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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 
June 10, 2009

	




Members Present			Also Present 
Jim Simpson                               Jim King, Planner                 				
Michael Chenard			Alan Bradford
Amanda Rivers-Lucey
Dee Browder
Matthew Mason

In the absence of Mr. Hartsell, Chair, and Mr. White, Vice Chair, Mr. Chenard made a motion that Mr. Simpson run the meeting and Mrs. Browder seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of the May 13, 2009 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission.

Action: Mrs. Rivers-Lucey made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Mrs. Browder  seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

2. Mr. King stated that the Town Board reappointed Mr. Simpson and Mr. Hartsell to the EPC. He also stated due to the difficult economic situation the country is facing, the Town Board cut the $2.00 per capita (roughly $60,000) for the Tree City USA status. 

3. Mr. Simpson read the first agenda item to discuss the meeting time and day. Mr. King said that at last month’s meeting the EPC discussed meeting at 6:00 versus 7:00. There was some concern about being able to make the meeting at 6:00. Mr. Chenard suggested 6:30.

Action: Mr. Chenard made the motion to change the meeting time to 6:30 on the second Wednesday of each month. Mrs. Browder seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
 
4. Mr. Simpson read the next agenda item, “Follow up on May EPC meeting on Goals, Strategies, and Task”.  Mr. King stated that this will be a continuing item on the agenda. Mr. Chenard said that Mr. Hartsell stated in an email that he liked the direction that the EPC was going and encouraged individual members to continue working on assigned tasks working towards the strategic plan that is in the works. 


Old Business 

5. Mr. Chenard gave a quick update on water quantity. He said that he has received better information on population and population growth. As the area grows, we need to plan for that growth and include water availability as well. He asked the question, “What are the other towns allocated to draw from Lake Norman to satisfy their water needs”. Mr. Chenard said that he just found out that the Town of Mooresville is in two different river basins. You are either in the Yadkin or the Catawba River basin depending where you live in Mooresville. Mr. Chenard said that the Town has an inner basin transfer where the Town draws from the Catawba River basin and discharges to the Yadkin River basin. Mr. Chenard said that he would like to see the Town take a leadership approach with a regional approach to water conservation. It is not only important for Mooresville to do it, but also for Davidson, Cornelius, and Huntersville. At some time this should be expanded to cover other towns such as Denver. He also stated that we should start using some of the resources the Town has such as inserts in the utility bills to continue to get the message out that conservation is not just for drought, it’s necessary for planning for growth. Finally, look at opportunities to use water conserving fixtures on town owned properties.  

6. Mr. Simpson stated that Mr. Streetman was not present so the update on air quality will be at the July meeting.

7. Mr. Simpson said that he needs to spend more time with Mrs. Browder and get more gauged in what is going on with the Town of Mooresville. Mr. King suggested that Mr. Simpson get in contact with Mr. Rase, the Director of Engineering, because the Town now falls under the phase II storm water regulations. 

8. Mr. Mason reported that the Town is going to continue the recycling pilot program; however, they are not going to increase it town wide this year. He said that he was going to contact Mr. Finan to get more information for the July meeting. Mr. Chenard said that the waste issue is more than just the home owners and asked if there is a way to reach out to the schools and businesses. Mr. Mason said those opportunities exist but that he does not think a lot of people know about the transfer station on Hwy 150. He said the EPC needs to find a way to better inform the community. Mrs. Rivers-Lucey asked if the Town has anything about recycling on their website. Mr. Braded replied, “No”. Mrs. Browder asked if it could be added and Mr. Bradford responded, “Yes”. Mr. Browder said that he would check to see what the county has.

9. Mrs. Rivers-Lucey said she is going to email the EPC members copies of the presentation from the LID conference she attended. She said that she is in the process of gathering materials for the March 2010 Arbor Day celebration. This would be used in the tree preservation / recycling presentation that has been given to the schools in the past. Mr. Chenard added that the educational component for the EPC also includes the citizens as well. Mrs. Browder asked if the Town had any more rain barrels, and if so, could some be given to the EPC to raffle off or have a contest for school kids. We could put an ad in the paper asking for essays from area kids of things they have done to be environmentally sound minded. Mrs. Browder said that she would contact Mr. Finan to discuss the rain barrels.   

10. Mr. Simpson stated there is no new information on the greenways. He said that the Greenway Master Plan got approved; however there is no money in the budget to construct them. Mrs. Browder said that she would get in touch with Mrs. McKenzie to get more information on it. Mr. Chenard asked about a situation in Winslow Bay where an adjacent property owner has threatened to remove all the trees on his property. Mr. King said they had some regulations for silviculture but that he did not have a zoning ordinance with him and that he would verify with Mr. Chenard what the zoning allows. Mr. Chenard asked the EPC if this is something that they should be involved with. Mrs. Browder said that for DENR this is a huge problem. Mr. Chenard suggested that she take this on as part of her project working with tree preservation and open space. Mr. King said that he would email her the tree preservation section of the Mooresville Zoning Ordinance. Mr. Simpson said that he will get her copies of silviculture examples.

Next meeting: The next scheduled EPC meeting will be July 8, 2009

The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Executive Conference Room on the main floor of Town Hall located at 413 N. Main Street. 
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