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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 
September 9, 2009

	




Members Present			Also Present 
Jonathan Hartsell			Jim King, Senior Planner
Amanda Rivers-Lucey		Tammy Heck, Zoning Administrator
Jim Streetman 
Jim Simpson                                             				
Michael Chenard			
Dee Browder
Matthew Mason

Mr. Hartsell called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of the July 8, 2009 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission (the August EPC meeting was canceled).

Action: Mr. Streetman made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Mr. Mason seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

2. Mr. Hartsell read through the minutes from July in regard to the items the membership has been working on. Mr. Mason talked to Mr. Bradford about the Town’s webpage. They discussed putting the recycling information on the webpage. Mr. Mason said that Mr. Bradford also suggested putting information on the webpage in regard to air quality, water quality, and storm water in order to build the webpage up. Mr. King said that this is a good opportunity to implement the strategic plan for the EPC and for each sub-committee to write up a blurb on their area of interest to be included on the webpage. Mr. Mason suggested starting this process via email. Mr. Streetman said that Mecklenburg County has a big environmental website which could be a good part of the work. Mr. King said that the EPC could use what is pertinent to Iredell County and the Town of Mooresville. Mr. Mason said he would take the lead on the website design.

3. Mr. Hartsell said he had a hard copy of the recycling report the Mr. Finan submitted to the state for the Town’s annual report. He said that the report showed a 70% participation when the program was fully functioning; however, it dropped off to around 53% when the town stopped receiving paper goods. Mr. King said that he would scan a copy of the report and email out to everyone.

4. Mr. Streetman said that he is going to contact Mr. Burke in regard to the 83X. Mr. Streetman said that he had spoken with an individual from NC DOT in regard to highway funding in relationship to the Charlotte area’s issue with air quality, and he was told that there are too many ways to get the money, so the area funding will not be affected.

5. Mr. Simpson said the he and Mrs. Browder met with Mr. Rase in the Town of Mooresville Engineering Department about water quality. The primary purpose of the meeting was to meet the engineering staff. He said that Mr. Rase said that the Town has submitted their filings with the state but it could be anywhere from 6 – 18 months until they receive a response. Until this happens, they will not really know what their requirements are going to be to comply with the phase II storm water regulations. Mr. Hartsell asked who would be in charge of enforcement for the storm water regulations. Mr. King responded that it would probably vary on various levels such as engineering for new construction but then it may be up to public works for yard waste left in curb and gutters. Mr. Simpson said that the HOA’s will be responsible for their storm drainage systems and catch basins. This would be an opportunity for the EPC to provide education and awareness.

6. Mrs. Rivers-Lucey said that she is reaching out to the East Intermediate science teacher she worked with last year to get a poll on the success of the kids planting the seedlings. Mrs. Rivers-Lucey said that she is going to contact the NC Forestry Service to see what the EPC needs to do to qualify as a Tree City USA city and tie it into the educational program.


New Business 

7. Mr. King said that he had received a complaint about kudzu and asked the EPC if this would be an issue that they would like to take on. Mr. Chenard asked if there is a way to kill the kudzu. Mrs. Rivers-Lucey said that she had heard of a gentleman that herded goats to eat it.  She said they even eat the root. Mr. King stated that there are no provisions in any of the Town’s ordinances that deal with it. Mr. King stated that he sat in on the Beautification committee two weeks ago for Mrs. Mann and discussed the kudzu problem with them as aesthetic issue and tonight I’m bringing the same issue before the EPC as an environmental impact to the Town. Mr. King suggested that the two boards work together to draft a proposal that they can deliver to the Town Board of Commissioners detailing the problem and offering solutions to eradicate kudzu in the Town of Mooresville. Mr. Chenard said that kudzu is a non-native and evasive plant which kills native vegetation and just does not belong here. Mr. Hartsell said it is just destroying the tree cover. Mr. Chenard said that it also destroys the food source for the native habitat. Mr. Hartsell said that he would take the lead. Mrs. Browder said that she would do some research on the negative impacts of kudzu.

8. Elections

Mr. Chenard made a motion to nominate Amanda Rivers-Lucey for the chair position, Mrs. Browder seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimous to elect Mrs. Rivers-Lucey as Chair to the Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission.    

Mr. Simpson made a motion to nominate Jonathan Hartsell for the vice-chair position, Mr. Mason  seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimous to elect Mr. Hartsell as the Vice- Chair to the Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission.    


Next meeting: The next scheduled EPC meeting will be October 14, 2009

The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Executive Conference Room on the main floor of Town Hall located at 413 N. Main Street. 
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