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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

July 8, 2009

	


Members Present


Also Present 

Jonathan Hartsell


Mandy Edwards, Zoning Administrator

Tony White

Jim Streetman 

Jim Simpson                                             




Michael Chenard



Dee Browder

Matthew Mason

Mr. Hartsell called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

1. Approval of the June 10, 2009 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission.
Action: Mr. Streetman made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Mr. Chenard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business
2. Mr. Hartsell asked if there was anything specific to discuss on the follow up of the strategic plan. The EPC decided to move on to old business and discussed the assigned issues.
3. Mr. Hartsell opened the Floor to Mr. Streetman to discuss air quality. Mr. Streetman said that he had some ideas regarding grants that pertained to air quality. He said that Charlotte in the Observer June 14, 2009 Local and State section, had an article as Charlotte has an ozone problem and he was thinking about contacting the Mooresville Tribune to run a similar article. He also stated that Mecklenburg County Division of Air Quality has a publication that is quarterly called Air Waves that discusses different issues and air quality regulations. Mr. Streetman suggested putting something like this together for the Town of Mooresville that could educate our citizens about the air quality in and around town. Mr. Hartsell asked how one receives this newsletter. Mr. Streetman said he receives this publication because of his work with Bank of America and the number of generators the bank has. Mr. Streetman said he would check to see how to be added to their distribution. Mr. Streetman said that the State has a number of grants that he is going to try to summarize as far as the air quality perspective, construction grants, and changing out fleets of cars to hybrids. 

4. Mr. Hartsell said that there were some technical clean-up items that the EPC should discuss. Mr. Streetman said that the last time he went to the Towns website, the site still listed the old members. Mrs. Edwards said that she would take care of that. Mr. Hartsell suggested putting something about recycling on the webpage that covered the pilot program as well as the transfer station. Mr. Mason asked if the EPC could add some PDF’s to the website. He also mentioned that the transfer station has their own website. Mrs. Edwards said that a link could be added for that. Mrs. Edwards said that Alan Bradford would be the contact with the Town for the Town website. Mr. Mason said that he will contact Mr. Bradford about the website.
5. Mr. Simpson said that he has not had the opportunity since the last meeting to follow up on water quality. He said that he would like to meet with Mrs. Browder to discuss the issue. Mr. Mason said that the state was increasing their regulations for storm water run-off. Mr. Chenard said that storm water will be getting a lot more attention.
6. Mr. Mason said that on his list to do is to meet with Mr. Finan to get the statistics on the Towns recycling program. He said that he has not had an opportunity to do that but he would try to do that by the next meeting. Mr. Hartsell said that he has a hard copy of the statistics the Town had to provide the state following the one year anniversary of the pilot program. He told Mr. Mason that he would bring that to the meeting next month.
7. Mr. Hartsell said that Mrs. Rivers-Lucey was absent so they would move onto green space. Mrs. Browder said that she attended the Lake Norman Regional Bike Trail meeting and looked at their maps and proposals. She said that the Carolina Thread Trails and Lake Norman Regional Bike Trail are working together. She said currently they are working on routes and with the NCDOT who is funding the project. Mrs. Browder said that she has also spoken with Mr. Vest about the rain Barrels. She said that Mr. Vest requested a one page proposal that he could sign off on. She said that she was going to work on that as well as contact the principals at the schools. Mr. Chenard said that one of the EPC’s goals was to put together a strategic plan for each focus areas. Mrs. Browder said that she could start getting everything put together and then coordinate with Mrs. Rivers-Lucey to get the notices put in the paper.
8. Mr. Chenard stated that he is still working on the strategic plan for water quantity. He hopes to provide the EPC with something to respond to by the next meeting. He said that the Catawba River Keeper has an issue with the inner basin transfer. He said he was not sure of which basin but it is a North Carolina / South Carolina issue. Mr. Chenard said that in talking with Duke Power, the Town of Mooresville gets all its water out of the Catawba River basin and dumps it into the Yadkin River basin. Mrs. Browder said that Mooresville is actually in two different watersheds. Mr. Chenard said the bases for the strategic plan is Charlotte wants more water because they want to grow and the Catawba River is their water source. This goes for any municipality that wants to grow. If water is an issue, it affects the Town of Mooresville as well. Mr. Hartsell asked about water levels. Mr. Chenard stated that the lake is down by 2 – 5 feet. Mr. Chenard said that he checked the wells at Langtree and they are about even with 2005/2006. He said we are still down as far as ground but stream flow is ok and lake levels are fine.
9. Mr. Hartsell discussed relationships with other organizations. He said he is in the process of setting up a meeting with an individual who is involved with the Catawba Lands Conservancy. He said he is also starting to make contact with other groups to see what they are doing and ways they can work together. Mr. Hartsell said that he has been talking to Mr. White about creating a list of groups they want to contact.
10. Mr. Streetman said that the Planning Department made a presentation to the Town Board back in April and it had a lot of information in regard to the 83X. He said he was surprised that the EPC was not more involved. Mrs. Edwards said that the Town has a new Transportation Planner, Neil Burke, and he may not have been aware of the link. Mr. Streetman said he would make contact with Mr. Burke in order to reduce duplicating work.

11. Mr. Hartsell introduced Mr. Scott Treverson as a quest speaker with Bio Green. Mr. Treverson said that he is trying to create awareness about synthetic fertilizer use around the Mooresville – Lake Norman Area. He has started his own company, Bio Green, which is a franchise located Lake Tahoe, Nevada. He said that fertigation systems are commonly used out west. It’s a way to fertilize and reduce water usage at the same time. Mr. Treverson explained how bio green works to make plants healthier which in return decreases the need to use harmful herbicides and pesticides. Mr. Treverson said that He has been Talking with Mr. Bennett Brown over Grounds and Maintenance and that he is going to spray the new park on North Main St. This will be a free demonstration.  Mr. Chenard said that the EPC can list and advise the Board, But they could not endorse a specific company. Mr. Hartsell agreed and said he had similar concerns. Mr. Streetman asked Mr. Treverson if he has or is working with any company that is in with the US Green Building Council LEED, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. Mr. Treverson said that he has tried to. Mr. Treverson said that Bio Green is currently working on how many points a company would receive by using their product. He said he should have that information in the next week or two. Mr. White asked about what weed control strategies they employ. Mr. Treverson said they usually spot treat and do not use a broadcaster. Mr. Treverson Bio Greens entire process. Mr. Simpson asked how Bio Greens cost compare with other competitors.  Mr. Treverson said he is very competitive plus its safer for the environment.  
Next meeting: The next scheduled EPC meeting will be August 12, 2009
The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Executive Conference Room on the main floor of Town Hall located at 413 N. Main Street. 
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