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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

July 9, 2008

	


Members Present


Also Present 

Jim Simpson                              Mandy Edwards, Zoning Administrator 
Jonathon Hartsell 
                   
Michael Chenard


Amanda Rivers-Lucey

Matthew Mason 
Tony White 

Jim Streetman

Mr. Hartsell called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 

1. Approval of the May 14, 2008 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission.
Action: Mr. White made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Mr. Mason seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Action: Mr. Mason made the motion that the the EPC bylaws should be changed from 7 members to 8 members. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Mr. Streetman gave updated information on 83X. He said that a rider meeting was held and that 8 riders were there. They formed a committee to put together a study regarding emissions, attainment, etc. He also met with Mr. Rader and said that the EPC needs to work on getting him to see the benefits. He said that reducing miles reduces metric tons of emissions but the EPC needs to look for a way to show that in payback to the Town of Mooresville. Mr. White said that payback would be in the meeting Federal Emissions Guidelines. Mr. Hartsell said that the EPC is saying that this helps with attainment but that they are not looking at traffic emissions. Mr. Streetman said that reducing traffic emissions was looked at previously and is why we now have increased inspection requirements for automobile emissions. Mr. Chenard stated that there is a company in Charlotte, Clean Air Works, that specializes in helping companies and small towns go above regular attainment. Mr. Mason  asked if a vote today would approve continuing 83X service. Mr. Streetman named three commissioners that he believed would vote yes. Mr. Hartsell said that the EPC should focus on quantifying the environmental benefits of 83X and not get overly involved in the politics. Mr. Chenard stated that the impact of non-attainment is the loss of highway funds. Mr. Hartsell asked if 150 riders will make a difference. Mr. White asked how many riders would have to use the bus to make a difference. Mr. Streetman said he would look at the attainment reports and try to figure that out. Mr. Mason asked when we stop talking about buses and start talking about trains. 
3. Mr. Hartsell asked the EPC members if the group had any advice to share with the Town of Mooresville regarding the current drought conditions. Mr. Chenard said that the reservoir, stream flow and water table are all worse off than last year and that Duke Power had lowered the intake 5 feet lower for the power plant. Mr. White said we will eventually have to look at well use in addition to city water use. Mr. Chenard said that the recent rains we have had are run-off and end up in rivers and lakes downstream instead of groundwater. The ground water replenishes in the fall tropical storm season, which we didn’t get the last two years, which means we are still in exceptional drought conditions. People don’t realize this because they see it raining frequently. Mr. White said that he believed Mooresville should step up and be the first to regulate well water usage for irrigation. He said that there are predictors out there that this may go on for a long time. Mr. Chenard said that in the West they are starting to say 500 year drought. Mr. White said that a lot of people will feel that we don’t have the right to regulate their well water but that the EPC could educate the public about the continuing conditions and probably get many to cut back on their consumption. Even if we can’t regulate well usage we can have an effect through education. Mr. Chenard said that he was working on a presentation and had asked DENR for 10 year averages of stream-flow and groundwater. Mr. White recommended adapting Mr. Chenard’s presentation for the Town Board. Ms. Rivers-Lucey said she will work on a story for the Town Voice, Mooresville Tribune or others that may be willing to help. Mr. Chenard said that the USGS monitors a well on Langtree Road that shows where we are compared to where we should be. He will forward the website information to the members via email. Mr. White suggested putting together a public service announcement for M-I Connections. Mr. Hartsell said the the EPC was not asking the Town Board to do anything at this point but wanted to educate them on the current conditions so they may not undo what they have done so far. 
4. Mr. Hartsell said that the stormwater discussion would be postponed until the next meeting since Ms. Browder was no at the meeting. Ms. Rivers-Lucey mentioned that Tonia Wimberly had been working with them but she had recently left employment with the Town of Mooresville. Ms. Edwards said that the Town had hired a new Director of Engineering who would work with them or assign someone else from the Engineering department. She will forward the information to Ms. Rivers-Lucey by email. 
5. Mr. Hartsell said that the recycling pilot program is under way. He asked if anyone in the EPC lived in the pilot area. None were. He said the area was Main Street to Iredell Ave and continued out Highway 3. He asked the members to look at the marketing materials and make comments. He said that he had already received some feedback indicating that the materials were a little confusing. He said that we do not have numbers yet but that he would try to get them for the next meeting from John Finan. 
Action: Mr. White made the motion to close the meeting. Ms. Rivers-Lucey seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Next meeting: August 13, 2008
The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room (room 3211) in Town Hall located at 413 N. Main Street. 
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