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	Historic Preservation Minutes 

May 7, 2009
	



	Members Present
	Also Present
	

	Yvonne Hart
	Mandy Edwards, Zoning Administrator
	

	Ora Carr  
	Jim King, Senior Planner
	

	Brent Zande
Miles Atkins

Dave Sopp

Mark Auten

Brian Brownewell 
Dennis White 

	
	


Mr. Zande called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.
1. Mr. Zande asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the April 2, 2009 meeting. Mr. Zande said that he called the meeting to order at 6:06 rather than 7:06. Ms. Hart said that the minutes did not contain any mention of a sub-committee being formed to review applications. Mr. Zande said that he did recall the conversation. Ms. Edwards said that she would go back and make that correction. She asked who had volunteered. Ms. Hart said she had volunteered to be the Chair and that Mr. Lewis had volunteered. Mr. Atkins had volunteered. 
Action: Ms. Carr made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Mr. White seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
2. Mr. White said he had not received applications yet for plaques for the Espy Watts Brawley Mansion and the Cashion house. Ms. Edwards said that the applications had been mailed to the property owners prior to the previous meeting, and had not been returned yet. Mr. Zande suggested that we try to get those applications back before the next meeting. 
3. Mr. Zande told the HPC members that he did not have the letter done yet for the Town Voice. Mr. White said that Mr. Atkins had a list of mailing addresses for all contributing houses. He said that he thought the plan was to send them a direct letter regarding the plaques, and that Mr. Atkins was working on that. Mr. Zande said that he would be glad to have a collaborative effort on the letter. 
4. Mr. Sopp said that he had not gotten the landmark process map finished and therefore did not have an update. 
5. Ms. Hart asked if the HPC had gotten a response to the two submitted applications. Ms. Edwards said that the thirty day review period had not passed and that no response had been received. Mr. King said that the HPC could go ahead and publicize for the public hearing at the next meeting. If no response is received, then the hearing can be opened and continued to the next month. If a response is received, then the chair of the sub-committee can give a presentation and the HPC can decide whether or not to move forward with the application. Ms. Hart asked if the sub-committee could make a recommendation at the hearing. Mr. King said yes. Mr. Zande asked for a motion to hold a public hearing at the next HPC meeting. Ms. Hart said that she was concerned that the 202 N Main Street application was not sufficient, and felt that setting a hearing date for the application may be premature. Mr. Zande asked how long the HPC had had the preliminary application. Mr. King said that it had been about six months. Mr. White said that the William Newton Johnson application was complete and likely to be approved. Mr. Zande asked if there was a motion to move forward with the William Newton Johnson building application. Mr. Auten said that the sub-committee should meet before and bring a recommendation to the HPC before the HPC moves forward. That the HPC should not hold a judicial hearing when they were not sure they could support the application. He said that he would vote against a motion on principle. 
ACTION: Mr. White made a motion to hold a hearing for the William Newton Johnson landmark application. Mr. Sopp seconded the motion. Mr. Auten voted against the motion. All other members voted for the motion. The motion passed. 
6. Chris Stonestreet made a presentation on the Battle of Cowan’s Ford. He wants to do a small presentation before July 4th, 2009. He is considering a place, such as Soiree, where the presentation can be made and possibly provide some food. He will also be giving handouts with information. He is hoping for support and help from the HPC.  Mr. White asked about the date. Mr. Stonestreet said that it would be June 22nd, 2009. He wanted to do the presentation before the July 4th holiday. Mr. White asked what he needed from the HPC. Mr. Stonestreet said he  would appreciate any help, word of mouth. Ms. Hart asked exactly what his plan was. He said that he wanted to do a presentation, a small luncheon and then a time for open discussion. He would appreciate any kind of help the HPC could offer. Ms. Hart suggested that he contact Ann Brown or Andy Poore with the Museum. The building would be a great location. Mr. Sopp asked for contact information and said that he would pass it on to the Downtown Commission. Ms. Hart said that she would send an email to Ann Brown at the museum. 
7. Mr. White said the sub-committee had a commitment from MI Connection to advertise the Historic Tour of Homes. In return, the HPC has agreed to let them display services on the front porches of some of the Tour homes. Mr. White said the weekend of October 17th and 18th was chosen for the Tour. There will not be a VIP reception. At this point there are two confirmed homes, two probable homes and one under consideration. There is also a possible volunteer on Mazeppa Road. There are ongoing discussions with additional homes. Ms. Hart discussed a pre-civil war log cabin that may be available. Mr. White said that nine was the maximum number of homes for the Tour. Mr. Zande said that MI Connection would sell tickets at  their office. Mr. White said that the homeowners may be asked to provide more of the volunteers for docents. Mr. Sopp said the Downtown Commission may be interested in participating as well. 
8. Mr. Zande suggested that the HPC should consider providing a plaque for the depot. Mr. King said that the Planning department already had a plaque recognizing properties on the National Register. He said that one had been provided to the Mooresville Museum and could also be provided to the depot. 
ACTION: Mr. Lewis made a motion to donate the plaque to the depot. Mr. White seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Old Business:

9. Mr. Brownewell was not in attendance so there was no update on grants. 
Other Business: 
10. Mr. White asked about the website creation. Mr. Zande said that the HPC had two proposals for website. He briefly described the two proposals. He said that he had worked with Lake Norman Internet. Mr. Sopp said that he thought an advantage to the Visual Studio site is that you can update anything on the site. Mr. White stated that a sub-committee had been formed to look into this and that he thought they should make a decision. 
ACTION: Mr. White made a motion to authorize the sub-committee to spend up to $2500 to create a professional website. Mr. Sopp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

11. Mr. Atkins spoke to the HPC about the homes that were demolished by Mitchell Community College. He said they had been “on the radar” for some time. He said that he thought the HPC should be notified any time a building that has historic value may be demolished. This would give the Town and the HPC the possibility to negotiate another solution. He said he had spoken to Erskine Smith, who said that the HPC should maybe consider districting.  Ms. Hart said that Mitchell Community College said that they tried to get the homes moved. The only way we can prevent this in the future is to be aware. Ms. Edwards suggested talking with the Planning Department about setting up a process of notification for demolition permits. Mr. Zande asked if the demolition permit asked for the date of construction. Ms. Edwards said we could possibly do a text amendment requiring a 30 day delay for demolition of properties built before a certain date.  Ms. Hart said the green house had been maintained in perfect condition. The Victorian house was also in perfect condition. The woodwork had never even been painted. Mr. Atkins suggested working with Town staff to get a text amendment before the Town Board to prevent this in the future. 
12. Ms. Edwards told the HPC members about a workshop being held June 10, 2009 by the Charlotte Mecklenburg Historic Landmark Commission. It is for credit for Certified Local Governments. We need to have two members plus a staff member attend a conference during the year. Mr. Lewis said he would possibly be able to go. 
13. Ms. Rico submitted $29.00 money from the card sales. 
14. Mr. Zande adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
The next meeting will be June 4, 2009 beginning at 6:00 p.m.
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