
WAYHE c POTTY 

Under the ITorthwest Ordinance of 17?7 
the land east of the M i s s i s s i p p i River and 
north of the Ohio River was to be divided 
into counties and townships. 

Wayne County was organised by Wintnrop 
Sargent, Secretary of the Northwest T e r r i t o r y 
on the l ^ t h of August, 1796. TJnder t h i s 
proclamation Wayne County included a part of 
northwestern Ohio, a strip.across the northern 
part of Indiana, a l l of the lower peninsula of 
Michigan, a large part of the upper peninsula 
of Michigan, and a l l that part of Wisconsin 
which drained into Lake Ilichigan* 

Between 1796 and 1826 Wayne County 
had undergone 10 najor boundary chances. 
By an Act of the Legislature on November 20 ̂  
•1826 the present l i m i t s of the County were 
established* 

Wayne County 1796 

Wayne County 1826 
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WAYEE COOTTY TJT 1827 

On A p r i l 12, 1827, the 
Townanlps of D e t r o i t , Hamtramck, 
Springwells, Ecorse, Monguagon, 
Bucklin, Browns town, Plymouth, 
and Huron were organized. 

D E T R O I T 

M o N S U f l G O N 
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October 29, 1829 
An act divided the Township of Bucklin 
into the townships of I-7ankin and Pekin-

The change i n names was caused by the 
feuding of t:*o l o c a l p o l i t i c a l factions> 
the dominant group choosing the Chinese 
names i n opposition to t h e i r opponents-

N A N K I N 

1827 Bucklin Township 

March 21, I833 

An act changed the name of Pekin Township 
to Redford Township-, 

Supposedly the name "Redford" was taken 
from a f o r d In the Rouge (red) River 
which either the ear l y s e t t l e r s or the 
Indians ("Red Hen") crossed. 



WAYm COamS TS 1833 

On March 3 1 , 1833 the 
Township of Greenfield was formed 
out of a part of the Township of 
Springwells« 

On A p r i l 1, 1833 the -
Township of Dearborn was formed 
out of a part of the Township of 
Bedford. 

On October 2 3 , I83I4. the 
Township narae "Dearborn" 
vras changed to "Bucklin," 

On I-larch 26, 1836 the 
Township na:ae " Duels l i n " 
was changed back to 
"Dear-born.11 
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( F O R D R D ) 

V///, DE ARB0KGVILLE In I833 

Dearbornville incorporated 
from IL -5 -163= to 5 -11-10IL6 

The MILITARY RESERVE 

i n DEARBORN TOWNSHIP 

(////. 

(/ 7///X DEARBORI\TVJLLE In i860 

("Unincorporated status) 

DETROIT AHSEML At Dearbornville (Construction of the 11 b u i l d i n g complex beftan In I833 



On February 2 0 , 181±9, a. portion of 
the eastern part of Springwells "was annexed 
to D e t r o i t . 

On A p r i l 2, 1850, a Jagged portion of 
the northwestern part of Springwells Township 
was added, to the township of Greenfield. 
(Between 1833 and lQ$0 considerable confusion, 
existed i n t h i s area over the exact l o c a t i o n 
of the boundary l i n e between the two townships.) 

On February 1 2 , l857> a portion of the 
eastern part of Springwells Township was 
a^ain annexed to the City of D e t r o i t . 

On March 2$, 1873, a portion of the 
southern part of G-reenfield Township was 
added to the township of Springwells. 
(See nap on the following page-.) 
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GREENFIELD 

1833' Boundaries are i n d i c a t e d 
by the -solid black l i n e s , 
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The MILITARY HESEKVK 

i n DEARBORN TOOTSHIP 

VILLAGE" OP DEARBORN i n 1876 

(Unincorporated Status) 

U .S. A R S E N A L 



The f o l l o w i n g two pages c o n t a i n DIAGRAMS OF ORIGINAL STJRVEY/S o f D e a r b o r n and S p r i n g w e l l s T w p s s 

The f i r s t p u b l i c s u r v e y i n M i c h i g a n began i n l 8 l £ and the s u r v e y o f the e n t i r e S t a t e o f 
M i c h i g a n was c o m p l e t e d i n 1857 

NOTES OK SURVEYS: 

I n 1875 the C o n t i n e n t a l Congress pas sed the G r a y s o n L a n d O r d i n a n c e . Under the 
Ordinance the e n t i r e Northwest T e r r i t o r y was to be d i v i d e d i n t o c o n g r e s s i o n a l 
townships s i x m i l e s s q u a r e . 

I n M i c h i g a n these squares o r townships were measured e a s t and west f r o m a P r i n c i p a l 
M e r i d i a n t h a t r u n s n o r t h and s o u t h t h rou gh the s t a t e at tilj. degrees and 22 minutes 
west l o n g i t u d e . These townships were a l s o numbered n o r t h and s o u t h of a Base L i n e 
tha t now forms the E i g h t M i l e Road which i s a l s o the n o r t h e r n boundary o f Wayne 
County (lj.2 degrees and 26 minutes n o r t h l a t i t u d e ) . The p o i n t o f i n t e r s e c t i o n i s 
northwest o f J a c k s o n . A l l townships are d e t e r m i n e d f r o m t h i s p o i n t B 

Dearborn T o w n s h i p , t h e r e f o r e , would be d e s c r i b e d as Township Number 2 South ( t h a t 
i s j the s econd "square ( s i x m i l e s long) s o u t h o f the Base L i n e ) , and Range dumber 10 
E a s t ( t h a t i s , the t e n t h square (6 m i l e s wide) e a s t o f the P r i n c i p a l M e r i d i a n * 
S p r i n g w e l l s was d e s c r i b e d as Township Number 2 S o u t h , Range K;rnber 11 3&st* 

Y'ach Towns l i p c o n s i s t e d o f 36 square m i l e s , d i v i d e d i n t o one square m i l e u n i t s * 
6)4.0 a c r e s e a c h . B a c h u n i t was a s s i g n e d a number f rom one to t h i r t y - s i x ^ - w i t h 
number one s t a r t i n g "in the n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r . 

"ioth D e a r b o r n and S p r i n g w e l l s Townships a l s o had many P r i v a t e C l a i m s (each numbered) 
a l ong the R i v e r Rouge, o f t e n d a t i n g back to the F r e n c h and E n g l i s h s e t t l e r s . Many 
o f these c l a i m s were c o n f i r m e d and r e c o r . n i z e d bv the A m e r i c a n government between 
1307 and 1-310. 

The f i r s t p u b l i c a u c t i o n s a l e o f l a n d s i n M i c h i g a n took p l a c e i n 1818. 



DEARBORN TOWNSHIP — DIAGRAM OP ORIGINAL SURVEY 





VILLAGE 
OF DEARBORN 

(SURROUNDED B y 
D E A R - B O R N T W R ) 

D E A R B O R N w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d 
a s a V I L L A G E o n 
M a r c h 2)4., 1893. 

( ( M i L i r f l f ? y R E S E R V E " 

B O U N M P / L I M E 



On May 3 , 187^, a p o r t i o n o f the 
n o r t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f S p r i n g w e l l s Township 
as annexed to the C i t y o f D e t r o i t . 

On June 2 0 , l 8 8 £ a p o r t i o n o f e a s t e r n 
S p r i n g w e l l s Township was annexed to the 
C i t y of* D e t r o i t . 

On A p r i l 2 , 1 9 0 6 , a p o r t i o n o f 
S p r i n g w e l l s Township was a g a i n annexed to 
the C i t y o f D e t r o i t ' . 

On November 2 7 , 1916, ano ther p o r t i o n 
•of S p r i n g w e l l s Township was annexed to 
the C i t y o f D e t r o i t . 

N o t e : Throughout the y e a r s v a r i o u s 
p o r t i o n s o f G r e e n f i e l d and Haijitramck 
Townships were a l s o annexed to the C i t y 
o f D e t r o i t , 

In December, 1919, the peop le i n the 
r e m a i n i n g Spr ingwe- l l s Township v o t e d to 
i n c o r p o r a t e as the V i l l a g e o f S p r l n f r w e l l s . 

F o u r y e a r s l a t e r i n December, 1923, the 
peop le v o t e d to i n c o r p o r a t e as the 
C i t y o f S 'prin .cwel ls , I n December, 1925 the 
peop le v o t e d to change the name o f t h e i r 
c i t y to : l ? o r d s o n ! i i n honor o f Jlenry and 
E'dsel F o r d -

l873 Boundar ie s ' are i n d i c a t e d 
b y the s o l i d b l a c k l i n e s * 

D e t r o i t expands to the e a s t , 
n o r t h and wes t . 

I 



On A p r i l 2 3 , 1925 . p o r t i o n s 
o r D e a r b o r n , G r e e n f i e l d , and B e d f o r d 
Townships were annexed to the C i t y 
o f D e t r o i t . 

In December , 192^> the C i t y 
naine " S p r i n g w e l l s " was changed to 
" F o r d s o n . " 

tfote; On J a n u a r y l £ , 1926, 
p o r t i o n s o f B e d f o r d Township and 
t h e r e m a i n d e r o f G r e e n f i e l d Township 
were annexed to the C i t y o f D e t r o i t * 

On F e b r u a r y l £ , 1 9 2 ? , the 
p e o p l e v o t e d to i n c o r p o r a t e the 
C i t v o f D e a r b o r n 

WAYI1E COUNTS IN 1 9 2 £ 
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1929 CONSOLIDATION OF DEARBORN \ 

proiJosed merger w o u l d c o n s o l i d a t e t h r e V , 
i n t o one " G r e a t e r C i t y : ' 1 1) the C i t y o r \ 

r n , 2} the C i t y o f F o r d s o n , and 3) t h a t 
s e c t i o n o f D e a r b o r n Township between the two c i t i e : 

In o r d e r f o r the amalgamat ion to t a k e e f f e c t , v o t e r 
from f o u r a r e a s ( D e a r b o r n 5 F o r d s o n , and D e a r b o r n 

Townsh ip: ^ast and West) had to ftive appr^ovpl by tx 
s i l e m a j o r i t y v o t e 0 



T o y DEARBORN TWP. i SPRINGWELLS TWF_._ 


