ARTICLE 8A

SIGNS

Section 8A.1
General Intent
The purpose and intent of this Article is to support and complement the various land uses allowed in Mooresville and its extraterritorial area by the adoption of policies and regulations concerning the placement of various on-premise and off-premise signs.

The Mooresville Town Board does hereby find and declare that outdoor placement of signs is a legitimate commercial use of private property but that the erection of signs should be controlled and regulated in order to promote the health, safety, welfare and convenience and enjoyment of travel on and protection of the public investment in streets and roads in the Mooresville area and to promote the reasonable, orderly and effective display of such signs, displays and devices.

Section 8A.2
Sign Illumination
A.
The letter "N" means that the sign shall not be lighted.

B.
The letter "L" means that the sign may be lighted or luminous.

C.
All lighted signs shall have their lighting directed in such a manner as to illuminate only the face of the sign.

Section 8A.3
Unsafe Signs
Any sign which is structurally unsafe and thereby endanger the public safety shall be immediately removed unless it is repaired and made to otherwise comply with the requirements of the Ordinance.

Section 8A.4
Electric Signs
No electric sign shall be so located with relation to pedestrian traffic as to permit such sign to be easily reached by any person.  The bottom of such sign shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet above the grade immediately under said sign, if the sign is within fifteen (15) feet of the edge of the street right-of-way.

Section 8A.5
Sign Area
Sign area shall be deemed to be the area of the least square, rectangle or circle that will enclose the letters, devices and/or sculptured matter.  For double faced signs, the area of only one side will be measured.  Excluded from the area measurements shall be the base, apron, supports or other structural members.  If a sign faces two (2) or more streets, for the purpose of determining permitted sign area, the greater area allowance as established in this Ordinance, shall prevail.

Section 8A.6
Attached And Free-Standing Signs
On-structure signs shall be considered either attached signs or painted wall signs.

No sign painted on a building or wall shall exceed fifty (50) percent of the wall area upon which the sign is located except as otherwise regulated in the C-B Central Business District.

A.
Free-Standing Signs
All free-standing signs shall be located, where permitted, according to the following standards and additional requirements listed elsewhere in this Ordinance:

1.
Any premise permitted to display free-standing signs shall do so only if the building or structure in which the activity is conducted is set back at least thirty (30) feet from the edge of all immediately adjacent street rights-of-way.  (Except in the C-B Central Business District).

2.
All free-standing sign structures or poles shall be self-supporting structures erected on or set into and permanently attached to concrete foundations.  Such structures or poles shall comply with the building codes of North Carolina and the Town of Mooresville.

3.
The sign shall be located in a manner so as to not impair traffic visibility.

4.
No part of the sign shall be located closer than five (5) feet to any adjacent side lot line.

5.
The bottom of any free-standing sign located within five (5) feet of the edge of the street right-of-way line shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet above the grade immediately under said sign.

6.
Unless authorized by the Town Board, no portion of any free-standing sign including projections may extend into or over a street right-of-way.

B.
Attached Signs
The maximum area of an attached sign may be increased over the amount herein stated in certain instances.  Any conforming use shall be allowed to increase the maximum aggregate size of attached signs (as herein regulated) at a ratio of fifty (50) percent additional permitted area for each additional one-hundred (100) feet from the minimum required setback provided that no use shall be allowed to display signs under this provision in excess of one-hundred (100) percent greater than the normally allowed maximum permitted area.

Section 8A.7
Ground Signs
Ground signs are permitted so long as the building or structure in which the activity is conducted is set back at least thirty (30) feet from the edge of all immediately adjacent street rights-of-way (except in the C-B Central Business District).  All of the following additional standards shall also apply:

A.
All ground signs shall be built in accordance with any additional sign standards for the zoning district in which the property and sign are located.

B.
Unless authorized by the Town Board, no part of a ground sign including projections may extend into or over an existing street right-of-way.

C.
All ground signs must be securely affixed to the ground.

D.
The sign shall be located so as to not impair traffic visibility.

E.
No part of the sign shall be located closer than five (5) feet to any adjacent side lot line.

Section 8A.8
Directional Signs
A.
A directional sign shall not block the view of any other sign or principal structure.  Such signs shall not impair the vision of any motorist.

B.
A directional sign may be located within a street right-of-way.  However, no such sign shall be located within four (4) feet from the edge of the street pavement on streets which do not have curbs.  On streets which do have curbs, no such sign shall be located within two (2) feet from that back of the curb.

C.
Directional signs shall be unlighted.

D.
All directional signs must be free-standing or ground signs.  Portable directional signs shall be prohibited.

E.
There shall be a maximum of four (4) directional signs at the intersection of any two (2) streets or within one-hundred (100) feet from each other.  The shortest horizontal distance between any portions of any two (2) directional signs shall be five (5) feet. 

F.
No more than one (1) directional sign per sign pole shall be allowed.

G.
A directional sign shall not have an area exceeding six (6) square feet.

Section 8A.9
Signs Permitted Without Permit
The following signs shall not be subject to the terms of this Ordinance, except as noted, and shall not require the issuance of a zoning permit from the Zoning Administrator:

A.
Signs on glass windows, regardless of size except as otherwise regulated in the C-B Central Business District.

B.
Any flag, badge or insignia customarily displayed by any government or governmental agency or by any charitable, civic, fraternal, patriotic, religious or similar organization.

C.
Temporary signs, banners, lighting and displays as part of customary holiday decorations and annual civic events so long as said signs are not placed in any right-of-way.  If such signs are to be placed in a right-of-way, permission shall first be required from the Town Board.

D.
No permit shall be required to change moveable lettering on a permitted sign.

E.
Private unofficial signs pertaining to regulations, instruction, restrictions or charge card services, and provided further, said signs do not display the name of a business.  These signs shall be attached to a building structure, and/or an existing free-standing or ground sign that conforms to all signs regulations or other structures approved by the Zoning Administrator.

F.
Service Stations or any business selling gasoline are allowed, in addition to other signs permitted in this Ordinance, the following signs:

1.
Gasoline price an/or self-service signs located at and secured to a pump island.  One gasoline price sign may be free-standing and located at another place other than the pump island, but must be located off any street right-of-way and meet all other sign regulations contained in this Ordinance.

2.
A North Carolina inspections sign at any location on the business as long as said sign is not placed in any street right-of-way.

G.
Signs denoting a product being sold out of a vending machine or self service container that distributes said product by depositing money into the machine or container, or depositing such money with and attendant.

H.
Permanent municipal, school, recreational and civic club sponsored signs, schedule of events, rule and regulations signs.  Such signs shall not include identification signs.

I.
A sign advertising the sale of produce out of a home garden on the premises where the produce is being sold shall be permitted.  Said sign shall have an area not to exceed ten (10) square feet.

J.
Signs established by governmental agencies.

K.
Public signs regulating traffic.

L.
Signs required to be posted by law.

M.
“Warning”, “No Trespassing”, “Do Not Enter”, etc., signs.

N.
Permanent subdivision or planned residential identification signs not to exceed fifty (50) square feet in area and located off the street right-of-way.

O.
Temporary signs involved in campaigns of religious, charitable, civic, fraternal, political and similar organizations located on private property for a period not to exceed sixty (60) consecutive days.  Said signs shall be removed by the property owner or the party(ies) who originally placed the signs within seven (7) days of the termination of the event advertised.

P.
Temporary on-premise real estate signs not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in area in Residential ( R) zones and twenty (20) square feet in other zones.  A maximum of two (2) off-premise real estate signs per property shall be permitted.  All such signs shall be located off the street right-of-way and shall have a maximum area of three (3) square feet each.

Q.
One (1) on-premise and three (3) off-premise yard sale signs per yard sale shall be permitted.  All such signs shall be removed within twenty-four (24) hours after the yard sale has been terminated.  All such signs shall be located off the street right-of-way.

R.
Private traffic directional signs are allowed so long as all said signs do not exceed four (4) square feet each and provided that they do not bear the name or logo of the associated business or firm and are located off the street right-of-way.

S.
Construction signs identifying the names of the builders or firms to be located at the site.  Said signs shall have a maximum gross area of fifty (50) square feet if located on a lot of less than one(1) acre in area and one-hundred (100) square feet if located on a lot greater than one (1) acre in area.  Only one (1) sign per development shall be permitted.  All such signs shall be located at least ten (10) feet from any street right-of-way or lot line and shall be removed no later than seven (7) days after completion of the development.

T.
Any sign which is forty (40) years or more in age and which advertises or identifies its original usage shall not be governed by the regulations of this Ordinance except as provided in Section 8A.3.

Section 8A.10
Prohibited Signs

A.
Any sign which the Zoning Administrator determines obstructs the view of bicyclists or motorists using any street, private driveway, approach to any street intersection, or which interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures any traffic sign, device, or signal.

B.
Illuminated, highly reflective signs or spot lights which the Zoning Administrator determines hampers the vision of motorists or bicyclists shall be removed immediately.

C.
Signs, lights, rotating disks, words, and other devices which resemble traffic signals, traffic signs, or emergency vehicle lights.

D.
Signs, lights, rotating disks, words and other devices not erected by a public authority which may be erroneously construed as governmental signs or emergency warning signs.

E.
Any sign which interferes with free passage from or obstructs any fire escape, downspout, window, door, stairway, ladder, or opening intended as a means of ingress or egress or providing light or air.

F.
Any sign placed on any curb, sidewalk, post, pole, hydrant, bridge, tree, or other surface located on, over, or across any public street or right-of-way unless authorized by the Town Manager.

G.
Any sign located in such a way as to intentionally deny an adjoining property owner visual access to an existing sign.

H.
Flashing light signs, blinking, intermittent, or scrolling message signs (except signs which give time and temperature).

I.
Signs painted or placed on roofs.

J.
Portable signs.

K.
Off-premise directional signs, except as defined in 8A.8.

Section 8A.11
Temporary Signs
The following temporary sign regulations shall apply to all non-residential uses except uses which normally sell merchandise which is customarily stored and displayed outdoors:

For a continuous period not to exceed thirty (30) days, on-premise signs, banners, pennants, flags, and streamers for special events and grand openings are permitted so long as said signs are not located in a street right-of-way.  Within any calendar year, any use may be permitted temporary signs of this nature for no greater than two (2) thirty (30) day periods.  All such signs shall be removed within two (2) days after the event has been concluded.

Said temporary sign regulations shall not apply to uses which sell merchandise which is customarily stored and displayed outdoors.  Spinners, flags, banners, etc. can be located on lots containing such uses for unspecified time periods.  Such signage, however, shall not be located within a public street right-of-way.

Section 8A.12
Replacement Signs For Nonconforming Uses
Replacement signs for a legal nonconforming use of a structure or land shall be permitted in accordance with the applicable sign regulations for the district in which said use or land is located.

Section 8A.13
Nonconforming Signs
A.
Nonconforming advertising signs shall be allowed to continue provided as follows:

1.
No structural changes to the support structure or changes to the sign face itself except message changes which do not renew or extend the life of said shall be allowed.

2.
Once the support structures of a nonconforming advertising sign are removed, taken down or destroyed (i.e., receiving damage to an extent of more than sixty (60) percent of the replacement cost at the time of destruction), such sign shall not be replaced with another advertising sign.

B.
Nonconforming business or identification signs shall be allowed to continue provided as follows:

1.
Such signs may be repaired for safety purposes or to bring the sign into conformance with this Ordinance.  Such signs may also be repainted or re-lettered in order to identify the use existing at the effective date of this Ordinance.  If such signs are to identify any other use, the sign shall be brought into compliance with all applicable terms of this Ordinance.

2.
Should a nonconforming business or identification sign be removed, taken down or destroyed, (i.e., receive damage to an extent of more than sixty (60) percent of the replacement costs at the time of destruction) such sign shall not be replaced with another sign unless in conformance with this Ordinance.

C.
Signs associated with a legal nonconforming use of a structure or land shall be allowed to continue provided as follows:

Nonconforming signs associated with a nonconforming use of a structure or land shall not be changed in any manner except to make such signs comply with the applicable sign regulations for the district in which said use or land is located and with all applicable regulations contained in this Ordinance.

Section 8A.14
Shopping Center Out-Parcel Lots
For purposes of this Ordinance, out-parcels within any planned shopping centers which meet all other requirements of this Ordinance shall be considered separate lots.  Uses located on said out-parcel shall be allowed to have signs as permitted for that use in that zoning district.

Section 8A.15
Signs Permitted In All Residential (R) Districts
A.
Signs on premises of single-family and two-family dwellings and on the premises of mobile homes are regulated as follows:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:
One (1) per dwelling unit

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Three (3) square feet

d.
Permitted illumination:

L,N

           e.
Permitted location:

Behind street right-of-way line

B.
Signs on premises of multi-family dwellings and mobile home parks are regulated as follows:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:

One (1) per street front

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Less than 40 units - 16 s.f.






More than 40 units - 25 s.f. 

d.
Permitted illumination:


L,N

e.
Permitted location:


Behind street right-of-way line

C.
Signs on premises of nursing homes, homes for the aged, police, fire and rescue squad stations, fraternal lodges, civic associations and charitable institutions, commercial animal kennels, veterinary hospitals, commercial riding stables, day care centers, sewage treatment plants, sanitary landfills, transfer stations and cemeteries.

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:
One (1) per establishment

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Twenty (20) square feet

d.
Permitted illumination:

L,N

e.
Permitted location:

Behind street right-of-way line

D.
Signs on premises of small group day care centers are regulated as follows:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:   
One (1) per establishment

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Three (3) square feet

d.
Permitted illumination:

L,N

e.
Permitted location:

Behind street right-of-way line

E.
Signs on all other non-residential uses in a Residential (R) District.

a.
Types of sign permitted:
Identification and bulletin board.

b.
Permitted number of signs:
One (1) identification and one (1) bulletin board each if only one principal building is involved.  A third sign is permitted if the building is located on a through lot or has frontage on three (3) or more streets.

c.
Maximum area of signs:

One Principal Building.  No sign shall be greater than thirty (30) square feet.  Two or more Principal Buildings.  No sign shall be greater than thirty (30) square feet for the first principal building and all signs for each additional building shall be no greater than fifteen (15) square feet.

d.
Permitted illumination:
L,N

e.
Permitted location:

Identification and bulletin board behind street right-of-way line.

Section 8A.16
Signs Permitted In The O-I District
A.
Signs on premises of single-family and two-family dwellings and small group day care centers are regulated as follows:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:

One (1) per dwelling unit or small group day care center.

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Three (3) square feet

d.
Permitted illumination:

L,N

e.
Permitted location:


Behind street right-of-way line

B.
Signs on premises of multi-family dwellings:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:

One (1) per street front

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Less than 40 units - 16 s.f.








More than 40 units - 25 s.f. 

d.
Permitted illumination:

L,N

e.
Permitted location:


Behind street right-of-way line

C.
Signs on premises of rest homes, cemeteries, nursing homes and homes for the aged, fraternal lodges, civic organizations, restaurants, studios, medical laboratories, opticians and optical goods stores, pharmacies, offices, banks and financial institutions, day care centers and public utility facilities:

a.
Types of sign permitted:
Identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:

One (1) per establishment

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Twenty (20) square feet

d.
Permitted illumination:


L,N

e.
Permitted location:


Behind street right-of-way line

Multi Tenant Buildings:
 a.
Types of sign permitted:                        Identification (monument type)

 b.
Permitted number of signs:

 One (1) per establishment

        c.    Maximum area of signs:

 Fifty (50) square feet (over all height 

                                                                         not to exceed eight (8) feet in height).
d.
Permitted illumination:

             L,N

        e.
   Permitted location:


        Five (5) feet behind street right-of-way 







        line
D.
Signs on churches, schools, colleges, hospitals, police, fire and rescue squad stations:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Identification and bulletin board

b.
Permitted number of signs:

One (1) identification and one (1) bulletin board each if only one principal building is involved.  A third sign is permitted if the building is located on a through lot or has frontage on three (3) or more streets.

If more than one (1) principal building is involved, one (1) identification and one (1) bulletin board for the first principal building is permitted plus one (1) identification or one (1) bulletin board for each additional principal building.

c.
Maximum area of signs:

One Principal Building.  No sign shall be greater than thirty (30) square feet. Two or more Principal Buildings.  No sign shall be greater than thirty (30) square feet for the first principal building and all signs for each additional building shall be no greater than fifteen (15) square feet.

d.
Permitted illumination:
     L,N

e.
Permitted location:

Behind street right-of-way line

Section 8A.17
Signs Permitted In The N-B Neighborhood Business District
1.
Signs for residential uses shall be the same as in any Residential (R) zone.  On-premise signs of non-residential uses shall be herein regulated.

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Business and/or identification 

b.
Permitted number of signs: Attached.  No limit.  Free-Standing.  One (1) only except that an additional free-standing sign may be permitted on through lots or lots having frontage on three (3) or more streets.  All such signs shall be in accord with Section 8A.6(a).  Ground.  One (1) only except that an additional ground sign may be permitted on through lots or lots having frontage on three (3) or more streets.  All such signs shall be in accord with Section 8A.7.

c.
Maximum area of signs:

Attached.  A maximum of sixty-four (64) square feet per premises regardless of the number of establishments occupying such premises except as permitted in Section 8A.6(b).

d.
Permitted illumination:
L,N

e.
Permitted location:
Attached.  Signs shall be located on the building and shall not extend above the parapet of the building.

No such sign shall project more than six (6) inches into the street right-of-way unless it is at least ten (10) feet above street grade, in which case it may not extend more than eighteen (18) inches into the street right-of-way.

Free-Standing.  Signs shall be no greater than twenty (20) feet in height.  Ground.  Behind street right-of-way line.

2.
Shopping center identification.

a.
Types of sign permitted:
Shopping center identification

b.
Permitted number of signs:
A shopping center containing three (3) or more businesses with separate entrances shall have only one free-standing identification sign.  No other free-standing or ground signs shall be allowed in the shopping center.  All such signs shall be in accord with Section 8A.6(a).

c.
Maximum area of signs:
One-hundred (100) square feet.

d.
Permitted illumination:
L,N

e.
Permitted location:

The maximum height of said sign shall be twenty-five (25) feet and shall be located behind the street right-of-way line.

Section 8A.18
Signs Permitted In The Downtown Mooresville Planning Area
See Article 17, Page 20

Section 8A.19  Signs Permitted In The Highway Business (H-B), General Business (G-B), General Industrial (G-I) and Exclusive Industrial (EX-I) Districts
1.
Signs for residential uses shall be the same as in any residential zone.  On-premise signs for any other permitted use shall be regulated as follows:

a.
Types of sign permitted:

Business, identification

b.
Permitted number of signs: 
Attached.  No limit.

Free Standing.  One (1) only except that one additional free-standing sign may be permitted on any lot having frontage on two (2) or more streets.  All such signs shall be in accord with Section 8A.6(a).

c.
Maximum area of signs:
Attached.  Sign area is calculated at a ratio of 2 square feet of signage for each lineal foot of wall on which the sign will be installed.  Signage in multi tenant buildings will be calculated based on the lineal feet of wall that is dedicated to each individual user.  The allowed signage may be allocated as multiple signs.  No single sign may exceed the calculated area for any one side of the structure.  Section 8A.6(b) will not apply to this section.  
Free-Standing.  Said sign shall have a maximum area of one-hundred (100) square feet when said sign fronts on a street containing four (4) or more traffic lanes; a maximum of seventy-five (75) square feet shall be permitted for signs which front on streets containing three (3) or less traffic lanes.

Refer to Section 8.19(2) for free-standing sign regulations in shopping centers.

Ground.  A maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet per sign.  No ground signs shall be allowed in shopping centers.

d.  Permitted illumination:
L,N

e.  Permitted location:


Attached. Signs shall be  located on the building and shall not extend above the parapet of the building.  No such sign shall project more than six (6) inches into the street right-of-way unless it is at least ten (10) feet above street grade, in which case it may not extend more than eighteen (18) inches into the street right-of-way.

Free-Standing. The maximum height of said signs shall be thirty-five (35) feet.  However, in the vicinity of Exit 36, a gas station, service station, restaurant or place of lodging which is located within a one-thousand foot (1,000’) distance perpendicular of the centerline of Interstate & and extending fifteen-hundred feet (1,500’) North and South along I-77, may have not more than one (1) of its permitted on-premise free-standing signs to have a maximum area of one-hundred fifty (150) square feet so long as the sign has a minimum height of fifty (50) feet.  The maximum height of such sign shall be eighty (80) feet.

Said sign shall display only the trade name logo of the product or business being advertised and shall be located within said one-thousand (1,000) foot distance perpendicular to the centerline of Interstate 77 and extending fifteen hundred feet (1,500’) North and South along I-77.

Ground.  Such signs shall be located behind the street right-of-way line.

2.  Shopping center identification.

a.  Types of sign permitted:
Shopping center identification.

b.
Permitted number of signs:  A shopping center containing three (3) or more businesses with separate entrances may have only one (1) free-standing identification sign.  A second sign is permitted if the shopping center fronts on two (2) or more public streets.  No other free-standing or ground signs shall be allowed in the shopping center.  All such signs shall be in accord with Section 8A.6(a).

c.  Maximum area of sign:
Two-hundred(200) square feet if the sign fronts on a street containing four (4) or more traffic lanes: one-hundred(100) feet if the sign fronts on a street containing three (3) or less traffic lanes.  The maximum area of the second sign, if permitted, shall be one-half (1/2) the permitted area of the first sign.

d.  Permitted illumination:
L,N

e.  Permitted
location: 
Behind the street right-of-way line.  The maximum height of each sign shall be thirty-five (35) feet. 

3.  Directory Signs

In order to maintain the flow of traffic on arterial and collector roads and to promote vehicular safety, emphasis is given to limit the number of ingress and egress points off of such roads.  In order to provide to planned multi-tenant developments which are not directly accessible off of such roads and where on-premise signage for that development (or any tenants within the development) would not otherwise be visible by the motorists traveling on nearby arterial or collector roads, provisions are made to provide directory signs which identify the name of the particular development and/or the names of their tenants.  Such directory signs would be supplemental to signage otherwise provided for such developments.

For any shopping center, office park, industrial park, or similar planned multi-tenant nonresidential development, directory signs may be erected under the following conditions:

1. Access to the development is made only through a local street.  There shall be no direct point of ingress and egress to the development off an arterial or collector road (as indicated in the most up-to-date version of the Mooresville Thoroughfare Plan).

2. A maximum of two directory signs per development shall be allowed.  No two signs shall be allowed closer than five-hundred (500) feet to each other as measures at their closes point.

a.
In addition, interior streets may be allowed use of an additional one (1) directory sign indicating name of businesses on the interior street subject to a maximum area of the free-standing sign to be limited to 20 square feet and the sign contain text only.  

3. No directory sign shall be placed with a road right-of-way.  All such directory signs shall be ground-mounted.

4. The directory sign may contain the name of the development, a map of the development, names of tenants within the development, directional arrows and distance information.

5. The size of each directory sign shall be a function of the number of tenants within the development.  Each such sign may initially contain an area of forty (40) square feet or ten(10) square feet per principal use within the development, whichever is greater, with a maximum area of eighty (80) square feet.

If any on-premise free-standing or ground-mounted identification signs are visible to motorists traveling on an arterial or collector highway, however, the maximum area of the sign shall be no greater than forty (40) square feet.

6. Directory signs may be on or off-premises.  All such signs shall be constructed and located, however, so as to be visible by the motorist traveling on the arterial or collector road which intersects with the local providing access to the development. 
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