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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

September 10, 2008

	


Members Present


Also Present 

Jim Simpson                              Jim King, Planner
Jonathan Hartsell 
 
          Frank Rader, Commissioner                  


Dee Browder  
Tony White 

Jim Streetman

Michael Chenard

Amanda Rivers-Lucey

Matthew Mason, via conference call

Mr. Hartsell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

1. Approval of the August 13, 2008 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission.
Action: Mr. White made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Ms. Lucey seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Mr. Chenard gave an update on the Towns Drought Management Plan. He stated that the main goals of the Drought Management Plan are to identify the amount of water available during a drought and water quality. He said as you reduce the water in the lake and the water level drops, the water quality drops as well, as water quantity gets more concentrated its quality diminishes. The Town’s main concern is if the lake level goes down that they have the right quality of water to transfer to the water treatment plant. The other piece of this plan is to make sure that the critical users who draw water from the Town, such as the hospital still have adequate access to potable water. There was no discussion on conservation and we are still in a severe drought. This is the next to worst drought stage a community/region can be in.  Mr. Chenard explained that a lot of people do not understand that we are still in a drought because the lake level is up; however the stream flow and ground waters are still low. He stated that the Town is looking at what they should be looking at, the question is can this be expanded at some point and look at conservation. Mr. King stated when they met with Mr. Vest and the consultant (Black & Veatch), it was discussed that one thing not included in the scope of services was conservation. For them to include this would require an amendment to the current contract and they felt this would be a good opportunity to engage the Environmental Protection Commission. Ms. Browder asked if we planned to continue going to their meetings. Mr. Chenard replied that we would as we learn of them. Ms. Browder asked about water reuse and spoke about the Town of Cary’s dual system.  Mr. Streetman stated there are many ways and technologies to practice consumption such as using water toilets and shower heads that only use half of what a standard facility would use.  Mr. Hartsell said that the EPC needs to decide what their role is. He stated that if we decide to do conservation education we need to take a broader approach. Mr. Streetman discussed LEED (Leadership, Energy, and Environmental Design) through the Green Building Council Institute, how it works and the different criteria. Mr. White asked if the Zoning Ordinance could be amended to include conservation measures. Mr. King suggested researching other communities and seeing what conservation measures they are taking, then presenting this information to the Town Board and asking for their direction. Mr. Hartsell said he likes the thought of partnering with the consultants and providing this piece for them to insert into their Drought Management Plan. Mr. Chenard said that he would volunteer to head up this endeavor and Ms. Browder said she would be happy to assist. Mr. King suggested contacting Mr. Vest, the Director of Public Services for the Town of Mooresville. 
3. Mr. Chenard walked the EPC through a Power Point presentation on the Carolinas Thread Trail. The concept is a set of trails that go through North Carolina and South Carolina. A lot of communities are working together to get this greenway connectivity. Looking at the loss of green space over the years, in 1976 there was 73% undeveloped area in Mecklenburg County and 33% in 2006 and it is projected with the rate of growth to be 3% by 2030. Green space is the measure of the health of the community. The question is how can the Town get in touch with the other communities participating in this. Mr. Hartsell said that his question was where the Town stands with the Greenway Master Plan. Ms. Browder said that she was working on it and that a staff member is currently working with property owners securing easements. She said that the question that Ms. Hart had for the EPC was could they make the presentation to the Town Board because she was told that she as an individual could not make a presentation to the Board. Mr. Hartsell asked for where the Town stands with the Greenway Plan. Mr. King explained that it is covered in the Comprehensive Transportation Plan as well as the Pedestrian Plan and that Ms. Mckenzie is currently working with a consultant on the final revisions of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. She hopes that this will go to the Town Board for final adoption in November. Mr. King explained to the EPC that the Town is in the process of conducting a Downtown Master Plan and what Ms. Hart presented to them last month is most likely going to be one of the recommendations of this plan. Mr. King said that it is his opinion that Ms. Hart wants to start moving this plan forward and have citizens do the work; however, there are some consequences in regard to insurance and liability and if the Town were to move forward there is a capital expense issue. He stated if the Town were to take on the project they would have to build it to ADA standards and it is not part of the Town’s CIP plan. Mr. White suggested researching what other communities are doing. Mr. Chenard described the one Wilkes County has and that the path is paved.  Mr. Rader stated that he agreed that the EPC should research what other communities have constructed and contact Mecklenburg County to see what they have done and the materials that have been used. Mr. Rader discussed NC Mountain to the Sea Trail and what has been accomplished and explained that it is a slow process.
4. Mr. Hartsell discussed the fourth agenda item and asked the EPC if committees need to be assigned. The members felt comfortable with the current procedure and suggested continuing with the current process of having an EPC member to volunteer and get assistance as needed. Mr. King said it would help to have something reflected in the minutes as to who was taking the initiative on various projects. Mr. Hartsell stated that he had no concerns with that and recognized Mr. Chenard as heading up the initiative for water conservation and Mr. Simpson would take on the greenways.  
5. Mr. Hartsell discussed the need to start thinking about an Arbor Day Project. Mr. King stated that Arbor Day is the first Friday following the 15th of March. Ms. Lucey gave an update on past projects and said she would follow up on it.
Other Business 
6.  Mr. Chenard spoke briefly on styrofoam versus water use and that there are a lot of universities getting away from trays in the cafeterias with the purpose of reducing water use. He said if you don’t have trays you don’t wash and that reduces the amount of water use and second the kids take less food. He stated that his wife has mentioned the amount of waste that goes into the trash from the food the kids do not eat. Mr. Hartsell asked if Mr. Chenard could gather some facts and talk with Mr. White about this issue. Mr. Chenard said that he would like to look at all environment issues on a systematic approach and see what the life cycle of the issue is and make a recommendation.
7. Mr. Streetman gave an update on the 83X. He stated he is not getting a lot of feedback from the other organizations; however, he sent out an article printed in the Mooresville Tribune with one of the candidates for governor endorsing transit. He also discussed an article he came across on the NC State Energy Office site that discussed the ten steps to a sustainable community which includes transit. He said that in order for Mooresville to be a leader the Town must lead by example. He said the real message to get across is not to quantify why to keep it but how do we grow it to make it an important impact on our community and how it does make a difference to this non-attainment area. There is no reason this area can’t support this type of alternate transportation. Mr. Streetman suggested looking to see what grants are available and to show how to assist the community. He suggested that the Town look at tapping into the funds provided by the RPO (Rural Planning Organization). 
New Business

8. Mr. Rader updated the EPC on upcoming events to include sewer capacity, the Downtown Master Plan, the Small Area Plans for the proposed I-77 interchanges for Brawley School Rd. and Cornelius Rd, the CATS report in Davidson, and the two alignment studies underway.

Next meeting: October 8, 2008
The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Executive Conference Room on the main floor of Town Hall located at 413 N. Main Street. 
3

