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	Mooresville Beautification Committee

November 18, 2010 Minutes 

	



	 Members Present:
	Also Present:

	Barbara Pfeffer
	Irene Mann, GIS Technician

	Tony Walters
	

	Violet Knox
	

	Mac Herring
	

	Kirk Ballard
	

	Debra Holbrook
	

	Rick Cerchiara
	

	
	


Absent:   Rudi Rudisill, Kathleen Rabideau, Sylvia Spury, Angela Greene, Bob Amon
1. Welcome.

Mrs. Knox welcomed the Committee.
2. Call meeting to order.
Mrs. Knox called the meeting to order.

Committee  members spoke briefly with Town Manager, Steve Husemann about the lack of watering of the flower pots in front of the Citizen Center.  The Committee will draw up a watering plan to submit to Mr. Husemann for the Citizen Center.

3. Minutes

ACTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Herring, seconded by Mrs. Pfeffer to approve the October , 2010, minutes.  The motion was unanimously approved, 
4. Yard of the Month
Mrs. Knox said that the award is to be presented to 525 Oak Street.  
The Committee decided that it would be better to be sure of the address and make the award as soon as possible each time that there is a nomination.

ACTION:  A motion was made by Mrs. Spury, seconded by Mrs. Knox to present the Yard of the Month to 525 Oak Street.  The motion was unanimously approved.

5. Beautification Award

Mrs. Knox said the old Joe Knox building at 141 N. Main is looking nicer, but the work still isn’t finished.  

Mrs. Pfeffer said the award  is to be presented to Issy Belle’s on Friday of this week.
Mrs. Mann said that 131 W. McNeely could be awarded after Issy Belle’s.  It was previously nominated.  

6. Eyesores

Mrs. Knox said that the Town is doing a much better job on the eyesores than we realized and that taking action is a very complicated legal process.  

The Committee said the following properties are disgraceful:   

1. The Stewart home on Sycamore has a yard full of junk.  

2. There is a mess at the apartments at the corner of Iredell and Statesville across from the church including vehicles parked in the grass.  

3. The Main Street building with a business called Speed. 

4. The old gas station on Main Street that was known as Glaspy’s. 
5. Both gas stations located at the corner of Main Street and Mclelland Avenue.  

6. The Mayhew property, across from Broad Street, looks like it needs to be demolished.  

7. Main Street house across from the Kangaroo with constant yard sales.
The committee decided to remove the Blackwelder property from the eyesore list based upon the report from Jim King during the October meeting.  

Mrs. Knox said that the right of way area near the corner of McLelland and Main needs to be mowed regularly.

7. Keep Iredell Clean
Mrs. Holbrook said that Miss Statesville raised over $3,000 for Keep Iredell Clean and now the organization will organize the music festival in the future.
8. Community Gift Catalog
Mr. Ballard showed the Committee the draft of the Catalog and explained the content.  Mr. Herring suggested that the life span of each type of tree or shrub be included. Mr. Ballard said this may be more problem if the plants should die.  

Mr. Ballard said that he needed the cost of the trees from Bennett.  He showed the Committee a lot of different ideas for the Catalog.  
Mr. Herring asked if the donations could be made via the website.  Mrs. Mann said that Mrs. Setzer said no at this time.  Mrs. Mann said there could be a form or the donor could call or come by.

Mr. Herring said the Committee needs to adopt this and the Catalog needs to be presented to the Town Board.  

Mr. Ballard said there needs to be provision for the plaques.  He said that Lake Norman Awards can do a plaque on a stick for less than $20.  Mrs. Pfeffer said that it could be stolen.  Mr. Herring said perhaps there could be a community plaque somewhere.  Mrs. Knox said there still needs to be a plaque for the Bradford Pears that were removed.  Mr. Ballard said that granite could be used.  Mrs. Pfeffer said that we used bricks in New York.  Mr. Herring suggested concrete.    
Mr. Ballard explained several other options to add to the catalog including flower baskets or adopting plants with small signs.  

He said that it would be very good to have this information on a website.  Mr. Herring said that without online donations a form could be downloaded and to send in with a check.   

Mrs. Mann explained that Bennett Brown recommended a 2” caliper tree for the catalog and the standards are part of the Zoning Ordinance and she would get final information from  Mr. Brown.

Mrs. Holbrook asked  if the application could list the letter limit for the plaques. 

Mr. Herring said the trees would be planted by the Town on Town property.  Mr. Cerchiara wanted to know if the trees could be purchased for private property.  Mrs. Mann said that there is no profit for them.  Mr. Ballard said that if the Town is not making any money then the trees should not be sold for private property.  
9. Project Splash

Mr. Ballard said that he attended the Project Splash meeting with representatives of various groups and the designer Buzz Bizzell with the idea that you could get everyone on the same page.  He showed the Committee renderings of the proposed designs.  He said that when the design is adopted the Committee could move forward with renovating the brick signs.  Mr. Herring said that the design will most likely be adopted.  

Mrs. Knox showed a sketch that Mr. Bizzell did of what the brick signs could look like after adding the wrought iron and the “M” and only the “blue wave” so that it will “tie in” with what is adopted.  She said that adding stone at the ends combines the old with the new.  She said the Project Splash Committee did not want to use the word Historic and want to point to the Downtown and the Lake Area.  
Mr. Ballard said the next meeting would be December 8.  Mrs. Pfeffer said she would like to get an email so that she could attend.  

Mrs. Knox said that the design for the brick signs would be “open” and the sister city should be added.  

Mr. Ballard said that the colors are approved by the NCDOT and there are many other requirements for the directional signs.  

Mr. Herring said that there is no funding for Project Splash at this time although some of the “way finding” signs may be done.  He said this project will be on our “to do” list for now.  

Mr. Herring said that donors could request a location for a tree or bench.  Mrs. Mann said that a suggestion was made that some of these items could be used for the Rail Enhancement Project.   

10. Plantings

Mrs. Pfeffer said that watering the planters is continually difficult and a permanent solution is needed.  She said that she wanted to look towards the future and the Town purchasing a watering truck.  Mr. Herring said that the Committee could make a recommendation to Bennett to request this.  
Mrs. Pfeffer said we could start small with a golf cart and look at a truck for the future.   The Committee discussed how to find help from different organizations.  

Mrs. Pfeffer said that the Committee needed shirts to wear to identify themselves.  

11. Community Street Garden Competition

Mr. Cerchiara explained the draft of the plan for the Community Street Garden Competition.  He said that the Town website needs a front page “button” to reach the Committee information because right now it is hard to find.  Mrs. Mann said the EGov system will receive the replies and then are dispersed from the manager’s office.  Mrs. Knox said that the Committee Chairman should get the applications.  
Mr. Herring said that Rick, Angela, Alan and Irene should meet with Kim to develop ideas to put this information on the website.  

Mr. Cerchiara said the competition needs to be launched by the end of January.  He said the information needs to be in the Town Voice by March.  

Mr. Herring said a press release could be done and an ad will cost.  He said that if we provide the content that would helpful.  He said that the information can be on MIConnection.  Mrs. Mann said there is a color copier in Planning that can be used because the ink is paid for as part of the service.  
Mr. Cerchiara said that subcommittees are needed to get the information out.  Mr. Herring said for a low cost something could be developed for Channel 4.  
Mr. Cerchiara said that the entries have to be submitted by May.  Mr. Ballard said that he recommended that the entrants send a picture.  Mr. Cerchiara said the Committee will drive by all of the gardens.  Mrs. Pfeffer said that pictures could be taken by the members so that you don’t have to drive by all of the entries.  

Mrs. Knox said that trophies will be nice.  Mr. Cerchiara said that a gold spray painted trowel could be made into a trophy.  
12. Report from Buildings and Grounds

Mr. Brown was not present to give a report.

13.  Christmas Tree

Mrs. Knox said that tree decorating had to be completed by December 4th and then removed by January 3rd.

ACTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Herring seconded by Mr. Ballard to decorate a Christmas tree in JFM Square.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
Mrs. Holbrook said that she would let everyone know when the tree would be decorated.

14.  New Business

Mr. Cerchiara asked  Mr. Herring if the Town would allow a display on the CVS wall if CVS will allow it.  He said that he would like to have a display of hometown heroes.  Mr. Herring said that if it is not advertising there should not be a problem.  
Mr. Cerchiara said that he wanted to contact the CVS Corporation to ask for permission.  

The Committee tentatively decided to go to Epic Chop House for the December meeting on the second Thursday at 6:30.  

The Beautification Committee adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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