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	Mooresville Beautification Committee

October 28, 2010 Minutes 

	



	 Members Present:
	Also Present:

	Barbara Pfeffer
	Jim King, Senior Planner

	Kathleen Rabideau
	

	Sylvia Spury
	

	Tony Walters
	

	Angela Greene
	

	Violet Knox
	

	Mac Herring
	

	Bob Amon
	

	
	


Absent:   Kirk Ballard, Rudi Rudisill, Rick Cerchiara, Debra Holbrook
1. Welcome.

Mrs. Greene welcomed the Committee.
2. Call meeting to order.
Mrs. Greene called the meeting to order.

3. Minutes

ACTION:  A motion was made by Mrs. Rabideau, seconded by Mrs. Pfeffer to approve the September 23, 2010, minutes.  The motion was unanimously approved, 
4. Yard of the Month
Mrs. Spury explained that the previously nominated Yard of the Month declined the award.  

Mrs. Greene said there is a home on Oak that she would like everyone to consider.  She said the address is something like 525 Oak Street.  The yard is so neat and looks very nice.  

ACTION:  A motion was made by Mrs. Spury, seconded by Mrs. Knox to present the Yard of the Month to 525 Oak Street.  The motion was unanimously approved.

5. Beautification Award

Mr. Herring said that the house on McNeely looks great and the owners have done a very good job renovating the home.  
Mrs. Knox said the old Joe Knox building is coming along.  

Mrs. Pfeffer said that we have been considering Isy Bells for the award.  

Mr. Herring said that he did not know if the Brawley mansion was ready.  Mr. King said that he has spoken to the property owner and that the new fence could not be completely opaque.  He said that the property owner has some masonry products stored there.  Mr. Herring said that if the property is zoned GI it could be awarded the Beautification Award.  Mrs. Greene said the award can go to commercial or residential structures.  
ACTION:  A motion was made by Mrs. Pfeffer, seconded by Mr. Walters to present the Beautification Award to Isy Belle’s.  The motion was unanimously approved, 

6. Eyesores

The Committee said the following properties are disgraceful:   

1. The Blackwelder homes on Carpenter.  

2. The Stewart home on Sycamore has a yard full of junk.  

3. There is a mess at the apartments at the corner of Iredell and Statesville across from the church including vehicles parked in the grass.  

4. The Main Street building with a business called Speed. 

5. The old gas station on Main Street that was known as Glaspy’s. 
6. Both gas stations located at the corner of Main Street and Mclelland Avenue.  

7. The Mayhew property, across from Broad Street, looks like it needs to be demolished.  

8. Main Street house across from the Kangaroo with constant yard sales.
Mr. Herring asked about #7.  Mrs. Greene said that the minutes state that the property has been sold and the new owner plans to clean up the property.

Mr. King said that the house on Stoneycrest has been demolished by the bank that is the owner.

7. Keep Iredell Clean
Mrs. Holbrook did not have a report.
8. Community Gift Catalog
Mr. Ballard was not present to give a report. Mrs. Greene said that we will miss the tree planting season if we do not get this done and we really need to get rolling.
9. Plantings
Mrs. Greene said that the plantings look wonderful.  Mrs. Pfeffer said that the planters at the Citizen Center are not being taken care of, at all.  She said that she spoke with some of the workers there and they seem surprised that they were supposed to take care of the planters.  She said that the Citizen Center is a focal point.  Mrs. Greene said that the trees that were planted in the pots there were very expensive and they are dead now.  Mrs. Knox said that the problem is that it is nobody’s responsibility.
Mrs. Pfeffer said that she has suggested that the pots be moved to another location. 

Mr. Amon said that the Girl Scouts would like to adopt the watering project next spring. 

Mrs. Pfeffer said that we need a better way to water especially for the large pots.  

Mrs. Greene asked Mr. Amon if it would be helpful for someone from this Committee to come to a Downtown Commission meeting to encourage business owners to take care of the pots.  Mr. Amon said that he thought that would help and also to present non-binding contracts to the business owners to water the planters.  He said that way the responsibility would be accepted.  Mr. Amon suggested that reminders could be sent to shop owners. 
Mr. Herring sent an email to Wanda McKenzie, Kim Atkins and Irene Mann requesting that the planters at the Citizen Center be watered.  

Mr. Walters asked if the watering system was working in the square.  Mrs. Greene said that it appeared to be working.  

Mrs. Greene asked that a watering contract be drawn up.  Mrs. Knox has an example of what the Committee has been using.  
Mr. Walters asked about keeping the sidewalks clean.  Mr. Amon said the shop owners are responsible.  Mr. Herring said the Town does not clean sidewalks. 

10. Brick Entrance Signs

Mrs. Green asked Mr. Herring at what point could the Committee move forward to renovate the brick signs that are considered part of Project Splash.  Mr. Herring said that he did not know the status of Project Splash although he did know that the Town has been considering “way finding” signs.  
Mrs. Greene said that we would like to add the “M” and the wrought iron.  
Mr. King said the existing brick signs are different and should not be changed a lot.  He said the signs need to say Welcome to Historic Mooresville to be “way finding”.  Mrs. Knox said that incorporating the “M’ and the wrought iron would tie the signs to Project Splash.  
Mr. Amon said Project Splash is wonderful however the problem is that there is no funding.  He said that the Committee could proceed with their renovation project rather than waiting for the economy to recover.  The Committee agreed that the “M” and the wrought iron would “tie” the two projects together.  Mrs. Knox said that she will attend the next Project Splash meeting and let them know that the Committee is ready to move forward with the brick sign renovations. 

11. Community Street Garden Competition

Mrs. Greene asked if the Committee would like to have citizens vote for the garden they like.  The Committee agreed that would be the best way to judge the competition.
12. Report from Buildings and Grounds
Mr. Brown was not present to give a report.  

13.  New Business

Mr. Herring said that now that a plan has been drawn we need to look at the rail corridor again.  
Mrs. Greene said that any of the new trees along the railroad that are dead need to be replanted now.  

Mr. King said that most of the eyesores listed by the Committee are building related issues and many of them have been listed for over five years.  He said that he has been working with Mandy Edwards who has been working on the Blackwelder residences.  The owner has done everything that she can require at this time.  The law does not allow her to go any further unless there is a safety or welfare issue. 
Mr. King said that the Stewart home has now removed all of the debris from his yard and even though it doesn’t look great, there is no reason to take further action.  

He said there is no ordinance banning cars parked in front yards.  

He said that Mandy Edwards is working on a vacant building ordinance.  This will require repair of windows, screening of windows, exterior repair, and safety measures.  

Mr. King explained how ordinances are written and adopted.

Mrs. Greene said the next meeting would be November 17th.  

The Beautification Committee adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
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