
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

CITIZEN UPDATE -  AUGUST 2010 
 
This E-Newsletter is being sent by the City of Lockport to update you on current and 
future issues, projects, events, and successes involving the city. This is our sincere way 
of showing our residents and businesses that “We Care”. 
 

Watering Ban Lifted BUT Watering Restrictions Still Enforced 
 

 

The City of Lockport has lifted the watering ban as of 7-23-10. However, please be advised that 
watering restrictions apply and will be strictly enforced. Please follow the odd/even address system, 
along with the hours of 4:00 am – 9:00 am and 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm for your watering.   For example, if 
your address ends in an even number, you can only water on the even days of the month (2, 4, 6, etc). 
 
Of the 3 wells that were out of service, we have 2 of them back in service.  If water pressure drops 

because of watering abuse we will be forced to reinstate the ban.  We ask for your continued 
cooperation and apologize for any inconveniences.  If you have any questions, please call (815) 838-
0549 x 2104. 
 

Branch Pick-up Program 
 
The city’s Branch Pick-up Program begins in May every year.  During the month of May, city crews are 

out every weekday to pick up brush.  However, for the months of June, July, August and September, 
city crews will only be out the first week of the month (Monday-Friday).  This year, final branch pick-up 
will be during the week of October 4th. 
 
However, residents have other options to dispose of branches/brush.  One option is dropping off the 
branches at Homer Tree Service on Archer Avenue for no charge; and the other option is leaving the 
branches/brush out for Waste Management.  Waste Management will collect unlimited brush on your 
regular pick-up day, however all brush must be in bio-degradable kraft bags (no pre-paid sticker 
required).  Leaves must be packed in bio-degradable kraft bags as well. 
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Projects in Progress 
 

The Gougar / 147th Street Resurfacing will most likely begin in 1-2 weeks, depending on when  
approved contracts are received back from IDOT.  The anticipated completion date is September 17, 
2010, although it may not even take that long to complete.   The 163rd Street & Bruce Road ARRA 
Resurfacing Project should be complete within a couple of weeks; and the IL Route 7 Sidewalk Project 
will begin in a week or so and will last approximately 2 months.  The city’s 2010 Sidewalk Program is 
out to bid now and will be complete by September 10, 2010; and the 2010 Crack Sealing Project will 
begin soon, which should be completed within 2-3 weeks.  Finally, the 2010 Resurfacing Program will 
go out to bid soon and be completed by October 29, 2010.  
 
Sales Tax Increase to Support Capital Improvement Program -  Going to Referendum 
 
  
The Lockport City Council has determined that there will be a funded multi-year Capital Improvement 
Program to address the City’s infrastructure needs.  For more information, please read below. 
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FUNDING A CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) 
 
The Lockport City Council has determined that there 

will be a funded multi-year Capital Improvement 

Program to address the City’s infrastructure needs. 

 
A Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is a multi-year plan 

identifying capital projects to be funded during the 

planning period. The CIP identifies each proposed capital 

project to be undertaken, the year the assets will be 

acquired or the project started, the amount of funds 

expected to be expended in each year of the CIP and the 

way the expenditure will be funded. A CIP is not a static 

document. It is reviewed every year to reflect changing 

priorities, unexpected events and opportunities. A CIP 

includes the maintenance, repair and rehabilitation of 

existing infrastructure as well as the construction of new 

infrastructure. 

 

Benefits of a funded CIP: 

• Facilitates coordination between capital needs and 

the operating budgets. 

• Enhances the community's credit rating, control of 

its tax rate, and avoids sudden changes in its debt 

service requirements. 

• Identifies the most economical means of financing 

capital projects. 

• Increases opportunities for obtaining federal and 

state aid (grant funding). 

• Relates public facilities to other public and private 

development and redevelopment policies and plans. 

THE ECONOMY IS BAD.  WHY NOW? 
 
All roads eventually reach the end of their useful life. As 

the physical condition of the asset declines, deferring 

maintenance and/or replacement increases long-term 

costs and liabilities. The goal is to manage the City’s 

roads in order to minimize the total cost of owning and 

operating them while continuously delivering the standard 

that the community expects. 

  

Preventive maintenance is key to controlling long-term 

costs  

• The risk of taking action is less than the risks of 

letting deficits accumulate to daunting levels. 

• It costs less in the long run to have good roads than 

bad roads - if you keep up with preventive 

maintenance continuously. 

• Deferred maintenance drives up long term cost; it 

shortens the cycle for rehabilitation, which is four 

times as costly.  

• Deferred rehabilitation compounds the problem, 

often leading to pavement failure and the need to 

reconstruct the whole roadbed, at ten times the 

cost. 



 
CHOICE OF FUNDING 
 

The City Council has determined that the City will 

have a funded multi-year Capital Improvement 

Program. However, the voters will determine how 

best to fund this program. 
 

Option A Option B 
1 percentage point 

increase to Non-Home 

Rule Sales Tax 

No implementation of a 

Non-Home Rule Sales 

Tax 

Telecommunications Tax 

increased from 1% to 2% 

Telecommunications Tax 

increased from 1% to 6% 

No Electric Tax; currently 

0% 

Electric Tax 

implemented at 5% 

No Gas Tax; currently 0% Gas Tax implemented at 

5% 
 
For Option A to occur, the voters will need to approve a 1 

percentage point increase to the City’s Non-Home Rule 

Sales Tax at the November 2nd General Election. Then, 

the City would increase its Telecommunications Tax to 

2% (it is currently 1%).   

 

It should be noted that the Sales Tax increase, 
to be voted on at the November 2nd General 
Election, would not apply to titled property, 
such as vehicles, or to qualifying food, drugs 
and medical appliances.  

 

Option B would occur if the voters reject the Non-Home 

Rule Sales Tax increase at the November 2nd General 

Election.  Then, the Telecommunications Tax would  

increase from its current 1%, up to 6%. In addition, a 

brand new 5% equivalent Tax would be implemented on 

both the Electric and Gas utilities. 
 
 
RESTRICTING THE FUNDING 
 
All new revenue created through either the sales tax or 

utility tax option will be placed in a restricted fund which 

will only be used to fund “Local Capital Improvement 

Projects”. 

 

A “Local Capital Improvement Project" means an 

expenditure for any of the following purposes, or 

financing thereof: (A) Road construction, renovation, 

repair or resurfacing, (B) sidewalk, bike path and 

pavement improvements, (C) construction, renovation, 

enlargement or repair of dams, weirs, bridges, flood 

control projects and creek maintenance (D) the 

preparation and revision of capital improvement plans, 

designs, engineering, and project oversight (E) floodplain 

management and hazard mitigation activities, (F) right-of-

way acquisition, (G) roadway equipment purchase or 

rental, (H) bridge repair, maintenance and replacement.  

 

Local capital improvement projects may be completed by 

consultants, contractors and/or in-house engineering and 

public works employees. 
 
 



HOW DOES THE AVAILABLE FUNDING 

FOR PROJECTS IN LOCKPORT 

CURRENTLY COMPARE TO OTHER 

COMMUNITIES? 
 
Neighboring cities often fund their road projects 

through a combination of sales tax and utility tax 

revenues.  However, Lockport currently has the 

lowest amount of available funding from these 

sources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 SALES TAX REFERENDUM QUESTION  

(November 2nd General Election) 
 

At the November 2nd General Election the following 

proposition will be submitted to the voters of the City 

of Lockport:  
 

Shall the City of Lockport impose a tax under 
the Non-Home Rule Municipal Retailers’ 
Occupation Tax Act (65 ILCS 5/8-11-1.3) at 
the rate of 1% for expenditure on public 
infrastructure and imposing a tax under the 
Non-Home Rule Municipal Service Occupation 
Tax Act (65ILCS 5/8-11-1.4) at the rate of 1% 
for expenditure on public infrastructure ? 

 
Note:  The total increase will be 1%.  The Retailers’ Occupation 

Tax and Service Occupation Tax are not compounded. 

 
 
 

Utility & Sales Tax Revenue - Current 
 

 Population 
Utility 
Taxes 

Sales 
Tax Total Per Capita 

Romeoville3 36,709 4,254,358 7,004,909 11,259,266 307 
Plainfield3 37,334 2,200,000 6,846,515 9,046,515 242 
New Lenox1 24,055 896,005 4,115,849 5,011,854 208 
Frankfort 16,492 739,089 4,260,517 4,999,606 303 
Mokena2 18,669 143,143 3,957,436 4,100,578 220 
Shorewood 16,625 1,173,410 2,786,395 3,959,805 238 
Lemont 13,822 1,642,853 1,707,083 3,349,936 242 
Crest Hill 19,876 723,838 1,710,459 2,434,297 122 
Lockport 24,059 149,298 2,238,963 2,388,261 99 
      
1Implemented a home rule sales tax in October 2009 
2Has a non-home rule sales tax  
3Has a home rule sales tax  



 
WHERE HAS THE CITY ALREADY MADE 

CUTS? 
 
The City is not asking for more revenue to fund day-to-

day operations. The City has made significant cuts to 

balance the operating budget. 

–Privatized Building Department 

–Hard hiring freeze in place for all full-time 

positions in the General Fund 

–Eliminated 18 full-time equivalent employee 

positions since 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BE SURE TO VOTE AT THE NOVEMBER 

2ND GENERAL ELECTION 

Non-Home Rule Sales  

Tax Referendum   
November 2nd  

General Election  
Informational Brochure 
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Final Car Shows in August – Please come out and Enjoy the Last Monday Evenings of 
the Summer 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to come out to one car show this summer, do yourself a favor and be sure 
to attend our final shows of the summer.  This is a FREE event and is fun for all ages.  Aside from the 
neat classic cars, we have live bands for your entertainment, inflatable jumping jacks and clowns for the 
kids, free snow cones/popcorn, and food/beverage vendors.  Below is the final schedule: 
 
8/16 Ford Night with the “R-Gang” band  
8/23 Mopar Night with the Meteors band 
8/30 GTO/Mustang Night with the Neverly Brothers Band (sponsored by CITGO Refinery) 
 
Come over to Central Square, 222 E. 9th Street, from 6:30-8:30 pm to enjoy the show. 
 
Lockport Farmer’s Market on the Landing 
  
Although the car shows come to a close at the end of August, the Farmer’s Market on the Landing is 
still up every Monday until October 11th, 3:00 until 7:00 pm, at the South Public Landing Parking Lot, at 
10th & Commerce.  Numerous meat and produce vendors are there selling goods as well as other “food” 
related vendors (i.e., cheeses, jams, etc.).  This is another event you must be sure to attend this year.  It 
has been a great hit!   
 
(Please note, there will be no Farmer’s market on September 6th due to the Labor Day holiday.)   
 
Sutlers on State in Coming in September 
 
This 2nd Annual outdoor festival is in conjunction with the Civil War Days event.  Held in Lockport’s 
historic downtown, this event will showcase live music, outdoor entertainment, sidewalk sales, 
downtown tours, and special exhibits. You can also visit our museum campus, which consists of four 
museums all centrally located. All activities are within walking distance of the South Public Landing 
Parking Lot at 9th and the Canal. Red, white and blue bunting will mark participating businesses. 
Sponsored by Main Street Lockport, Inc. 815-834-0700.  Please see the next page for more detailed 
information.     
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Saturday September 11th 11-5 

Sunday September 12th 11-5 

Visit all four museums! All activities are within walking 

distance of Public Landing parking lot at 9th and Canal. 

This event will be held in  

Historic Downtown Lockport  
and will showcase: 

A SUTLERS TASTE OF LOCKPORT, SIDEWALK SALES, THE CANNALERS, SPECIAL 
EXHIBITS AND FEATURING THE MUSICAL TALENTS OF JENNIFER JOHNSON OF 
1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LOCKPORT, ALLEGRO MUSIC ACADEMY'S 
ROCKSCHOOL, ALLEGRO MUSIC ACADEMY'S DANCE PROGRAM, DAWN GIGANTI, 
MARY-BETH DAVIDSON, THE CHICAGO ZEPHYR, ANDREA VELTRI, ZELLA, HIGH 
STRUNG, LARRY AND RICK PATRICK, IT NEVER HAPPENED, ENDLESS HORIZON, 
RAQUEL CLAUSSIUS AND KARINA KEDAITIS  

In conjunction with  

Civil War Days! 

A sutler was a civilian merchant who sold provisions 

to an army in the field, in camp, or in quarters. 


