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	Historic Preservation Minutes 

December 6, 2007
	



	Members Present
	Also Present
	

	Miles Atkins
	Jim King, Planner
	

	Ora Carr
	Mandy Edwards, Admin Support 
	

	Mary Morrow
Mark Auten

Andy Poore
Dennis White 

Yvonne Hart, by phone 

Gary Lewis 
	
	


Mr. Atkins called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

1. Approval of Minutes for the November 7, 2007 minutes. Mr. Auten made a correction to item 5 on page 2, stating that he had made a motion not to table the discussion but to hold it in executive session. 
ACTION: Ms. Morrow made the motion that the minutes be approved as corrected. Ms. Carr seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
2. Mr. White stated to the commission that the next item of business was a preliminary application, but it was his application and he would like to be recused. He requested that a motion be made to recuse him and allow Jim King to lead the discussion. 
ACTION: Mr. Auten made a motion to recuse Mr. White and ask Jim King to lead the discussion. Mr. Poore seconded the Motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

      Mr. King said that the commission needed to appoint a commission member to act as Chairman. 

ACTION: Ms. Morrow made the motion to have Mr. Auten act as Chairman for the discussion.  Mr. Poore seconded the Motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Auten opened the discussion. He asked if there was a motion to accept the preliminary                   application. 
ACTION: Ms. Carr made the motion to accept Mr. White’s preliminary application. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
Mr. White said that his motivation for doing this was to try to help Mooresville move forward in getting historical designations.  Mr. White said the house was built in 1894 for one of three sisters, who’s last name was Rankin. One of the daughters married Mr. Turlington and lived in this house, which is why the house is known as the Turlington House.  The commission discussed whether the house should be considered the Rankin House or Turlington House. Mr. King asked Mr. White to resume his position as Vice Chairman.
3. Mr. White said the next order of business was the Templeton House application, which was approved for designation by the State. He said that before it could be presented to the Town Board, the commission needed to have an open forum, after which the commission could vote to send it to the Town Board. He opened the public hearing. Mr. King said that he had prepared a Landmark Designation Ordinance that would replace the one that was in the agenda package. He explained that it was based on an ordinance the county has used and that the Town Attorney had looked at it. He stated that the planning staff supported this application going to the Town Board. Mr. Atkins said that he had worked with consultant Leora Studholme to prepare the application that was submitted to the State. He said that they had received favorable comments back from the State with a recommendation that interior descriptive comments be added. They have since been submitted to the State and it will appear as an addendum to the application for public record. The applicant got the go ahead from the State to proceed with the request. He introduced Ms. Studholme and asked if anyone had questions. Mr. White said that the commission had covered this pretty thoroughly in the previous meeting.  Mr. White closed the public hearing.
ACTION: Ms. Morrow made the motion to submit to the Town Board for approval an ordinance designating the house at 353 S. Academy Street, Mooresville, NC Iredell County as a historical property. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. White asked if the commission needed to sign the request. Mr. King said that it would be signed by the mayor and attested by the Town Attorney and Town Clerk. Mr. White asked how we let them know. Mr. King said the commission would send them a copy of the minutes. Ms. Studholme asked for clarification of the process. Mr. King said that once the application was reviewed by the commission it had to be sent to the State for review and that they had thirty days to respond. After that there had to be a public hearing before both the Historic Preservation Commission and the Town Board. Those hearings can either be simultaneous or separate. This commission chose to do them separately due to the difficulty of getting both boards together at the same time. Mr. White said that he felt that the commission needed to have a document signed by the HPC. Mr. King said that the planning staff could create a notice to applicant that could be signed by the HPC Chairman. 
4. Mr. White stated that Mr. Auten had been asked to research and bring to the HPC a recommendation regarding becoming a non-profit. Mr. Auten said that Mr. King had sent an email to other planning departments and received some responses. Most recommended setting up a separate non-profit organization rather than the HPC becoming a non-profit. Mr. King said that Mr. Atkins had done some research and talked to a state representative with SHIPPO and found that the board members of the HPC commission could also be the board members of the non-profit.  The non-profit could offer grants to people to offset some of the costs for landmark designation.  If the HPC is its own non-profit, then the checks would come from the Town of Mooresville general fund. This could give the impression to tax payers that the money is coming from their tax dollars, when it is actually money that the commission has raised. 
New Business:
5. Mr. King said that the Town of Mooresville had recently adopted a comprehensive Land Use Plan. It talks about five areas of town that may qualify as a historic areas. The original ordinance that created the HPC says that any HPC designations must comply with the current Land Use Plan. The areas in the Land Use Plan that are recommended include Downtown Main Street and Broad Street, N. Main Street between Culp and Stewart Avenue, Academy Street between Wilson and McLelland Avenue, Academy Street between Iredell Avenue and Tunnel Street and West Center Street. Mr. King said that he had talked with Mr. Atkins and Tim Brown, the planning director, and they had asked Ms. Studholme to prepare a proposal for doing an inventory for the town. Then the HPC will engage the stakeholders through education a possible incentives. We could recognize areas initially as areas of strong heritage to the town with the eventual possibility of becoming a historic district.  We could put signs in historically significant areas such as the Mill Village recognizing their heritage and educate the public about historical designation. Mr. White said that we are proposing to recognize five areas as having historical significance, but this would in no way impose restrictions or conditions on the properties. Anyone desiring to seek official designation would still have to go through the process with the HPC.  Mr. King said that the planning staff would like for the HPC to move forward with this and get the recognition. Mr. King said that the money for this would come from the Planning Department budget, and the HPC board would manage the project. Ms. Studholme would come before the HPC Board each month with an update on the inventory process. Ms. Hart asked for clarification about what the planning staff wanted the HPC to do. Mr. King said that the planning staff wanted to move forward and get the ground work done. Ms. Hart asked who would be doing the work. Mr. King said that they were asking Ms. Studholme to prepare a proposal and that the HPC would hire her to do the inventory, then the HPC would use this information to move forward. Ms. Studholme said it was a first step in identifying what’s here. Once that is completed, the HPC would want community support and involvement. Ms. Hart said she had read the Land Use Plan and that she did not think it meant to be limited to the streets mentioned. She said the inventory needs to be comprehensive, so that it would be a basis or rationale for all of the HPC decisions in the future. Mr. King said that it gives the HPC the justification to proceed with districting. The commission discussed some of the reasons for wanting to create districts. Mr. Atkins recommended that the HPC hold a workshop to discuss and understand what its purpose is. He stated that the commission is charged with inventorying the assets in town and preserving them through land marking and districting. Ms. Carr stated that the sign noting the historic Cascade neighborhood was wrong. She said that area was actually known as the Junction.  Mr. King said that he would talk to Shelley Williamson about the Cascade sign. 
ACTION: Ms. Morrow made a motion to continue with the plan that the Planning Department has proposed by surveying, identifying and evaluating historic resources within the Commercial Downtown and significant neighborhoods as recommended by the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
6. Mr. King said that staff had asked Ms. Studholme to prepare a proposal to prepare an inventory of the Charles Mack Building. Mr. Poore would be working directly with Ms. Studholme as a member of the Mooresville Museum. The HPC Board would be involved in taking it in as a landmark designation. Ms. Studholme is preparing to go to those who have turned in preliminary applications and offer her services as a private individual to help them with their inventories for landmark designation.  This is where a non-profit 5013c could give financial assistance to individuals. 
7. Mr. White said that the HPC needs to create a nominating committee for the January meeting, a historical home tour committee, and a grant committee that would recommend how we would offer grants to homeowners as they go through the land marking process. Mr. White appointed Ms. Morrow and Ms. Carr to serve as the nominating committee. Ms. Morrow and Ms. Carr agreed to serve. 

Mr. White adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
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