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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 13, 2008

	


Members Present


Also Present 

Jim Simpson                              Mandy Edwards, Zoning Administrator 
Jonathan Hartsell 
                   


Dee Browder  
Tony White 

Jim Streetman

Michael Chenard

Mr. Hartsell called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 

1. Approval of the July 9, 2008 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission.
Action: Ms. Browder made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Mr. White seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Ms. Yvonne Hart and Ms.  Amy Bucknum with the Mooresville Mill Village Revitalization Committee made a presentation on a proposal to partner with the Town of Mooresville to create a trail that would start at Nesbit Park in the Mill Village and extend along sewer and other easements to connect to other trails and greenways. The committee feels that it would be a step toward improving the Mill Village.  The idea is to make a very low cost trail that would be created using mulch provided by the Town and maintained by volunteers. Some wooden ramps would be needed to connect the trail to the streets. Ms. Amy Bucknum talked about efforts to get people to donate trees to plant along the trail. Ms. Hart said that the Committee is asking the EPC to partner with them to help them in convincing the Town of Mooresville that this is a good idea. She provided a suggested map for the trail. Mr. Hartsell suggested that the EPC have some conversations with the Planning Department and other Town staff to see if there is an interest. Mr. White said that the Town had discussed some greenway trails at the Downtown Charette. Ms. Hart said that Frank Radar suggested possible grant money from the Mooresville Education Foundation. Ms. Browder agreed to see if she could get information from the Town  about plans. She will get in contact with Ms. Hart. Mr. Hartsell suggested considering this as an Eagle Scout project. 
3. Mr. Hartsell introduced Mr. Roy Alexander to make a presentation to the EPC regarding the Davidson Lands Conservancy. Mr. Alexander told what the Conservancy does and gave information on the benefits for preserving undeveloped land and how conservation easements can be used for preservation.
4. Mr. Streetman updated the EPC on efforts to quantify the specific effect of 83X on air quality and reaching attainment. He said that 150 cars really doesn’t have a measurable effect on attainment. He said that there is potential that all of Iredell County will be classified as non-attainment. If that happens, it will bring it to the attention of the other towns and Iredell County. He said that there may be more strict guidelines about mobile vehicle emissions. We don’t know at this point exactly what non-attainment means because they have not had to approach that before. It may mean that federal transportation funds will not be available for expansion projects, such as new interchanges. Mr. Hartsell asked if this put the EPC any closer to tying 83X to reaching attainment. Mr. Streetman said that there is some significance to 150 people on the bus instead of cars but that it is not easy to show.  If you reach 1,000 people then you can show measurable differences. He said that he had talked with the Lake Norman Rural Planning Organization. They have a plan for rural transportation project and are budgeting for expansion of 88 in Lincoln County. How can the Town of Mooresville tap into that funding for 83X? They also provide operating assistance to counties and community transportation systems to meet “work first” and employment transportation needs. We need to approach the organization to determine how to get those funds. These are other options we can include in a report to the Commissioners.   More information will be provided in the next meeting. 
5. Mr. Harsell said that the information that Mr. Chenard had put together was given to the Town Board and so far no response had been received. He said that last month John Vest had presented a proposal to hire outside consultants to come in and talk about the drought and emergency water levels. Mr. Hartsell said that he sent Mr. Vest and email telling him about the work that the EPC has done and asking to meet with him to discuss it. The Town Board has now approved paying the outside consultants. Mr. Vest responded to the email saying that he would like to get with the EPC to discuss possible involvement. He was unable to attend tonights meeting but may be able to attend the next. Mr. Chenard said that he found a 13 month trend for the Lake Norman water levels on the Duke Energy site. It shows a decrease and then an increase in the spring.  There is potential for it to go lower this year than last year unless we get more tropical moisture. 

6. Ms. Browder said that the Phase II Stormwater Ordinance had not been adopted yet. There have been significant changes in the Engineering Department. She said she would get with the new Engineering Director over the next few weeks and give an update next month. 

7. Mr. Hartsell opened the floor for nominations for chairman and vice-chair. Mr. White said that the chairman needs to be someone that has a vision for what the EPC should be. He said that Mr. Hartsell had done a good job.

Action: Mr. White made the motion to elect Mr. Hartsell for Chairman. Mr. Chenard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Action: Mr. Hartsell made motion to elect Mr. White Vice-Chairman. Ms. Browder seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

8. Mr. Hartsell said the Town Voice had a write-up on the recycling pilot program. The numbers so far are better than expected. The Town of Mooresville may lose revenue from reduction of recyclables going to the Transfer Station. The goal is to recycle more, rather than just to recycle what people were taking to the Transfer Station. Mr. Streetman suggested drafting a response to the questions that were in the Mooresville Tribune. 
Other Business 
9.  Mr. White updated a project he was working on with the Mooresville School District regarding the use of Styrofoam. He talked with the director of nutrition, Tammy Lewis. With school just getting ready to start she was very busy but will meet with him in a couple of weeks. She said they are planning to go back to hard trays this year. We need to get with them and try to determine which is more harmful to the environment, using the dishwasher to wash hard trays or putting more Styrofoam into the landfills. 
Action: Mr. Streetman made the motion to close the meeting. Mr. Whtie seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Next meeting: Sept10, 2008
The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Executive Conference Room on the main floor located at 413 N. Main Street. 
3

