Environmentally Friendly Lawn Care
Your lawn will do its best when it is watered less often and for longer periods of time.  Deep watering promotes deep root growth.  This in turn allows your lawn to endure dry periods and makes it more resistant to damaging insects and disease.  Deeper roots also allow for a more efficient use of nutrients in the soil. Experts recommend that you only water your lawn once or twice per week but for longer periods of time.  When watering, be certain that your sprinklers are set to only water your lawns and gardens and not the street or driveway to your home.  Installing a rain sensor device on your sprinkler system will help control overwatering.
While still maintaining a lawn height of under the 6 inches, required in the City’s Noxious Weeds, Grass and Vegetation Ordinance, Section 33-52, (a), you can maintain a fuller healthy lawn by increasing the cutting height of your lawn mower to approximately 3 inches. Keeping the grass height at 3 inches will cool the soil and reduce evaporation and, in-turn, reduce the need for watering. A taller lawn also shades out weed seeds from the sun so that they do not germinate.
When you cut your lawn, leave the clippings on the lawn.  As the clippings decompose, they release nitrogen slowly into your lawn naturally.  Most lawnmowers can be fitted with a mulching type blade that will cut the clippings into fine pieces to speed up the decomposition process.

Another rule to follow is to avoid the use of pesticides and herbicides whenever possible.  If your lawn has a few weeds, try to pull them by hand or other mechanical means.  If weeds are located in a part of your lawn and you feel herbicides are necessary, spot treat the area, rather then the entire lawn.  There are also many non-toxic products sold locally that can be used on insects and weeds without hurting the environment.

