
ABSTRACT FACTS 
Fordson 

Area: 8.8 square miles. 
Population: 18,185 (1926 state enumeration, estimated at 33,000 at time of 

consolidation). 
City Motto: One for all and all for one (1926) 

Western Gateway to Detroit (1927) 
Incorporated: 1923 (as city of Springwells) 
Mean Elevation: 590 feet above sea level. 
Latitude and.Longitude: 42-18'-20" N, 83-10'-0" W 
Named for: Henry Ford and son Edsel (Ford-Son) 
Name Changed: Dec. 23,1925, name changed from Springwells to Fordson. 

Dearborn (original) 
Area: 13 square miles. 
Population: 9,000 (estimated for city at time of consolidation) 
Village Incorporated: March 24, 1893 
City Incorporated: Sept. 13, 1927 
Highest Elevation: 626.06 feet above sea level at Ford Road and Telegraph. 
Latitude and Longitude; 
Named for: Major Genera] Henry Dearborn. 

Dearborn (current) 
Area: 24.5 square miles. 
Population: 89,286 (1990 census). 
City Motto: Be Nice to People. 
City Nickname: Hometown of Henry Ford 
City Flower: Petunia. 
City Colors: Maize and Blue. 
Incorporated: January 1929 
Mean Elevation: 620 feet above sea level. 
Highest Elevation: 626.06 feet above sea level at Ford Road and ^Telegraph. 
Latitude and Longitude: 42-18'-20" N, 83-10'-O" W 
Named for: Major General Henry Dearborn. 

Dearborn Heights 
Area: 12,7 square miles. 
Population: 60,838 (1990 census). 
City Motto: City With a Future. 
City Flower: Impatiens. 
City Color: Dearborn Heights Blue (light blue) 
Incorporated: 1963 
Elevation: 675 feet above sea level (highest point, site unknown.) 



Latitude and Longitude: 42-19'-54" N, 83-16'-35" W 
Named for: Major General Henry Dearborn. 

Wayne County 
Area: 615 square miles. 
Population: 2,111,687 (1990 census) (ranked eighth in U.S.). 
County Seat: Detroit. 
County Motto: "We're building a world-class county." 
Named for: General "Mad" Anthony Wayne. 

Michigan 
Area: 58,527 square miles. 
Population: £,295,297 (1990 census) (eighth in U.S.). 
State Motto: S i Quaeris Peninsulam Amoenam Circumspice (If you seek a 

pleasant peninsula, look about you). 
State Flower: Apple blossom. 
State Bird: Robin. 
State Tree: White pine 
State Song: "Michigan, My Michigan." 
Capital: Lansing. 
Admitted to the Union: Jan. 26,1837. 
Name origin: Chippewa (Ojibwa) words "mici gama," meaning "great water," for 

lake of same name. 
Highest Point: Mount Arvon, Baraga County, 1,979 feet above sea level. 
Lowest Point: Lake Erie, Monroe County, 571 feet above sea level. 

United States 
Area: 3,618,770 square miles. 
Population: 248,709,873 (1990 census). 
Capital: Washington, D.C. 
Highest Point: Mt. McKinley, Alaska, 20,320 feet above sea level. 
Lowest Point: Death Valley, California, 282 feet below sea level. 

Consolidated Dearborn, 1929 
Area: 24.5 square miles. 
From Fordson: 8,8 square miles. A 

From Dearborn Township: Approx. 13 square miles. 
From Dearborn: 3.28 square miles. 
Population: 42,500 (estimated) 
From Fordson: 33,000 (estimated). 
From Dearborn Township: 600 (estimated). 
From Dearborn: 9,000 (estimated). 



POPULATION THROUGH THE YEARS 
Dearborn 

1990 89,286 
1980 90,660 
1970..... 104,199 
1960 122,007 
1950 94,994 
1940 63,584 
1930 50,538 
1926 ^....(estimate for village) 8,000 

(Village Population) 
1920 2,470 
1910 911 
1900 844 

Dearborn Heights 
1990 60,838 
1980 ". 67,706 
1970 80,069 
1963 71,551 

Dearborn Township 
I960 62,802 

(plus 3,136 in Inkster strip) 
1956 35,000 
1950... 20,000 
1940 : 77? 
1930 3,738 
1920 (not including village of Dearborn) ... 5,206 
1910 (not including village of Dearborn) ... 2,761 
1900 (not including village of Dearborn) ... 2,752 
1890 2,346 
1880 2,094 
1870 500+ (estimate) 

Springwells/Fordson 
July 1,1926 (state enumeration)...;...; 18,185 
1923 (state enumeration) 5,975 
1920 (federal census) 2,466 
1900 (federal census) 13,034 
1890 (federal census) 7,790 
1880 (federal census) 7,960 
1860 1,516 



P̂opuCotion through the years 

DEARBORN 
1990 89,286 
1980 90,6(50 
1970 104,199 
1960 122,007 
1950 94,994 
1940. 63,584 
1930 > 50,538 
1926 v 8,000 

(estimate for village) 
( V I L L A G E P O P U L A T I O N ) 

1920 2,470 
1910 911 
1900 . 844 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS 
1990 60,838 
1980 67,706 
1970 80,069 
1963. 71,551 

DEARBORN TOWNSHIP 
I960 62,802 

(plus 3,136 i n Inkster strip) 
1956. 35,000 
1950 20,000 
1930 3,738 
1920 (Not including village of Dearborn) 5,206 
1910 (Not including village of Dearborn) 2,761 
1900 (Not including village of Dearborn) 2,752 
1890 2,346 
1880 2,094 
1870 (estimate) 500+ 

SPRINGWELLS /FORDSON 

July 1,1926 (Fordson - state enumeration) 18,185 
1923 (Springwells - state enumeration) 5,975 
1920 (village of Springwells - federal census), 2,466 
1900 (township, federal census) 13,034 
1890 (township, federal census) 7,790 
1880 (township, federal census).. , 7,960 

STATE c r n z s /TOWNSHIPS 

(1990 census) 
1. Detroit \ 1,027,974 
2. Grand Rapids 189,126 
3. Warren 144,864 
4. Flint 140,761 
5. Lansing 127,321 
6. Sterling Heights 117,810 
7. A n n Arbor 109,578 
8. Livonia .* 100,850 
9. D E A R B O R N 89,286 
10. Clinton Township 85,866 
11. Wesdand '..84,724 
12. Kalamazoo 80,277 
13. Sonthfield 75,727 
14. Farmington Hil ls ' 74,614 
15. Troy 72,884 
16. Pontiac 71,136 
17. Taylor 70,811 
18. Saginaw 69,512 
19. St. Clair Shores 68,107 
20. Waterford Township 66,692 
21. Royal Oak -r 65,410 
22. Wyoming .' 63,891 
23. Rochester Hil ls 61,766 
24. D E A R B O R N H E I G H T S ..60,838 
25. Canton Township 57,047 

WHO WAS GEN. DEARBORN? 
Dearborn and Dearborn Heights are named after a 

Revolutionary War and War of 1812 hero: Major General 
Henry Dearborn (1751-1829), a patriot who played many 
important roles i n the early years of the United States. 

Dearborn was a physician who answered the call to the 
•service of his country as a minuteman, then as an officer 
•in George Washington's army during the American 
Revolution. 

Later, he served for eight years as the Secretary of War 
i n the cabinet of President Thomas Jefferson. During the 
War of 1812, he was the senior Major General i n charge 
of the army. Later, he served as the U.S. nainister to 
Portugal. 

Other places bearing his name are Dearborn Heights; 
Dearborn, Mo . ; and Dearborn County, Ind. Chicago's 
original name was Fort Dearborn. 

Interestingly, i n 1930, serious discussion went on i n the 
village of Inkster about renaming the community the 
village of West Dearborn. The idea never made i t to the 
voting stage. 

P A G E O N E 



City Dateline 
1603: French lay claim to undefined territory i n this region, 

naming it New France. 
July 24,1701: Antoine de l a Mothe Cadillac and his sol­

diers first land at what is now Detroit. 
1760: British take control of this area from France. British 

formally control the area until 1776, when the Declara­
tion of Independence is signed. 

1780: Pierre Dumais, first known white settler i n Dearborn, 
clears a farm i n the extreme southeastern part of the city 
near what is today Morningside Street. 

1783: "United States officially annexes former British terri­
tory around the Great Lakes and southward. 

1783: Pierre Drouillard sells land i n Springwells Township 
to Joseph Gaubielle, 

1786: Agreed first actual settling i n present-day Dearborn 
1787: Territory of the United States north and west of the 

Ohio River is officially proclaimed the Northwest Terri­
tory. 

Nov. 5,1790: Law passed i n Northwest Territory authoriz­
ing Court of Quarter Sessions to divide counties into 
townships. 

i795: James Gssne settles i n what is now west Dearborn. 
1796: Wayne County is formed (according to one source). 

Original area is 2,000,000 square miles, stretching from 
Cleveland to Chicago and northwest to Canada. The 
county was not officially established until 1812, when a 
proclamation was signed by the governor of the North­
west Territories. The boundaries were changed to their 
current 615 square miles i n 1827. 

June 11,1805: Fire destroys virtually all of Detroit. 
Jan. 5, 1818: Springwells Township established by Gov. 

Lewis Cass, but not officially laid out. Township i n ­
cludes the territory beginning at the southwestern 
boundary of Detroit, and continuing along the Detroit 
Fiver to the mouth of Ecorse Creek, including the 
northwest shore of the creek, as well as both shores of 
the Rouge. 

Oct. 23, 1824: Bucklin Township laid out by Gov. Lewis 
Cass i n a special proclamation. The area, 144 square 
miles, from Greenfield to just this side of 1-275 and 
from Van Born to Eight Mi le , was then essentially a 
French-Canadian settlement. Cass named township af­
ter William Bucklin, who earlier that year had been ap­
pointed justice of the peace by the governor. He was the 
owner of a large tract of land i n the Rouge basin and 
was a tavern keeper on the Chicago Turnpike (now 
Michigan Avenue). 

1826: Conrad Ten Eyck builds and opens Ten Eyck Tav­
ern. 

A p r i l 12, 1827: Springwells and Bucklin Township for­
mally organized and laid out by gubernatorial act. Also 
officially organized on this date were townships of 
Huron, Plymouth, Ecorse, Detroit andHamtramck. 

July 9,1827: The first election for which the figures are 
recorded i n BucMin Township. It was held to elect a 
territorial delegate to the Congress of the United States. 

Oct. 29,1829: Bucklin Township split along what is today 
Inkster Road into Nankin and Pekin townships. 

M a r c h 7,1833: Dearborn given its first post office, called 

Dearbornville. ThornbyN. Schoolar is first postmaster. 
M a r c h 21,1833: Pekin Township renamed Redford Town­

ship. 
M a r c h 31, 1833: Northern half and section west of Baby 

Creek of Springwells Township split off and named 
Greenfield Township. 

A p r i l 1, 1833: Redford Township split along Bonaparte 
Avenue (Joy Road) into Redford Township on the north 
and Dearborn Township on the south. 

1833: WestDearborn platted by Pau lD. Anderson. 
1833: "Workbegins on the Detroit arsenal. 
Oct. 23, 1834: Dearborn Township name changed to 

Bucklin Township. 
M a r c h 17, 1835: Nankin Township split along Bonaparte 

Avenue (Joy Road) into Nankin Township on the south 
and Livonia Township on the north. 

M a r c h 26,1836: Bucklin Township name changed back to 
Dearborn Township. 

1837: Michigan Central Railroad laid through Springwells 
Township. Unincorporated village of Springwells rises 
along railroad. 

Jan. 26,1837: Michigan admitted to the union as the 26th. 
state. Stevens Thomas Mason first governor. 

1839: Detroit Arsenal finally completed. 
1841: Boundaries of Dearborn Township again officially 

defined. 
Dec, 11, 1847: Ambrose EiopeUe.-plats and records unin­

corporated village of Springwelis:-
1849: Eastern strip of Springwells Township bounded by 

Brooklyn Street annexed by Detroit. 
A p r i l 2,1850: Another part of Springwells Township an­

nexed to Greenfield Township. 
TSeb, 16,1855: Post office granted for Springwells Town­

ship. Samuel Ludlow first postmaster. 
Feb. 12, 1857: Detroit annexes portion of Springwells 

Township east of Grand Boulevard. 
A p r i l 4,1857: Springwells post office closed. 
M a r c h 25, 1873: Part of Greenfield Township south of 

Tireman annexed to back Springwells. 
M a y 28,1875: Dearbornville post office renamed Dearborn 

post office by Postmaster General, hence name of area 
changed to Dearborn. 

1875: Another portion of Springwells Township annexed 
- by Detroit. 
1875: Detroit arsenal officially closed. 
1876: Wil l iam A . Nowlin writes 4<The Bark Covered 

House." 
!Feh. 4,1878: Post office restored to Springwells Township 

i n hamlet of West End. 
June 20, 1885: Detroit annexes section of Springwells 

Township east of Livernois. 
M a r c h 24,1893: Dearborn incorporates as village. 
Jan, 31,1906: West E n d post office closed. 
1906: Yet another portion of Springwells Township an­

nexed toDetroit to form the 18th Ward. 
1916: Another portion of Springwells Township annexed 

by Detroit, this time up to current east border of Dear­
born. * 

1917: Rouge "Eagle: Plant opened. 



July 14,1917: Springwells loses post office again. 
Summer 1918: Talk begins of incorporating Springwells 

Township as "village of Fordson. 
June 2,1919: Election held to annex 51.020-acre farm of 

T, Oven to village of Dearborn. Proposal defeated. 
O c t 1, 1919: Petition presented to incorporate area ap­

proximately from Grmdley Park to Homeplace and Col­
gate to M C R R and Michigan Avenue into village of 
West Dearborn. Plan never made it to vote. 

Dec. 9,1919: Springwells Township incorporates as village 
of Springwells. 

M a r c h 15, 1920: Charter of village of Springwells 
adopted. 

M a r c h 19,1920: Petition presented to village board to in­
corporate entire township of Dearborn into the city of 
Dearborn. Plan is to bring matter to vote i n November. 

June 2, 1920: Election held to incorporate portion of 
southern DearbomvTownship into village of Telegraph. 
Proposal defeated. 

1920: Plan discussed to expand the village of Dearborn so 
the new boundaries would be Warren Avenue on the 
north starting westward from Military (Telegraph), Jim 
Daly (Beech Daly) on the west, Carfylse on the south 
starting westward from Fort Boulevard (???) and the 
river on the east. Proposal never made it to ballot. 

1920: Henry Ford gave serious consideration on rurming 
for president o f the United States. 

1920: First subdivision i n Dearborn completed (Ford 
Homes District). 

O c t 16,1922: A portion of southeast Dearborn Township 
annexed to Springwells Township. 

Dec. 27, 1923: Voters approved incorporation of Spring­
wells into a city. 

A p r i l 7,1924: Springwells officially becomes a city. 
June 24, 1924: Election held for village of Dearborn to 

annex remaining part of Dearborn Township. Proposal 
failed. 

Sept. 9, 1924: Election held to incorporate portion of 
southern Dearborn Township into village of West De­
troit. Proposal failed. Petitions filed i n 1919, but litiga­
tion held up election until this time. 

1924: First public library building i n Dearborn opened. 
A p r i l 6, 1925: Sizable portion of Dearborn Township an­

nexed by Detroit 
M a y 26, 1925: Voters O K annexation of large portion of 

Dearborn Township to village of Dearborn. Area is 
bounded by Ford Road on north, Gulley and its exten­
sion on the west, Carlysle on the south and Townline 
Road and the center line of Rouge River. 

Dec. 23,1925: Springwells changes name to Fordson. 
1925-26: Petitions circulated to have village of Dearborn 

annex remaining section of Dearborn Township. Pro­
posal never made it to ballot. 

M a r c h 1926: Petition filed by village of Dearborn to annex 
territory north of Rouge River to Warren Avenue and 
east to city of Fordson with certain parcels left out. Area 
covered 5.55 square miles and included home of Henry 
Ford, his game preserve and his estate. Nothing became 
of this petition. 

Sept. 14,1926: Election approves incorporation of village 
of Inkster. Unincorporated part of Dearborn Township 
split into two separate areas. 

Summer 1926: The first formal proposal of consolidating 
Fordson and Dearborn is made. A. cormmttee is formed 

to study the proposal. 
Feb. 15,1927: Dearborn votes to become a city, 484-277. 

Work begins on city charter. Dearborn Township hall 
must be moved out of new city and into remaining part 
of township. 

June 1927: Dearborn celebrates its centennial. 
July 26, 1927: Primary held for elective offices for pro­

posed city of Dearborn. 
Sept 13,1927: Election approves City Charter, 2,302-240. 

Clyde Ford elected mayor over Edward F. Fisher, 1,529-
1,151. Wording of City Charter approved days later by 
governor, making Dearborn officially a city. 

A p r i l 1928: The Consolidated Cities Association is formed 
by citizens i n Dearborn, Fordson and part of Dearborn 
Township to promote the combining of the three areas 
into one community. Its president is Dearborn Mayor 
Clyde Ford. A 900-name petition i n favor of the con­
solidation is signed. The first signature on the list from 
Dearborn Township is Henry Ford. 

M a y 22, 1928: A n anti-consolidation meeting is held in 
Henry Ford School i n eastern Dearborn Township. 

June 9,1928: Henry Ford officially endorses consolidation, 
sending letter voicing his approval. 

June 12, 1928: Voters i n Dearborn, Fordson and part of 
Dearborn Township vote to consolidate into one city. 

June 22,1928: Fordson Mayor Floyd Yinger chosen char­
ter cornmission chairman. 

July 27,1928: A secret ballot among the charter commis­
sion members is held to determine the new name of 
"The Greater City." The vote ends i n a tie, three (four?) 
for 'Dearborn" and three (four?) for "Fordson." One 
ballot is left blank, but person then changes to mind and 
votes for <eDearborn" as name. -

Aug. 13, 1928: "Dearborn" is chosen as name for new 
municipality. The decision is made to have a mayor and 
a seven-member city council with three chosen from 
each side of Emerson (Southfield) Road and one at-
large, 

Nov. 1, 1928: The new city charter is completed by the 
charter commission. 

Dec. 12,1928: Clyde Ford, mayor of Dearborn, and Floyd 
Yinger, mayor of Fordson, win the primary for mayor of 
"new" Dearborn. 

Jan. 9,1929: Clyde Ford is elected mayor of "new" Dear­
born, 4,800-3,780. 

Jan. 14, 1929: City charter is delivered to Secretary of 
State and filed, officially creating the new city of 

- "Dearborn." 
Jan. 15,1929: Clyde Ford takes oath of office. City charter 

commission is dissolved. 
1929: Petition circulated i n village of Inkster to rename 

village West Dearborn. Nothing becomes of i t 
1929: Interurban stopped offering service to Dearborn. 
June 28, 1930: New Dearborn Township hall at 26807 

Michigan Ave., at Princess, dedicated. 
1932: Dearborn Colony, a settlement i n Otsego County, 

formed by six families from Dearborn, with aid from the 
city i n a back-to-fhe-land movement begun during the 
Depression. 

1936: JohnL. Carey becomes mayor. 
1937: Battle of famed Ford Overpass. 
1941: Ford Motor Co. finally unionized. 
1942: Orville Hubbard becomes mayor. 
1947: Henry Ford dies. 



1948: Camp Dearborn opened. 
1950: Former Commandant's Quarters officially turned 

into part of Dearborn Historical Museum. 
1950: First Pleasant Hours senior citizen group formed. 
1952: Oakwood Hospital dedicated. 
1956: McFadden-Ross House re-opened as part of Dearborn 

Historical Museum. 
A p r i l 22, 1958: Election held to annex south Dearborn 

Township to Dearborn. Proposal failed. 
A p r i l 6, 1959: Election held to annex north Dearborn 

Township to Dearborn. Proposal faded. 
M a r c h 4, 1960: Petition filed to incorporate Dearborn 

Township and strip of Inkster into city of Dearborn 
Heights. 

M a y 11, 1960: Xnkster files B i l l of Complaint against in ­
corporation of Dearborn Heights. Hearings begin May 
31. * 

June 20, 1960: Voters approve incorporation of Dearborn 
Township into city of Dearborn Heights. 

July 11, 1960: Judge Carl M . Weideman rules i n favor of 
Dearborn Township. Inkster restraining order dissolved. 
Jjokster appeals M y 14 to state Supreme Court. 

D e c 16, 1960: Township offices move into new ao^nini-
stration building. Dedication Jan. 27 and 28, 1961. 

A p r i l 26,1961: Supreme Court rules i n favor of Dearborn 
Township. Case sent back to Circuit Court because of 
unanswered questions. 

July 15,1961: Four Inkster residents file petition against 
incorporation. Hearing begins July 28. Restraining or­
der modified Aug. 2 to allow election on charter with 
results enjoined to order. 

Sept. 12, 1961: Dearborn Heights city charter approved, 
7,486-2,891. 

1962: Ford Rotunda burns. 
1962: New Henry Ford Cornmunity College campus dedi­

cated. 
1962: St. Joseph Retreat razed. 
1963: Dearborn Heights officially becomes a city at 8:05 

a.m. Apr i l 8, when city charter is filed with the Secre­
tary of State office i n Lansing. John L . Canfield be­
comes first mayor. 

July 15,1967: First Dearborn Heights post office opens. 
1967; Dearborn Towers i n Florida opens. 
M a r c h 2,1976: Fairlane Town Center opens. 
1975: John L . Canfield dies March 12. John Harris ap­

pointed new mayor of Dearborn Heights. 
1977; Frank Swapka elected mayor of Dearborn Heights. 
1978: JbhnB, O'Reilly becomes mayor of Dearborn. 
1980: Frank Swapka dies March 14. Donald Bishop ap­

pointed new mayor of Dearborn Heights. 
1984: Wesley Tennant appointed mayor of Dearborn 

Heights after Bishop is sentenced to prison. 
1986: Michael A . Guido becomes mayor of Dearborn. 
1986: Lyle Van Houten becomes mayor of Dearborn 

Heights. 
1993: Michael A . Guido first Dearborn mayor to run unop­

posed. 
1994: Ruth Canfield becomes mayor of Dearborn Heights. 



Dearborn Area Place Names 
ADDISONVTXXE: Informal name of cornmvmity in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s around Addison Switch, where streetcars used 
to switch direction on Michigan Avenue at Addison. Street. 
(Dearborn Historical Museum.) 

ADDISON SWITCH: Name used for the area at Michigan Ave­
nue and Addison and Western by the Dearborn, boarder in, 
1924. The area previously was informally called Addisonville. 
(Dearborn Historical Museum.) 

ATXEflf P A R K : City southeast of Dearborn. Named for Lewis 
Allen, a lumberman whose land holdings in the 1800s included 
276.5 acres in whatis todayAllenPark. Village was named for 
him in 1926, but it did not incorporate until 1927. Original 
village boundaries did not include the northest strip directly 
south of central Dearborn. City incorporated in 1957, at which 
time it annexed the northeast strip, (Allen Park City Directory 
via Michigan Place Names.) 

B E E C H : Village at what is today the Beech Daly crossing of the 
Detroit, Grand Rapids & Western Railroad north of Plymouth 
Road. Albert Fisher ran the general store, rjunning, Fisher & 
Rhode operated the sawmill. Village was originally called 
Fishers. Railroad station was called Fishers Station. Post office 
named Beech opened Dec. 4, 1871; Albert Fisher was first 
postmaster. Village was platted January 1872. Post office op­
erated until Sept. 17,1906. (Michigan Place Names) 

BELGRADE: Original name of the village of Dehay. Village was 
centered at West Jefferson and West End (continuation of 
Springwells) in what is now southwest Detroit. The area was 
then part of Ecorse Township. The area was first platted and 
recorded as Belgrade Sept. 10, 1836. Replatted and re­
recorded as Delray Oct. 14, 1851. Detroit annexed village in 
1906. 

B E L L E B R A N C H : (Also Bell Branch) Name of post office and 
community around Telegraph and Five Mile Road (Fenkell). 
Also called Redford Center, for its location in Redford Town­
ship. Named for Azarias Bell, first white settler who came in 
1818. Map in 1927 Michigan Manual shows community just 
outside Detroit city limit in Redford Township. 

BRAINARD: Informal name given to Ford Road-GuUey area 
because land was owned by Brainard family. Most common 
use of name was in Brainard School and Brainard School Dis­
trict (Dearborn District No. 4). District was renamed the 
Crestwood School District April 13,1964. 

BRIGHTMOOR: Name of village near Grand River and Ever­
green. Annexed with a major part of Redford Township by 
Detroit in 1926. Name still exists as name for the neighbor­
hood in that area, 

BRIGHTON: mfonnal conrnninity listed on 1882 map in Michi­
gan Manual on Pere Marquette Railroad, roughly near Schae­
fer. Map was too general for more exact location. Ccamnunity 
not listed in subsequent materials. 

BROWN'S CORNERS: Post office on southwest corner of what 
is today West Chicago at Chase in Detroit, opened in 1866, By 
1882, name had been changed to Y/ew, Named for. John Jere­
miah Brown, who built bis home there and then opened a gro­
cery store. Intersection also site of schoolhouse in 1893. 
(Dearborn Press & Guide archives, Wayne County Plat Atlas 
1893.) 

BTJCKTJN: Hamlet somewhere in Bucklin Township; its actual 
location is uncertain. Post office, named for Timothy Bucklin, 
who became its first postmaster, opened Jan. 8, 1833, Office 
renamed Centre Port Feb. 1, 1838, with Abel Perrin as post­
master. Office closedMarch 14, 1838. It was restored Feb. 17, 
1841, with Andrew L. Stevens as postmaster. Office perma­
nently closed Dec. 3, 1845. (Post office archives via Michigan 
Place Names.) 

B U C K U N TOWNSHIP: Gov. Lewis Cass laid out and named 
township in Oct 23, 1824, after William Bucklin, a local jus­
tice of the peace. There are two suggested reasons why the 

township was named after hirn. One is he was the first white 
settler in the township. The other is he offered to serve as clerk 
without pay in return for having the township bear his name. 
Bucklin Township Was divided along what is today Inkster 
Road into Nankin and Pekin townships Oct. 29, 1829. Dear-
bom is in what was then-Pekin Township. 

B U C K L I N TOWNSHIP: Dearborn Township was renamed 
Bucklin Township Oct. 23, 1834. Voters changed the name 
back to Dearborn Township March 26,1836. 

CENTRE PORT: New name of post office in hamlet of Bucklin 
(actual location uncertain) somewhere in Bucklm Township. 
Name was changed Feb. 1, 1838. Office closed March 14, 
1838, re-opened Feb. 17, 1841, and closed permanently Dec. 
3,1845. (Post office archives viaMichiganPlaceNames.) 

C H E R R Y HTLL: Name of school district covering north Inkster 
and southwestern section of North Dearborn Heights. This 
district was originally called Fractional School District No. 2 
of Nankin-Dearborn. Name Cherry Hitt comes from street 
which cut across district Street name comes from small village 
in. western Wayne County which street leads to. 

COONVHJLE: Name of the small settlement on the Rouge River 
near Outer Drive, Warren Avenue and Ann Arbor Trail. The 
main part of the settlement had a blacksmith shop and a gen­
eral store. The area was named for the Valentine Coon family. 
The area also included a schoolhouse, called the Coonville 
School. The district was officially Dearborn Township School 
District No. 2, but was commonly referred to as Coonville 
Schools. The district was later renamed the Fairlane School 
District. Dearborn Public Schools annexed it in March 1971. 

CRESTWOOD: Informal name of north Dearborn Heights area 
west of Telegraph and north of Cherry Hi l l , originally north­
west part of old Dearborn Township. Also name of school dis­
trict in northwest Dearborn Heights. 

DEARBORN: Name first used for phtf,of 48.5 acres near pro­
posed Detroit Arsenal, surveyed by Paul D. Anderson under di­
rective of I t Joshua Howard Filed January 1833, but not re­
corded until March 19, 1833. Because it was not signed nor 
acknowledged, it was again recorded Aug. 28,1833. (fromF.I 
Freling, former resident given in 1931). In 1833, Redford 
Township was split along Bonaparte Avenue (Joy Road) with 
the northern half remaining Redford Township. The southern 
half was renamed Dearborn Township after Major General 
Henry Dearborn. Lt. (later Col.) Joshua Howard, commander 
of the relocated Detroit Arsenal, reportedly suggested the name 
for the township and. probably the original plat The village of 
Dearbornville was incorporated April 5, 1838. It reverted to 
unincorporated status May 11, 1846. Post office of Dearborn­
ville opened March 7, 1833. (Post office archives via Michi­
gan Place Names.) Thornby^T. Schoolar was its first postmas­
ter. The office was renamed Dearborn May 28, 1875. The vil-

- lage of Dearborn was incorporated March 24, 1893. The vil-
r lage of Dearborn, then one square mile, held an election in 

1924 to annex the rest of Dearborn Township, but the ballot 
was defeated, hi 1925, a second - and this time successful -
annexation election was held with new boundaries of Rouge 
River on the east, Carlysle on the south, Gulley on the west 
and Foid Road on the north. Dearborn became a city Sept. 13, 
1927, upon approval of the voters of the new city charter. In 
1928, voters elected to merge with Fordson and part of Dear­
born Township. Cities merged January 1929. 

DEARBORN, M O . : Small town in Missouri. One of four places 
in the country named for Gen. Henry Dearborn. 

DEARBORN TOWNSHIP, B E A D L E CO., SD.: One of five 
places in the country named for Gen. Henry Dearborn. 

DEARBORN COLONY: Dearborn Colony in Otsego County 
was a settlement formed by a back-to-the-land movement be­
gun during the Depression (1932) by six families from Dear­
born with aid from the city. The plan was announced Sept. 9, 
1932. Program was so successul that in 1940s, government 


