
Writers 

Randy Robertson 

Sharon Bachelier 

Cajun Joyner 

Kat Cook 

Donna Howard 

Tyler Chandler 

Casey Binion 

Kenny Martin 

Steve Foote 

Jennifer Hamblen 

 
 

Photographs 

George Page 

Sharon Bachelier 
 

 

 

Whatôs Inside: 

¶ THDA HOME Grant 

¶ Commissioner Reports 

¶ New Businesses 

¶ Animal Shelter News 

¶ Recycling 

¶ Parks & Rec Calendar 

¶ Senior Citizens Message 

¶ Yard Sale signs 

¶ Trivia 

¶ W. Division Greenway 

¶ N. Mt Juliet Rd Update 

¶ more 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Juliet Helps  
THDA HOME Grant  

 

Mr. Ashley Eastep* was busy training the replacement for his I.T. job, having 

heard just a few days earlier he was being promoted to management with his com-

pany.  Little did he or his family realize that this dream would never be.  Within 

days Ashley would be fighting for his life, and soon after he would be spending his 

days trying to recover from the stroke that left him unable to perform even the sim-

plest of tasks.  Repairs to the modest home he bought and lived in with his family 

would have to wait. 
 

Then in November of 2008 a small ad appeared in the newspaper announcing a Ten-

nessee Housing & Development Agency Public Meeting for a housing rehabilitation 

program in Mt. Juliet through the THDA HOME Grant.  Ashleyôs wife, Teresa, at-

tended the meeting, filled out the application provided, and the rest, they say, is his-

tory. 
 

For almost six years the City of Mt. Juliet applied for, but had been denied this 

HOME grant. But 2008 was the turning point, with the City being awarded 

$375,000 to assist eligible homeowners make improvements.  The Easteps were in 

dire need of heating as their existing unit was beyond repair. They also had exten-

sive termite damage in their kitchen and bath.  To make matters worse, the house 

was engulfed in lead paint.  In early November they were notified their home was 

one of eight selected to receive assistance. Before any construction or repairs could 

begin, however, the lead paint would have to be meticulously removed and that 

meant the family had to evacuate.  The Easteps began to empty the contents of their 

house in preparation for the repairs.  December 5, 2009 was the first night of a long 

hotel stay for the family.  
  

Exactly three months later, March 5, 2010, the family started moving their belong-

ings back into their newly remodeled home.  Now they have heat in the winter and 

air conditioning in the summer.  The walls, floors, and bathroom fixtures have all 

been redone and with the lead paint gone, they can breathe freely.  
 

Nearly three years later Ashley still has his good days and bad.  As a stay-at-home 

dad now, he is blessed to watch his small son grow while his wife, Teresa, holds 

down a full-time job.   Ashleyôs mother, who has moved in with them, helps also.  

And thanks to the occasional aid from 

the Mt. Juliet Help Center thereôs food 

on the table.  
  

There are still a few things that the 

Easteps would like to do for their home 

but for now the major repairs have 

been taken care of ï thanks to the State 

of Tennessee and a city that would not 

give up on helping its people. 

*The City of Mt. Juliet would like to thank the Eastep Family 

for allowing us to share their story. 
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Greetings Fellow Citizens: 

 
Those whoôve heard me speak know I sometimes make reference to Peggy Noonan, a       syndi-

cated columnist and former President Reaganôs speech writer.  Once, when writing a speech for 

the President, Peggy ascribed some of the positive changes taking place across the nation as 

ñMorning in Americaò.  I believe  ñMorning  in Mt. Julietò is appropriate when describing our 

city in 2010.  Hereôs just a few reasons why: we were named ñ#1 Most Business Friendly Cityò 

in the state by the Tennessee Center for Policy Research; tremendous progress was made on the 

North Mt. Juliet Road project; city-wide sales tax revenue continued to outpace previous years; 

the ñReverse Lò was completed and  County leaders agreed to pay for a share; we had successful Easter, Halloween and 

Christmas events; Phase 1 of the Greenway was completed and we received funds to begin Phase 2; new business and 

housing growth continued to climb; and most importantly, our community admirably weathered two major floods, while 

citizens demonstrated their ñVolunteer Prideò in helping their neighbors. Itôs easy to see why I claim itôs ñMorning in Mt. 

Juliet.ò   

 
Let me say how deeply indebted and appreciative I am to have served as your Mayor for the last six years.  Last November 

I was elected to serve you in a different capacity, as State Representative for the 57th District, and as such Iôll be relinquish-

ing the Mayoral position.  Weôve travelled a path of challenges, but peppered with unprecedented growth and prosper-

ity.  By the time you read this, I anticipate we will have constructed a framework for expanded fire and emergency medical 

protection.  This, and everything else accomplished the last six years, has all been done without placing additional finan-

cial burdens on you.  Mt. Juliet remains one of the few cities to have a property tax rate of ñzeroò.  Again, thanks for the 

privilege of serving you.  I look forward to continuing that work on your behalf from the State Capitol.  Please let me 

know if there is anything I can do to assist you.  Take care and God Bless. 

 

Linda Elam,  

Mayor 

Greetings Mt. Juliet, 

 
Itôs 2011 and my comments will certainly date myself, but theyôll help our newer citizens under-

stand my perspective.  Iôve lived in Mt. Juliet since retiring from the Air Force in 1983.  I chose to 

live in Mt. Juliet because I saw it as place of strength and opportunity.  Even though the city was a 

fraction of the size it is now, the potential was evident.  With a fairly new interstate running be-

tween Knoxville and Nashville, and the city a stoneôs throw from the airport, it was obvious Mt. 

Juliet was destined for growth.  But those were the things that brought me here; what keeps me here 

are the things that make our city great.  Superior roads and utility infrastructure; outstanding 

schools; an extraordinary work ethic and strong businesses; and a value-oriented community. Look 

what we accomplished last year: partnered with Wilson Co. to build and pay for the Reverse L; finished Phase 1 of the  

Greenway; and pushed the North MJ Rd widening project forward.  But these were physical improvements; whatôs harder 

to measure is our òcan doò spirit.  The spirit that helped thousands in our region recover after record breaking floods.  

 
Yes, Mt. Juliet is a city of ethical principles and values.  We are a community where we can differ and not drown in hateful 

dialogue. This is where I, and nearly 30,000 others, call home.  Welcome to 2011; may it be our best year yet.  As District 

1 Commissioner, if there is anything I can do, donôt hesitate to call me at 479-8192. 
 
Winston óTedô Floyd 

Commissioner, District 1 



 

Dear Neighbor, 
 

This is my first correspondence with you since becoming  Commissioner, District 2, and Iôd 

like to begin by telling you how humbled and honored I am with the confidence and trust you 

have placed in me.  Please know my number one goal is to be your voice on the Board of Com-

missioners.  My job is to ensure you are heard.  While at times we may not agree on a matter of 

legislation pending before the Commission, I will always strive to put the will of my constitu-

ents first, will carefully consider your thoughts and reasoning on items of concern, and make 

every effort to fairly advocate and advance your needs.  
 

As we move into a new year, thereôs a sense of renewal, resolution, and resolve within our com-

munity.  Hereôs just a few things Iôd like to share with you that seem to capture the positive direction in which our city is 

headed.  First, barring extended inclement weather or major unanticipated problems, the new and improved North Mt. 

Juliet Road should be drivable this year.  Mt. Juliet will take on right-of-way issues for the long awaited ñEastern Connec-

torò linking the Beckwith Intersection to Lebanon Road.  Also, major improvements are scheduled for the MJ Soccer 

Complex, across from MJHS, and weôll see continued growth in our business community, anchored by development of the 

Lexcon Insurance complex on Lebanon Road.  Yes, 2011 promises to be a banner year.   
 

Again, thank you for the vote of confidence.  I plan to retain that trust by diligently serving you.  If there is anything I can 

do for you, donôt hesitate to call me at 615-357-7440, or email me at jmaness@cityofmtjuliet.org.  Thank you. 

    

James Maness 

Commissioner, District 2         

 Happy New Year, Mt. Juliet! 
 

I trust your city government served you well in 2010.  As I look back  I am astounded a city of our 

size and resources accomplished so much.  Hereôs just a few things 2010 will be noted for: 
 

     For nearly a decade, the Old Elementary School property has been a source of frustration and 

concern.  The on-and-off again opportunities  and rhetoric between  County and City leaders has 

been a distraction; however, this Board and I believe the potential that now exists between a private 

developer and the County owners of the property is promising.  

 
¶     Last year also saw an unprecedented partnership between City and County leaders to complete 

and pay for the Reverse L.   
 

¶     After years of study and discussion, the city completed Phase One of the West Division Greenway and Bike Path, and 

has the funding for Phase Two. 
 

¶     The local economy is healthy despite challenges on the national level.  Your city government is financially sound.   
 

¶     Mt. Juliet was ranked the most business friendly city in the state by the Tennessee Center for Policy Research.  
 

¶     The MJPD, which has the smallest per-capita force in Middle Tennessee, had the highest ñsolvabilityò rate in the re-

gion.   
 

Things like these donôt just happen; itôs a result of active citizen involvement, a trained and capable professional staff, and 

responsive leadership.  Ióm tremendously honored the citizens of District 3 have entrusted me to serve as their Commis-

sioner for nearly a decade.  I believe they and all citizens of Mt. Juliet truly believe the conservative positions I take on this 

Commission are those which represent the majority of my constituents and my conscience.  Yes, I am overwhelmingly 

proud of what we, as a city, accomplished last year, but I am more excited about the prospect of 2011.  Hereôs to all the 

best and Godôs blessings to each of you and our entire community. 

 

 Ed Hagerty 

Commissioner, District 3 

The very first  Board of Commission meeting of  Mt. Juliet was held on March 15, 1973 at 8pm in the Junior High School  
Auditorium with Commissioners Bull, Hibbett & Tomlinson present. Commissioner Bull moved that Commissioner N. C. 
Hibbett be appointed Mayor for a 2 year term. Voting Yea: Commissioners Bull & Tomlinson;  Abstaining: Commissioner 
Hibbett  

mailto:jmaness@cityofmtjuliet.org

