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	Historic Preservation Minutes 

June 4, 2009
	



	Members Present
	Also Present
	

	Yvonne Hart
	Mandy Edwards, Zoning Administrator
	

	Ora Carr  
	Jim King, Senior Planner
	

	Brent Zande
Miles Atkins

Dave Sopp

Mark Auten

Brian Brownewell 

	
	


Mr. Zande called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.
1. Mr. Zande asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the May 7, 2009 meeting. 
ACTION: Mr. Sopp made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Mr. Zande said that Mr. White had still not gotten applications back for the plaques for the Espy Watts Brawley Mansion and the Thomas Oscar & Jane Creswell Brawley  House. Mr. Atkins recommended that if we vote to approve the current applications, the plaques be ordered and the dates be taken from the applications, so that the plaques can be presented at the Town Board meeting. He suggested ordering the plaques through the Planning Department. Ms. Edwards asked if he was suggesting that the Planning Department pay for the plaques instead of the HPC. He said yes, that the HPC essentially has no budget, and that the HPC should have a line item in the budget. Ms. Edwards said that the HPC had previously asked for a budget and had gotten none. With the current budget situation, it is unlikely that any new money will be approved. Mr. Atkins said that he would talk to the Town Manager and the Planning Director and see what could be done. Mr. Zande asked if we could go ahead and buy the plaques with HPC money for the ones that we need to provide now. Mr. Atkins said that the HPC could vote to use HPC funds. Mr. Lewis said that he could purchase the plaques and reimburse himself since he has access to the account. Plaques are needed for the Cashion property, the Library, Dr. Sholar’s house, the W. C. Johnston Sons Building, the William Newton Johnston Sons building, the Espy Watts Brawley Mansion. Mr. Atkins said that the Cashions were hoping to get their plaque soon. Mr. Zande asked if there could be a motion to approve $200 to purchase the plaque for the Cashion property, and follow up on the others once the funding issues are worked out. 

ACTION: Mr. Atkins made a motion to approve up to $200 to purchase a plaque for the Cashion House to be paid out of the HPC Tour of Homes funds. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Mr. Atkins read a letter that was proposed for Town Voice or direct mail program regarding plaques. Mr. Auten asked about the phrase “prehistorical.” He said that any home built before Jamestown is considered prehistoric to the United States history. Mr. Atkins said that the language came directly from the website from the State Historical Preservation. Mr. Auten said that we had not done a Prehistorical inventory in Mooresville and the letter says we have. Mr. Atkins suggested striking the word prehistoric. Members agreed. There was discussion about using the Town of Mooresville letterhead or creating an HPC letterhead. Mr. Sopp said that he would create an HPC letterhead and bring it to the next meeting for approval. 
4. Mr. Sopp introduced the completed draft of the landmark process map. He suggested putting it on the HPC Website when available and also in the pre-application packet. 
Action: Mr. Atkins made a motion to adopt the landmark process map. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
5. Ms. Edwards stated that she needed clarification on the members of the Landmark sub-committee, specifically who actually volunteered. Ms. Hart said that she volunteered to Chair the sub-committee. Mr. Lewis said that he volunteered and that Mr. Atkins volunteered. Ms. Edwards volunteered to participate as staff liaison.  
6. Mr. Zande opened the public hearing for the W. C. Johnston & Co. Hardware building. Ms. Edwards said that the State had responded that they generally supported the application but that they would like to have pictures of the interior. 

Action:  Mr. Lewis made a motion to continue the hearing until the next meeting. Mr. Sopp seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
7. Mr. Zande opened the hearing for the Landmark Designation application for the William Newton Johnston Sons Company Building. Ms. Edwards was sworn in and presented the application and the response from the State suggesting approval of designation.  Ms. McAuliffe was sworn in as a representative for the applicant. She stated that there had been some debate about what space within the buildings the Johnston family actually occupied.  Mr. Zande asked if any others wished to speak on behalf of the application. None did and he closed the hearing. 
ACTION: Mr. Lewis made a motion to recommend approval of the Landmark Designation application for the William Newton Johnston Sons buildings and submit the application to the Town Board for approval. Mr. Atkins seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

8. Mr. Zande opened the discussion on applicants for the HPC positions that are available. Mr. Atkins described the process by which the Town advertises and accepts applications for positions. He said their was not a formal process for engaging Chairs or other members of commissions. Mr. Atkins said that a nominating committee makes the decision, and that he had asked them to postpone the decision so that the HPC can make a recommendation. Mr. Zande explained that several of the applicants had been appointed to other commissions and would no longer be considered for the HPC. The members discussed the applicants and their merits. Mr. Auten asked who was on the nominating committee. Mr. Atkins said that it included Frank Radar, Mac Herring and Chris Carney. Mr. Zande said that the HPC should take advantage of the interest even if people are not appointed to a commission. He said that they may be interested in participating on a sub-committee.  Mr. Brownewell told the members that he was having a problem attending meetings because of his employment. He suggested that some of the other applicants could give 100% and he would be willing to resign his membership and let the HPC choose another candidate. He said he would be willing to help as a volunteer when possible. Mr. Zande thanked Mr. Brownewell for considering the needs of the HPC. Mr. Zande told him to send an email to Ms. Edwards at medwards@ci.mooresville.nc.us tendering his resignation. Mr. Auten said that there needs to be some kind of ruling so that there is never a gap between losing members and new members beginning. Ms. Hart said if they make the nomination on the 15th and the new members can attend, then there would not be a problem.  
Action: Ms. Carr made a motion to accept Mr. Brownewell’s resignation from the HPC. Mr. Atkins seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Zande suggested that the HPC talk to the applicants to verify interest and help make a decision on who to recommend to the nominating committee. Mr. Sopp said that we should consider what the HPC needs and what the applicants offer. Ms. Hart suggested talking to the individuals to help make a decision on a recommendation for filling Mr. Brownewell’s position. Mr. Zande agreed to contact Mr. Rudd and Mr. Howard. Ms. Hart agreed to talk with Ms. Jones and Ms. Rudd. 
9. Ms. Hart talked about the website, but was unable to get the Library computer to work. She said that the quotes from outside sources did not include content, the HPC would be responsible for that. Mr. Sopp explained how the process would work. He said that since the HPC would need to do a lot of the work anyway, they felt that it would be smarter to create our own site that we can manage ourselves. Ms. Hart said that she purchased historicmooresville.org for the website. She said the demo is currently on the Historic Tour website. The website would be geared toward education and promotion of Mooresville historic properties. 
10. Mr. White was not at the meeting so the Tour of Homes discussion was delayed until next month.
11. Mr. Sopp told the members that the depot had been painted. They used the Southern Railway colors.  
Other Business: 

12. Mr. Zande thanked Ms. Carr and Mr. Auten for their time participating on the HPC. 
13. Ms. Hart mentioned a home on Church Street that is owned by the Town of Mooresville. She said the Town is planning to burn the home down. It is a mill village style home. She asked about the possibility of having the Town allow someone to move it to another location. She had checked into the cost of moving the home. She asked about the possibility of the HPC being notified when a demolition permit is requested. Ms. Edwards said that the Town could not delay demolition because of the age of the home unless it was historically designated. She said the Planning Department could notify the HPC so that an attempt could be made to contact the owner and see if other arrangements could be made.
14.  Ms. McAuliffe made two suggestions. The first was to attempt to distribute documents to members by email or other electronic means rather than on paper. The second suggestion was that the HPC consider creating interior designation guidelines.
15.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
The next meeting will be July 2, 2009 beginning at 6:00 p.m.
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