Chapter 2

PURPOSE & INTENT 

The purpose of the Mooresville Historic Preservation Guidelines is to encourage the preservation, conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of historically and architecturally significant areas of the Town and individual buildings therein.  Historic district zoning enhances property values and helps to safeguard the heritage of the community for the education, pleasure, and enrichment of all citizens.  Historic District designation does not affect the underlying zoning district of a property as established by the Town of Mooresville Zoning Ordinance nor shall these regulations interfere with other codes and ordinances.  These guidelines shall serve as a supplement to Chapter 12 of the Mooresville Zoning Ordinance (Historic Preservation Commission) and shall work in conjunction with the Mooresville Minimum Housing Code as well as the Commercial Maintenance Code. These guidelines are designed to be a guide and reference manual for the Historic Preservation Commission in their deliberations.  

Mooresville’s approach is based on the premise that the historic district businesses and neighborhoods can and should be vital and vibrant places in which to live, work and congregate.  This philosophy is crucial to the future of Mooresville’s historic districts.  This philosophy is the underlying principal that must be relied on in the interpretation and application of the guidelines.  

The Commission must take into consideration the potential impact of changes on the character of the surrounding neighborhood, while be sensitive to the concerns of nearby property owners.  The Historic Preservation Commission is responsible for ensuring that changes in the historic districts reflect the intent of the Design Guidelines and should reflect the original use of a property.  

One purpose of traditional zoning is to plan a community’s ultimate physical design. Conversely, historic zoning is designed to preserve significant architectural and historical character. Historic zoning encompasses a specific geographical area and may include properties which have no distinctive historic features; however, combined with the properties which have such features, a total historic character is created.

The guidelines have been written to maintain the historic integrity of the original architecture of the buildings in the historic districts while allowing for flexibility in accommodating the growing needs of the community.  The Design Guidelines portrays the practical issues involved in adapting historic buildings to modern lifestyles and attempts to achieve a balance between function and preservation.  The guidelines allow for change when it is accomplished in a sensitive manner that maintains the special character of the historic district while meeting the practical needs of the residents and property owners.  The Commission must be careful to ensure that the rights of property owners are recognized and respected, and full use of private property is guaranteed within the bounds of the guidelines.
With the passage of Senate Bill 139 in 1989, the North Carolina General Statutes were amended to allow consolidation of historic district and historic properties commissions into “historic preservation commissions.” As a result, the name of the Mooresville Historic Preservation Commission was adopted.
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