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	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

March 11, 2009

	


Members Present


Also Present 

Jim Simpson                               Jim King, Planner                 


Tony White 



Jim Streetman
Michael Chenard
Amanda Rivers-Lucey
Mr. White called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m. 

1. Approval of the February 11, 2009 minutes for the Environmental Protection Commission.
Action: Mrs. Rivers-Lucey made the motion that the minutes should be approved as submitted. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Mr. White asked for a follow up on the January workshop. Mr. King stated that he had spoken with Mr. Hartsell and that Mr. Hartsell told him that he was not able to prepare the outline of the workshop as planned. Mr. King said that like Mr. Hartsell, he had not had the opportunity to incorporate the mission statement into the Rules of Procedure as planned.  Mr. White added that the workshop was good. Mr. Chenard stated that we would keep working toward the goal of the EPC. 
3. Mr. King stated that he had heard great feedback from the commissioners on the presentation Mr. Streetman made at the Town Boards pre-agenda meeting on February 27th, 2009.  Mr. Chenard made the comment that the 83X may or may not be dead; however, the Town will still be faced with the non-attainment air quality status and the question is what do we do about it. Mr. Streetman discussed the strategies listed in his presentation that focused on what the Town could do to improve air quality. Mr. Streetman also mentioned Commissioner Carney’s statement in regard to the need for the County’s participation and that likelihood. Mr. King stated that the EPC needs to identify its next step and if that step is to give the same presentation to the County Commissioners it would have to be at the direction from the Town Board. Mr. Chenard asked if the County actually had any concerns about air quality since Iredell County is such a large county and the problem only exists in the extreme southern portion. Mr. Streetman stated that in his presentation he spoke about the possibility of the entire county being included in the non-attainment status.  
Old Business 
4. Mr. Streetman gave a brief description of the 83X presentation. Mr. Simpson asked about the article and the Town’s commitment for funding the 83X. Mr. King stated that it would be his thought that CATS is trying to get commitments from the areas it serves in order to prepare for the upcoming year’s budget. Mr. Streetman said that the county should step up to the plate to help the Town. Mr. Streetman said that there is just not a high enough ridership for the bus route to better the air quality. Mr. Simpson said that it sounds like it is out of the EPC’s hands. 
5. Mr. White said that the EPC will discuss storm water at the next meeting. Mr. King said that he would invite Mr. Rase, the Engineering Director, to attend the next EPC meeting. Mr. King stated that the next meeting will be in May. He said that the EPC could inform Mr. Rase on previous discussions with Mrs. Wimberly in regard to an education and awareness program for storm water.
6. Mr. White asked for an update on the pilot recycling program. Mr. Kind said that he has not heard anything negative such as it being cut from the budget. He said that his guess is it will remain but under the current economic situation he does not expect it to expand as previously anticipated.
7.  Mr. White discussed the styrofoam in the schools. He said that he does not think they have enough specific data to illustrate whether or not it was effective to use Styrofoam vs. the hard plastic plates. Mrs. Rivers-Lucey asked if he was able to obtain previous water bills. Mr. White replied no. Mr. Chenard said that if all the EPC could get is the year to year comparison of water usage over the last 3 to for years, they could determine if there was a change. He said that if there is no change in water usage then there is nothing to be gained by the use of Styrofoam. Mr. King said he will remove that as an item of discussion from the agenda. Mr. White said that if he does find anything out he will inform the EPC.

8.  Mr. Simpson said there was nothing new to discuss in regard to the greenway plan. He said that he thought that they were trying to create an awareness of greenways.
9. Mr. Chenard said that we are not out of a drought. He said that based on the drought monitor for the south east, we are in better shape than we were a year ago. He said that this does not necessarily mean that we are in a good position. He said based on the report that 8.5 percent of the region is in no drought at all, 91.5 percent is in an abnormally dry or worse (out of that 91.5 percent 40.8 percent is moderate or worse, 7.1 percent is in severe or worse, and 1.6 percent is in extreme). The lake level is back up, however the ground water is where it was last year. The perception is people see that we have a little rain and they think we are out of the drought when we are not. When we get into the spring and summer when there is typically less rain fall is when you will be able to see the difference. Mr. Chenard said that the EPC should go on record and say there is a drought condition today and the drought will get worse, all you have to do is look at the ground water. Mr. White asked about more stringent water restrictions. Mr. Streetman said that he felt the Town should take it to the next level. He said currently the Town follows the suggested restrictions imposed by Duke Power. Mr. Chenard said that we are currently in stage two, should the EPC recommend to the Town Board to go to stage three or maybe modify stage two to impose additional restrictions but not be as strict as stage three. We need something that raises awareness, keeps people responsible, but does not restrict economic growth. Mr. White suggested that the town limit lawn watering.
10. Mr. Chenard discussed the January workshop and the strategic plan. He said it should focus on what the EPC should be doing. He added that if the Town looses the 83X then it does not mean that the EPC should give up on air quality completely. So what are the tactics and recommendation the EPC can make to the Town. He asked the question, is there a way in these hard economic times we could save the town money through environmental friendly planning.  He said this is the EPC’s opportunity to educate the Town Board about the drought because the drought will come back. We need to be prepared. Mr. Simpson said that he thought there should be something about water conservation in the water bill every month. Mr. White said that there will need to be some exceptions for business such as nursery operations and such that rely on water usage. Mr. Chenard said that is why you go to a modified stage two. That way you do not take it to the extreme that it hurts business until it is necessary. Mr. White said that he thought it is imperative that the EPC start doing some education.  He said that he had attended the Southern Spring Show down in Charlotte and spoke with a group called GeoSol about coming up and giving a presentation to the EPC. He said that they were really interested in doing that. He said they specialize in educational seminars and they also do energy assessments. Mr. White suggested having them come up and assess some town facilities. Mr. White said its time to look at alternative ways to do things.  Mr. White suggested doing a green fare/expo downtown. Mr. Chenard agreed and suggested tying it into the economy. Mr. White said the Downtown Commission is looking for activity in the downtown. Mr. White said that if people could see things that would save them money that they would probably take advantage of it. Mr. King suggested contacting Mrs. Atkins to get her input.  Mr. Streetman said this could also tie into the LEED existing building. Mr. Chenard suggested setting up a lunch meeting with Mrs. Atkins in the next week or two to further discuss this opportunity.
11.  Mrs. Rivers-Lucey asked everyone to check their calendars to see when the best time is to meet to wrap the seedlings. She said the presentation is at 2:00 on Friday and asked for volunteers.
12. Mr. White asked if the EPC could put together some training for Town employees on the proper way to plant and maintain trees. Mr. Chenard suggested that Mr. Simpson contact Mr. Brown to discuss this issue because his vast forestry experience. 

New Business
13. The EPC met on March 18th from 7:00 pm until 8:15pm to wrap trees for the Arbor Day Celebration at East Mooresville Intermediate School.
14. Amanda Rivers-Lucey gave a presentation on tree preservation and recycling on March 20, 2009 at East Mooresville Intermediate. Also present were Jim King and Dee Browder. 
Next meeting: The next scheduled EPC meeting will be March 11, 2009
The Mooresville Environmental Protection Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Executive Conference Room on the main floor of Town Hall located at 413 N. Main Street. 
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