
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LAKE LURE TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2011, 7:00 P.M. AT THE LAKE LURE MUNICIPAL 
CENTER 

 
       
PRESENT: Mayor Bob Keith 
  Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey 
  Commissioner John W. Moore 
  Commissioner Bob Cameron 
  Commissioner Diane Barrett 
  
  Christopher Braund, Town Manager 
  J. Christopher Callahan, Town Attorney   
 
ABSENT: NA 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 
 Mayor Bob Keith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

INVOCATION 

 
 Attorney Chris Callahan gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
 Mayor Bob Keith led the pledge of allegiance.  
 

APPROVE THE AGENDA 

 
Commissioner John Moore made a motion to approve the agenda as amended moving 

public forum (agenda item 11) up to item 5 on the agenda, to be held immediately after approval 
of the agenda and adding a closed session after new business as item 16d. Commissioner Bob 
Cameron seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous. 

  

PUBLIC FORUM 

 
 Mayor Keith invited the audience to speak on any non-agenda items and/or consent 
agenda topics and the following requested to speak.  
 
 1.  Lynn Pitts informed town council that there was a fire this past Saturday night at 

the former Girl Scout camp property due to a tree that had fallen on a power line. 
Ms. Pitts thanked Fire Chief Ron Morgan and the 15 fire departments that worked 
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to extinguish the fire. Ms. Pitts also thanked town council for funding the fire 
department and police department to protect citizens. 

          
 2. Roy Moss, owner of Lake Lure Antiques located at 3143 Memorial Highway, 

explained that he is having problems working within the Town ordinances and 
DOT regulations to be able to erect a visible sign on his property for his business. 
Zoning Administrator Sheila Spicer provided town council with further detail 
regarding Mr. Moss’ sign issue and explained that other area business owners had 
faced similar concerns in the past. Commissioner John Moore suggested that the 
Zoning and Planning Board be asked to review this matter. Zoning Administrator 
Sheila Spicer stated that Town staff will continue to work with Mr. Moss in an 
attempt to come up with a solution.  

         
 3. Camp CARE Board of Directors Chairman Mike Miller asked to speak regarding 

appealing denial of commercial boat permits for Camp CARE.  Mr. Miller 
explained that Camp CARE is an organization for children with cancer or that 
have had cancer and their families. Mr. Miller read exerts from an old Charlotte 
Observer Newspaper describing his personal battle with cancer to explain why he 
was so passionate about the camp. Mr. Miller expressed his concerns about Camp 
CARE being denied boat permits over that past few years. 

 
 4. Tyrone Phillips, representing several pieces of property owned by his family in 

Lake Lure, stated that he applauds council for appealing the judge’s decision 
regarding the RVR cases. Mr. Phillips also expressed displeasure regarding an 
email sent out to some citizens by Carol McKay. 

  
 5. Dave Matthews, resident of Lake Lure, asked that council consider dropping the 

appeal as he thinks it is a waste money.  
  
 6. Joey Buchanan of Hummingbird Drive, representing himself and his family, 

stated that he feels, as a taxpayer, that tax dollars should not be spent on appealing 
the vacation rental ordinance. Mr. Buchanan explained that he has rented his 
property and has never experienced problems with renters. Mr. Buchanan stated 
that renters spend money at local businesses and therefore asked council not to 
fund the appeal. 

  
 7. Jayne Mann of 114 Hummingbird Cove Road stated that she would like to 

address concerns about funding for the appeal. Ms. Mann asked how council 
could even think about spending more money on this issue. 

 
 8. Dorene Tigchelaar of 324 Vista Apartments Drive, property manager of the Lake 

Vista Apartments, told council that she feels that the town should not spend out 
anymore money on an appeal and stated that she would like to see the town’s 
money spent in a more positive manner. 
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 9. Mary Potter of 136 Caddy Lane stated that she feels there is a possibility that the 

costs of appealing may be more than expected. Ms. Potter suggested that instead 
of using money for appeals, that the money be used to start the Lake Lure 
scholarship fund, or to pay firefighters and paramedics.  

  
10. Pamela Haymond of 111 Jack London Court asked council not to spend the 

money for the appeal, stating that it can be used in better ways.  
 
 11. William Haymond of 111 Jack London Court stated that the appeal process could 

cost millions of dollars. Mr. Haymond further stated that he moved to Lake Lure 
because of common sense in government and asked council not to fund the 
appeal.  

 
11. Dell Jones of 181 Allan Drive stated that she is not for continuing with the appeal. 

Ms. Jones declared that enough time and energy have been spent on the matter 
and that the Superior Court in Rutherfordton heard the issue and decided that 
there are unconstitutional parts of the ordinance. Ms. Jones provided council a 
petition signed by citizens asking them not to continue with the appeal. 

 
12. Roger Jolly of 102 Havaners Point stated that he does not agree with spending the 

amount of money required for the appeal. Mr. Jolly pointed out that he has rented 
his house and that he expects renters to do what any good neighbor would do and 
that regulations should be obeyed by both renters and homeowners. Mr. Jolly 
advised that telling people what they can do with their property is wrong and that 
he hopes council will not continue with the appeal. 

 
13. David Morgan of 189 Laurel Lane stated that eight years ago someone built a 

vacation rental house next to his home and that he has never had problems with 
anyone staying there. Mr. Morgan asked council to drop all appeals of the judge’s 
rulings and save our tax dollars. 

 
14. Deborah Morgan urged council not to appeal and suggested other uses for the 

money that would potentially be used for the appeal. 
 

15. Patricia Maringer of 1491 Memorial Highway stated that everybody has forgotten 
why we have the ordinance in place and pointed out that in the town’s 
comprehensive plan 61% of residents opposed rental housing. Ms. Maringer 
expressed concerns about divisions among people in town. Ms. Mariner suggested 
that the people who signed the petition help pay the legal fees that the town was 
ordered to pay due to lawsuits against the town. 

 
16. Lynn Pitts furnished copies of a letter that she had written. Ms. Pitts argued that 

they aren’t asking to prohibit renting; they are just saying follow the rules. Ms. 
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Pitts asked council to see the appeal through, and see if the three judge panel 
agrees with the ruling. 

 
17. Jocelle Allen of 201 Allen Drive read a letter from Tom Cox who served with Ms. 

Allan on the stakeholder committee. In his letter Mr. Cox stated that the process 
of adopting the RVR ordinance was an attempt to ban rentals and the stakeholders 
committee was weighted. Mr. Cox urged council to stop defending an “invalid 
ordinance”. Ms. Allen asked council to stop spending money on the appeal.  

 
18. Mayor Bob Keith read a letter from Kate Haskell, of 234 Ridge Road applauding 

town council‘s decision to appeal the judge’s decision regarding the vacation 
rental ordinance and encouraging them to continue with the appeal. 

 
19. Jim Proctor, former mayor of Lake Lure stated that the over 180 “mini hotels” in 

town need to be regulated and stated the Town of Lake Lure has never lost an 
appeal to appellate court. Mr. Proctor clarified that he isn’t talking about doing 
away with vacation rentals, but urged council to continue with the appeal. 

 
20. Mayor Bob Keith read a letter from Bill and Leslie Biggs of 115 West Lake Drive 

expressing concerns about rentals in residential areas and asked that rental homes 
in residential areas be regulated.  

 
21. Wiley Bourne of 266 Chapel Point question whether that town would be 

responsible for refunding money paid for vacation rental operating permits in 
addition to the attorney fees that the judge ordered the town to pay. Mr. Bourne 
asked council to explain the risks associated with not appealing. 

 
22. Carol McKay of 193 Gateway Dr. stated that she has honored the law by abiding 

by the residential vacation rental ordinance and will continue to do so if the 
ordinance stays in place. Ms. McKay pointed out that her compliance does not 
signify the she supports the ordinance and asked council to stop the appeal and 
settle with the plaintiffs. 

 
23. Blaine Cox of 324 Snug Harbor mentioned that the estimated $100,000 to appeal 

isn’t a lot of money compared to the four million dollars that have been spent on 
supporting the golf course over the last 40 years. Mr. Cox stated that one 
Rutherford County judge has made a ruling and he believes the town should 
continue the appeal and get a decision from a panel of judges. 

 
Mayor Bob Keith recessed the meeting at 8:40 p.m. and reconvened at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 Council members brought up the possibility of continuing three public hearings until the 
next regular town council meeting. Attorney Chris Callahan advised that since the public 
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hearings had been advertised, council could hold the public hearings but not consider adoption of 
the proposed ordinances until the next regular town council meeting.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE NO. 12-02-14 AMENDING SECTION 10.99 OF THE 
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN OF LAKE LURE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
PERTAINING TO ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES AND CONTINUING 
VIOLATIONS 

  
Mayor Bob Keith opened the public hearing regarding proposed Ordinance No. 12-02-14 

and invited citizens to speak during the public hearing; no one requested to speak. 
 
 Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner 
Mary Ann Silvey seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE NO. 12-02-14A CHAPTER 90 OF THE TOWN OF 
LAKE LURE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO ABANDONED 
STRUCTURES AND UNFIT DWELLINGS 

 
Mayor Bob Keith opened the public hearing regarding proposed Ordinance No. 12-02-

14A and invited citizens to speak during the public hearing; no one requested to speak. 
 
 Commissioner Diane Barrett made a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner 
Mary Ann Silvey seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE NO. 12-02-14B AMENDING THE TOWN OF LAKE 
LURE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAING TO WEEDS, GRASS, REFUSE, AND 
OTHER NUISANCE CONDITIONS, REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 83 OF 
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF LAKE LURE 

 
Mayor Bob Keith opened the public hearing regarding proposed Ordinance No. 12-02-

14B and invited citizens to speak during the public hearing; no one requested to speak. 

Commissioner Diane Barrett stated that five nuisances are listed in the current ordinance 
and fifteen are listed in the proposed ordinance.  Commissioner Barrett further stated that town 
staff informed her that the fifteen nuisances in the proposed ordinance are meant to clarify the 
original five, which were more subject to interpretation.  

Zoning Administrator Sheila Spicer further explained that each of the standards in the 
proposed ordinance correlate back to the existing five. 
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 After discussion, Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey made a motion to close the public 
hearing. Commissioner Bob Cameron seconded the motion and the vote of approval was 
unanimous.  

  
Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey made a motion to continue items 6, 8, and 10 on the 

agenda, to consider adoption of Ordinance No. 12-02-14, 12-02-14A, and 12-02-14B, until the 
next regular town council meeting to be held on March 13, 2012. Commissioner Diane Barrett 
seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING FINANCES  

 
 Town Manager Chris Braund reviewed a cost projection model outlining various cost 
scenarios associated with Rutherford County Superior Court’s ruling regarding the town’s 
residential vacation rental ordinance. 
 
 Mr. Braund explained, that if town council decided to drop the appeal now and accept the 
decision of the superior court, the cost to the town would be around $80,000. Mr. Braund 
explained that this estimate did not include potential refunds that may be requested by residents 
who have paid for Vacation Rental Operating Permits. 
  
 The second option Mr. Braund outlined addressed the possibility of the town continuing 
with the appeal. If the town continues with the appeal and the order to pay attorneys fee are 
discharged, the cost is projected to be around $122,000 less approximately $25,000 pledged on 
behalf on those if favor of the appeal to defray the cost in cost and attorneys fees, bring the actual 
estimates cost to around $97,000.  
 
 The third scenario Mr. Braund outlined was if the town continued with the appeal and the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals panel upheld the Rutherford County Superior Court’s decision. 
With this scenario, the estimated that cost would be around $145,000, including the fees the 
Rutherford County Superior Court has ordered the town to pay. 
 
 Mr. Braund also mentioned the option of arriving at a settlement, which would allow all 
parties to enter an agreement and stop additional attorney’s fees on both sides. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 Mayor Bob Keith presented the consent agenda and asked if any items should be 
removed before calling for action. 
 
 Commissioner Diane Barrett requested that the words “for transparency purposes” be 
added to Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey’s motion to change the closed session to an open 
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discussion session under approval of the agenda on page 3 of the minutes of the special meeting 
held on January 24, 2012. 
 
 Commissioner John Moore moved, seconded by Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey, to 
approve the consent agenda items as amended. Therefore, the consent agenda incorporating the 
following items was unanimously approved: 
 
a.  minutes of the January 10, 2012 Regular Meeting, the January 5-6, 2012 Special 

Meeting, and the amended minutes of the January 24, 2012 Special Meeting; 
  
b.  a budget amendment to transfer $16,000 Administration M&R – Buildings (#350) into 

the Capital Outlay department for ADM – Building Repairs (#580) as outlined in memo 
dated February 7, 2012 from finance director Sam Karr (Copy of memo is attached); 

 
c. appointed Bob Keith, Bob Cameron, Paula Jordan, and Shannon Baldwin to serve as 

members to the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan Core Committee by approving Mayor Bob Keith’s memo, to Pam 
Cook, P.E., NCDOT, dated  February 9, 2012 (Copy of memo is attached); 

  
d. a request as submitted by Mary Ann Ransom on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge 

Outreach to suspended the town’s peddling ordinance a Spring Festival being held on 
town property on May 26-38, 2012 and an Autumn Festival on town on October 20-21, 
2012 the event and grant permission to close Arcade Street for the festival weekends; and  

 
e. a request as submitted by Mary Ann Ransom on Behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge 

Outreach requesting use of the Community Hall for a Senior Program being held each 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning February 3, 2012.  

 
End of Consent Agenda. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

a. OTHER UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
There was no other unfinished business. 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. CONSIDER ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 12-02-14 ADOPTING & REVISING 
THE NC 9 GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR 
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN OF LAKE LURE 
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 Community Development Director Shannon Baldwin gave a brief overview of Resolution 
No. 12-02-14. 
 
 After discussion, Commissioner John Moore made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 12-
02-14 revising the NC 9 General Development Plan as the Master Plan for Property Owned by 
the Town of Lake Lure. Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey seconded the motion and the vote of 
approval was unanimous. 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  12-02-14  
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING & REVISING THE NC 9 GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN OF LAKE 
LURE  
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Lake Lure desires to efficiently utilize and derive maximize 
benefits from town property to serve the needs of those residing in the Lake Lure area and those 
to relocate here in the future; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies ED-1-1.1, 
ED-1-2.1, ED-1-3.1, and ED-2-2.1 as goals and policies for facilitating Economic Development; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies PR-1-1.1, 
PR-1-3.1, PR-2-1.1, PR-2-2.3, PR-2-2.5, PR-3-1.1, PR-3-1.2, PR-3-1.3, PR-3-1.4, and PR-3-3.1 
as goals and policies for improving Parks and Recreation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies SF Goal 1 
& 2 as goals for enhancing Community Services and Facilities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies CA-1-
2.1(1) as a goal for emphasizing good Community Appearance and Design; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies NE-2-1.2 
and NE-2-1.1 as goals and policies for protecting Natural Environment and Open Space; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies LU-1-1.1, 
LU-1-1.4, LU-1-1.5, LU-1-1.8, and LU-1-1.9 as goals and policies for improving Land Use and 
Growth Management; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Lake Lure owns property (identified by PIN 1641654) located in 
the vicinity of NC 9 and Island Creek Road area and recognizes the importance of developing 
this property in an orderly manner in accordance with a master plan; and   
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 WHEREAS, the Town Council commissioned WNC Professional Engineers & Surveyors 
to prepare a master plan to be made available to town staff, engineers, contractors, community 
service providers, and others for use in the design and construction of various projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  a preliminary design concept of the master plan was posted on the town’s 
website for public viewing after town council reviewed the draft plan at its April 14, 2009 
meeting; and  
 
WHEREAS, the master plan was reviewed and adopted by Town Council at its June 9, 2009 
public meeting; and  
 
WHEREAS, a revised master plan was reviewed by Town Council at its February 14, 2012 
public meeting; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the revised master plan will serve as a guide for coordinating efforts as said 
town property is efficiently and effectively developed over time to promote the general welfare; 
and 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the “General Development Plan, Town of 
Lake Lure” dated June 1, 2009 and revised February 14, 2012 attached hereto has been found to 
be consistent with the 2007-2027 Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan, considered to be a 
worthy guide for the development and use of the town property (PIN 1641654) indicated 
thereon, and is hereby adopted. 
 
This resolution shall be in effect upon its adoption. 
 
Adopted this 14th day of February, 2012 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

b. DISCUSSION REGARDING APPROVAL OF A BUDGET AMENDMENT 
PERTAINING TO THE MARINA PROJECT  

 
Town Manager Chris Braund gave an update on the marina project. Lake Operations 

Director Dean Givens and Parks and Recreation Board Chairman Ed Dittmer answered questions 
regarding the proposed project. 

 
Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to accept the change and move the tank as 

outlined in memo from Town Manager Chris Braund and Finance Director Sam Karr dated 
February 9, 2012. $121,041 of the contingency funds will be transferred to project line items. 
Commissioner John Moore seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous. (Copy 
of memo which is hereby made a part of these minutes is attached) 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

c. PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: MORSE PARK STORMWATER PROJECT 
BRIEFING AND CONSIDER AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH REVISED 
PHASE I 

 
Parks and Recreation Board Chairman Ed Dittmer gave an overview of Phase I of the 

Morse Park Stormwater Enhancement plan. Fred Grogan, representing Equinox Environmental, 
discussed the plan and it environmental effects.  

 
After discussion, Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to authorize the Parks & 

Recreation Board to proceed with revised Phase I of the Morse Park Stormwater Enhancement 
project with the understanding that the board continue look at other contractors. Commissioner 
Diane Barrett seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous, Council members 
commended Mr. Dittmer for his diligent work in the community and with the Parks and 
Recreation board. 
 

CLOSED SESSION – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE 

 
Commissioner John Moore made a motion to go into closed session in accordance with 

G.S. 143-318.11(a) (3) for attorney client privilege regarding the appeal of orders signed by 
Resident Superior Court Judge Laura Bridges on October 6, 2011 regarding: 

 A. Stephen G. Duncan vs. Town of Lake Lure;  
 B. Lou C. Self, et. al. vs. Town of Lake Lure; and  
 C. Deborah O. McArthur vs. Town of Lake Lure 

Commissioner Bob Cameron seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous. 
 
 While in closed session, Council members voted to seal the minutes of the closed session 
meeting in order to avoid frustrating the purpose of the closed session. 
 
 With no further items of discussion in closed session, Commissioner Diane Barrett made 
a motion to come out of the closed session meeting and re-enter the regular session of the town 
council meeting. Commissioner Bob Cameron seconded the motion and the vote of approval was 
unanimous. 
 

 CONSIDER SETTLEMENT AND POTENTIAL DATES TO HOLD A SPECIAL 
MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING  

 
Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to extend an offer of settlement in 

conformity to what was shown in closed session. Commissioner Diane Barrett seconded the 
motion. Commissioner Bob Cameron, Commissioner Diane Barrett, and Commissioner John 
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Moore voted in favour of the motion and Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey opposed. Therefore, 
the motion passed with a vote of three to one. 
 

Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to send the proposed vacation rental 
ordinance amendment to the Zoning and Planning Board for review at the next regular meeting 
being held on Tuesday, February 21, 2012. Commissioner Diane Barrett seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Bob Cameron, Commissioner Diane Barrett, and Commissioner John Moore 
voted in favour of the motion and Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey opposed. Therefore, the 
motion passed with a vote of three to one. 
 

Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to call for a public hearing on February 28, 
2012 at 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Diane Barrett seconded the motion and the vote of approval 
was unanimous. 
 

Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to call a special meeting of town council on 
February 28, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. to consider adoption of proposed amendments to the vacation 
rental ordinance. Commissioner Diane Barrett seconded the motion. Commissioner Bob 
Cameron, Commissioner Diane Barrett, and Commissioner John Moore voted in favour of the 
motion and Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey opposed. Therefore, the motion passed with a vote 
of three to one. 
 

ADJOURN THE MEETING 

  
 With no further items of discussion, Commissioner Bob Cameron made a motion to 
adjourn this meeting at 11:59 p.m. Commissioner John Moore seconded the motion and the vote 
of approval was unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ ________________________  
Andrea H. Calvert                                                                                   Mayor Bob Keith                    
Town Clerk     


