today. Not far down the road, the Critchfields were said to have a lovely Victorian
home where Mrs. Critchfield hosted many social functions. The house was destroyed in a flood.

History
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City of Papillion Management Team

Finance - 
Nancy Purscell

City Administrator
Dan Hoins

Assistant
City Administrator

Christine Myers

City Attorney
Karla Rupiper

Library - 
Robin Clark

Building - 
Todd Aerni

Planning - 
Mark Stursma

City Engineer 
Jeff Thompson

Community
Relations -

Darren Carlson

Administrative
Secretary 

Nicole Brown

Human Resources
Specialist 

Carrie Svendsen

Mayor
David P. Black

Executive
Assistant 

Denise Boever

City Clerk 
Eliza Butler

Golf Maintenance -
Tom James

Recreation -
Lori Hansen

Parks - 
Tony Gowan

Police Chief
Leonard Houloose

Fire Chief
Bill Bowes

Public Works -
Marty Leming
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City Organizational Chart
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City of Papillion 

Your Tax Dollars at Work for 2011 

(Levy Amount per $100 of Valuation) 

K-12 Education ……. 

(PLV, LC and ESU) 

   ($1.282844) 

City of Papillion …………………………………………… 
($0.452463) 

Sarpy County ……………………………………………………………. 

($0.299900) 

Metro Community College ……………………. ($0.085000) 

Papio-Missouri NRD …………………………………………………… 

($0.032753) 

Agricultural Society……………………………………………………………………….  

($0.001340) 

Source: Sarpy Resolution 2011-337 

How Your Taxes Are Spent

By The Numbers
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By The Numbers
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By The Numbers

-- The City of Papillion maintains an investment-grade credit rating (Aa2)
from Moody’s Investor Services. --
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By The Numbers

2011/2012 GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES BUDGET

    Administrative
6%

    Fire
29%

    Building
3%

    Planning
2%

    Library
5%

    IS
2%

    Parks
7%

    Police
29%

    Street
11%

    Senior center
1%

    Recreation
3%

    Amphitheater
2%

2011/2012 GENERAL FUND BUDGETED REVENUES

Property Tax
21%

City Sales Tax
39%

Occupational Taxes
6%

State Funding
6%

Federal Grants
0%

Permits & Fees
11%

Rural Fire District
16%

All other sources
1%



City of Papillion
122 E. Third St.
Papillion, NE 68046

Buy One 18-Hole Round - Get One Free
Issued to: Papillion Residents

PROMOTIONAL GOLF PASS

• Buy one regularly priced 18-hole green fee and
receive one 18-hole green fee for accompanying
player at no charge.
• Golf cart rental required for both players.
• Valid Monday-Friday anytime. Weekends and 
holidays after 2 p.m.
• Valid at Eagle Hills Golf Course or Tara Hills Golf
Course.

• Advance tee times required. Tee times may be
made seven (7) days in advance.
• Please advise us that you intend to use this pass
when calling for your tee time.

No cash value. Not valid with any other discounts, offers, league play, outings or special event.
Subject to availability. Offer ends June 30, 2012.

Eagle Hills - 592-7788
Tara Hills - 592-7550

Name _________________________
Phone _________________________
E-mail _________________________

PPRRSSRRTT  SSTTDD
UUSS  PPoossttaaggee

PPaaiidd
OOmmaahhaa  NNEE

PPeerrmmiitt  ##11995588

Papillionn Cityy Hall

122 E.Third St. • Papillion, NE 68046
597-2000 • www.papillion.org

City of Papillion

City Services
Administration 402.597.2000 

Police Department 402.597.2035 

Fire Department 402.339.8617 

Public Works Department 402.597.2043 

Parks Department 402.597.2043

Recreation Department 402.597.2041 

Planning Department 402.597.2077 

Building Department 402.597.2072 

Family Fun
Tara Hills Golf Course 402.592.7550 

Eagle Hills Golf Course 402.592.7788 

Sump Memorial Library        402.597.2040

Papio Bay Aquatic Center 402.597.2041

Moving In
OPPD - Electricity 402.536.4131 

Black Hills Energy - Gas 888.890.5554 

Qwest - Cable 800.244.1111 

Cox - Cable 402.292.2044 

Papillion - Water 402.597.2020 

Papillion Post Office 402.331.4989 

Nebraska Humane Society 402.444.7800 

Auto Licensing 402.593.2148 

Driver’s Licensing 402.593.2165

Mayor’s Hotline: 402-827-1111


