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CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED LANDMARKS COMMISSION  
Annual Report 2010 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 
The mission of the Landmarks Commission is to protect, preserve and perpetuate the structures 
and districts which reflect the City’s heritage.  The Commission encourages education and 
creates an environment that promotes the community’s historic sites, events and citizens in order 
to foster civic pride. 
 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION  
 
The members of the 2010 City of North Olmsted Landmarks Commission are listed below. 
 
Paul Schumann, Chairman 
Dale Thomas, Vice Chairman 
Maryellen Davis 

Thomas Dubowski 
John J. Lasko, Jr. 
Mark Mahoney 

David Neville 
Donald Rerko 
Albert Richner 

 
In 2010 the Landmarks Commission adopted new Rules of Procedure to govern its organization 
and the conduct of meetings. 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 
The Landmarks Commission has the responsibility of reviewing proposals for demolition, 
construction or alteration of any landmark or property within a landmarks district.  The 
Landmarks Commission holds public hearings and issues certificates of appropriateness for 
proposals which meet the criteria for acceptable work.  For guidance, the Commission looks to 
the Secretary of the Interior’s standards for rehabilitation. 
 
One Certificate of Appropriateness was granted in 2010 for the North Olmsted Emergency Food 
Pantry, which was being relocated to a city owned property at 26272 Butternut Ridge Road.  The 
proposal involved building changes as well as site improvements.  The property was also the 
location of the City’s first Community Garden in 2010. 
 
CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
 
As a new Certified Local Government, the City of North Olmsted, led by the Landmarks 
Commission, made application for a CLG grant to make the Old Town Hall of North Olmsted 
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) compliant and make other exterior improvements.  
Unfortunately, the application was unsuccessful.  The Commission will evaluate other potential 
CLG grant projects for future funding cycles. 
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HISTORICAL MARKERS &  HISTORICAL RECOGNITION  
 
Ohio Historical Markers  
 
The Landmarks Commission supported the Olmsted Historical 
Society’s successful application for an Ohio Historical Marker for 
the Frostville Museum.  This marker will be installed and 
dedicated in 2011.   
 
Additionally, Landmarks Commission members attended and 
offered comments at the dedication ceremony for the Olmsted 
Unitarian Universalist Church marker.  The church celebrated its 
175th anniversary in 2010. 
 
Historic Recognition Program 
 
The Landmarks Commission approved one application for the Historic Recognition Program.  
The Knight-Biddulph house on Porter Road was awarded a historic recognition plaque.  This 
house dates back to about 1860 and is the only all sandstone house in the City of North Olmsted. 
 
Designation of Landmarks 
 
The Landmarks Commission nominated two properties for consideration for landmark status in 
the City of North Olmsted.  The Knight-Biddulph house at 4302 Porter Road is more than 150 
years old and is a very unique structure from that era.  The Biddulph house at 25896 Butternut 
Ridge Road was constructed in the 1870’s and its original owners played a significant role in the 
City’s history.  The house is currently vacant and the property is for sale.  Both houses were 
approved by the Commission for study and committees were appointed to conduct research and 
develop reports on the historical significance of the properties. 
 
2010 PROJECTS 
 
2010 Speaker Series 
 

The Landmarks Commission speaker series continued in 2010 with the 
presentation of New Frontiers: Conscience, Conflict and Progress by 
Dale Thomas, a local historian and author.  The event was held in 
partnership with the Olmsted Unitarian Universalist Church.  The 
event included a photo illustrated presentation of local history up 
through the Civil War era along with historic artifacts borrowed from 
the Frostville Museum collection. 
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Historic District Design Guidelines 
 
The Landmarks Commission formed a task force for the purpose of creating design guidelines 
specifically for the Butternut Ridge Historic District.  The intent was to develop an easy-to-
understand set of standards for distribution to homeowners in the area so that they are aware of 
the special requirements that come with owning and improving property in the historic district.  
The guidelines were adopted by the Commission in 2010 and a district-wide mailing is planned 
for 2011. 
 
Cemetery Improvement Project 
 
Some action was taken regarding the ongoing cemetery improvement project in 2010.  A 
surveyor was hired to complete surveys of both city cemeteries, including current boundaries and 
existing conditions.  The surveyor also staked out the areas of the cemeteries with missing pins 
to assist city crews in quickly locating and identifying gravesites.  These surveys will provide a 
foundation for any capital improvements recommended in the Cemetery Improvement Plan. 
 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS  
 
In recent years, the Landmarks Commission has worked hard to form partnerships with other city 
government groups.  Along with the Planning and Development Department, the Commission 
continues a working relationship with the Mayor, City Council, and other boards and 
commissions.  The Landmark Commission’s membership includes a member of City Council 
and two members of the Planning and Design Commission. 
 
Olmsted Historical Society and Frostville Museum 
 
The City of North Olmsted is fortunate to have an active historical society.  The Olmsted 
Historical Society operates the Frostville Museum, which is located in North Olmsted within the 
boundaries of the Rocky River Reservation of the Cleveland Metroparks.  The Museum consists 
of several of the oldest historic homes of North Olmsted.  Many of these have been moved to the 
site over the last 50 years.   
 
In 2010, the Olmsted Historical Society was recognized by 
First Lady Michelle Obama as a Preserve America Steward.  
This federal designation was well deserved by the Society in 
recognition of all of their contributions to the Frostville 
Museum.  The Olmsted Historical Society will be celebrating 
its 50th anniversary in 2011. 
 
North Olmsted High School SITES Program  
 
The Landmarks Commission is proud to be a service agency of the Social Involvement Through 
Education and Service (SITES) Program at North Olmsted High School.  For more than five 
years, the Commission has mentored one or more high school senior each semester.  These 
students are put to work on Landmarks Commission projects or tasks at Frostville Museum.  



 

4 

Working with various community groups, in 2007 the Commission began a Living History 
Project in partnership with the SITES program.  In 2008 the AARP awarded a grant of $10,000 
to the SITES teachers to continue this program in which older community members are 
interviewed and videotaped to preserve their stories and for the posterity of our community. 
 
GOALS FOR 2011 
 
The Commission has numerous goals for 2011, which include the following: 
 
·  Prepare detailed reports for the potential landmark designation of the two nominated 

properties.  Continue to identify potential landmarks and eligible properties for historic 
recognition plaques. 

·  Apply for and obtain grant funding from the Certified Local Government program. 

·  Explore the process for designating the Butternut Ridge Historic District on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

·  Carry out a district-wide mailing of the newly created Butternut Ridge Historic District 
Design Guidelines. 

·  Initiate a comprehensive review of the current historic inventory and begin online reporting 
of the community’s historic resources through the Ohio Historical Society. 

·  Schedule a speaker series event on a local historically relevant topic. 

·  Continue work on the North Olmsted Cemetery Improvement Project. 

·  Partner with the school district to identify preservation opportunities for the Caster house. 

·  Continue with all other responsibilities of the Landmarks Commission.  �  


