
Rules regarding HUNTING in Ohio townships 
 
1533.14 Hunting license or wetlands habitat stamp not 
transferable - license to be carried and exhibited. 
Unless otherwise provided by division rule, no hunting license or wetlands habitat stamp is 
transferable and no hunter shall carry a hunting license or wetlands habitat stamp that was 
issued in the name of another person or that does not contain the signature of the agent issuing 
it. 

Every person, while hunting or trapping on the lands of another, shall carry the person’s hunting 
license on the person’s own self and exhibit it to any wildlife officer, constable, sheriff, deputy 
sheriff, or police officer, to the owner or person in lawful control of the land upon which the 
person is hunting or trapping, or to any other person. Failure to so carry or exhibit such a license 
constitutes an offense under this section. This chapter and Chapter 1531. of the Revised Code do 
not allow any person to hunt or trap on any land without the written consent of the owner 
thereof. 

Such a license entitles a nonresident to take from this state game birds or game quadrupeds 
killed and possessed by the nonresident as provided by law or division rule. 

Effective Date: 02-25-1998 

1533.17 Hunting without permission. 
(A) No person shall hunt or trap upon any lands, pond, lake, or private waters of another, except 
water claimed by riparian right of ownership in adjacent lands, or shoot, shoot at, catch, kill, 
injure, or pursue a wild bird, wild waterfowl, or wild animal thereon without obtaining written 
permission from the owner or the owner’s authorized agent. 

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the owner, lessee, renter, or occupant of any 
lands, pond, lake, or private waters upon which a person violates division (A) of this section is 
not liable in damages to any person in a civil action for injury, death, or loss to person or 
property that arises during or incidental to the violation. For the purposes of this division, a 
finding that a person violated division (A) of this section is not dependent upon the person being 
charged with or convicted of a violation of division (A) of this section. This division does not 
apply to civil claims based upon alleged willful or wanton misconduct or intentionally tortious 
conduct of the owner, lessee, renter, or occupant. This division does not create a new cause of 
action or a substantive legal right against the owner, lessee, renter, or occupant, and does not 
affect any immunities from civil liability or defenses established by another section of the Revised 
Code or available at common law, to which the owner, lessee, renter, or occupant may be 
entitled under circumstances not covered by this section. 

(C) A person who obtains the permission required under division (A) of this section shall carry it 
with the person at all times during which the person is engaged in an activity for which the 
permission is required and shall exhibit it upon request of a wildlife officer, constable, sheriff, 
deputy sheriff, police officer, other law enforcement officer, or the owner of the lands, pond, 
lake, or private waters on which the person is hunting or trapping or the owner’s authorized 
agent. 

Effective Date: 06-01-1998 



1533.171 Prohibiting injuring persons or property 
while hunting. 
(A) No person, in the act of hunting, pursuing, taking, or killing a wild animal, shall act in a 
negligent, careless, or reckless manner so as to injure persons or property. 

(B) The court before whom any person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of division 
(A) of this section shall report that fact, together with the violator’s name and address, to the 
chief of the division of wildlife not later than ten days after the date of conviction or plea. 

(C) Not later than seven days after receiving a notification under division (B) of this section, the 
chief shall revoke, for not less than one year nor more than five years, each hunting license, fur 
taker permit, deer permit, wild turkey permit, and wetlands habitat stamp issued to that person 
under this chapter. No fee paid for such a license, permit, or stamp shall be returned to the 
person. 

Upon revoking a license, permit, or stamp, or a combination thereof, under this division, the 
chief immediately shall send a notice of that action by certified mail to the last known address of 
the person. The notice shall state the action taken, order the person to surrender the revoked 
license, permit, or stamp, or combination thereof, and state that the department of natural 
resources will not afford a hearing as required under section 119.06 of the Revised Code. 

(D) If, after receiving a notice under division (C) of this section, the person decides to petition 
for a review of the revocation, the person shall file a petition for such a review not later than 
thirty days after receiving the notice in the municipal court or the county court, or, if the person 
is under eighteen years of age, the juvenile court, in whose jurisdiction the violation occurred. 
The review shall be limited to the question of the appropriateness of the period of revocation. 
The court shall send a copy of the petition to the chief by certified mail together with timely 
notice of the date, time, and place of a hearing on the petition. The filing of a petition for a 
review shall not stay the revocation during the pendency of the appeal. 

(E) No person whose license, permit, or stamp, or a combination thereof, has been revoked 
under this section shall attempt to purchase, purchase, apply for, or receive any hunting license, 
fur taker permit, deer permit, wild turkey permit, or wetlands habitat stamp issued under this 
chapter or engage in hunting during the time any such license, permit, or stamp, or a 
combination thereof, is revoked. 

Effective Date: 03-18-1999; 04-06-2007 

1533.16 Weapons for taking game birds and wild 
quadrupeds. 
Game birds and wild quadrupeds shall be taken only by hunting with a gun, with a gun and dog, 
with a bow and arrow, or with a bow and arrow and dog unless otherwise provided by the 
Revised Code or division rule. Fur-bearing animals may be taken by trapping according to the 
Revised Code or division rule. No gun larger than ten gauge shall be used in taking game birds or 
wild quadrupeds. 

Effective Date: 10-20-1994 



3773.06 Prohibition against hunting or shooting game 
near township park. 
No person shall hunt, shoot, or kill game within one-half mile of a township park. 

The board of township park commissioners may grant permission to kill game not desired within 
the limits prohibited by this section. 

Effective Date: 07-22-1974 

4519.40 Prohibited acts. 
(A) The applicable provisions of Chapters 4511. and 4549. of the Revised Code shall be applied 
to the operation of snowmobiles, off-highway motorcycles, and all-purpose vehicles, except that 
no snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle shall be operated as follows: 

(1) On any limited access highway or freeway or the right-of-way thereof, except for emergency 
travel only during such time and in such manner as the director of public safety shall designate; 

(2) On any private property, or in any nursery or planting area, without the permission of the 
owner or other person having the right to possession of the property; 

(3) On any land or waters controlled by the state, except at those locations where a sign has 
been posted permitting such operation; 

(4) On the tracks or right-of-way of any operating railroad; 

(5) While transporting any firearm, bow, or other implement for hunting, that is not unloaded 
and securely encased; 

(6) For the purpose of chasing, pursuing, capturing, or killing any animal or wildfowl; 

(7) During the time from sunset to sunrise, unless displaying lighted lights as required by section 
4519.20 of the Revised Code. 

(B) Whoever violates this section shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars, imprisoned not less than three nor more than thirty days, or both. 

Effective Date: 01-01-2004 

1533.03 Prevention of authorized hunting, trapping, or 
fishing prohibited. 
(A) No person shall purposely prevent or attempt to prevent any person from hunting, trapping, 
or fishing for a wild animal as authorized by this chapter by any of the following means: 

(1) Placing oneself in a location in which he knows or should know that his presence may affect 
the behavior of the wild animal being hunted, trapped, or fished for or otherwise affect the 
feasibility of the taking of the wild animal by the hunter, trapper, or fisherman; 

(2) Creating a visual, aural, olfactory, or physical stimulus intended to affect the behavior of the 
wild animal being hunted, trapped, or fished for; 

(3) Affecting the condition or location of personal property intended for use in the hunting, 
trapping, or fishing activity. 



(B) No person shall fail to obey the order of a peace officer or wildlife officer to desist from 
conduct that violates division (A) of this section. 

(C) This section applies only to acts committed on lands or waters upon which hunting, trapping, 
or fishing activity may lawfully occur. This section does not apply to acts of a peace officer, the 
owner of the lands or waters, or a tenant or other person acting under authority of the owner on 
the lands or waters. 

(D) Upon petition by a person who is or reasonably may be affected by conduct that violates or 
will violate division (A) of this section and a showing by that person that the conduct has 
occurred in a particular place and may reasonably be expected to occur in or near that place 
again, a court of common pleas may enjoin the conduct in accordance with Civil Rule . 

(E) As used in this section, “peace officer” has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the 
Revised Code, and “wildlife officer” has the same meaning as in section 1531.13 of the Revised 
Code. 

Effective Date: 10-20-1994 

1533.031 Prevention of hunting by creating noise 
prohibited. 
(A) No person shall purposely prevent or attempt to prevent any person from hunting a wild 
animal as authorized by this chapter by creating noise or loud sounds through the use of 
implements when the use of the implements is intended primarily to affect the behavior of the 
wild animal being hunted, when the hunting is taking place on lands or waters upon which the 
hunting activity may lawfully occur, and when the noise or loud sounds are created on lands or 
waters other than the lands or waters upon which the hunting activity may lawfully occur. 
“Implements” does not include items being used in the due course of farming, forestry, or 
commercial practices. 

(B) Upon petition by a person who is or reasonably may be affected by conduct that violates or 
will violate division (A) of this section and a showing by that person that the conduct has 
occurred in a particular place and may reasonably be expected to occur in or near that place 
again, a court of common pleas may enjoin the conduct in accordance with Civil Rule . 

Effective Date: 11-21-1997 

2923.162 Discharge of firearm on or near prohibited 
premises. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Without permission from the proper officials and subject to division (B)(1) of this section, 
discharge a firearm upon or over a cemetery or within one hundred yards of a cemetery; 

(2) Subject to division (B)(2) of this section, discharge a firearm on a lawn, park, pleasure 
ground, orchard, or other ground appurtenant to a schoolhouse, church, or inhabited dwelling, 
the property of another, or a charitable institution; 

(3) Discharge a firearm upon or over a public road or highway. 

(B)(1) Division (A)(1) of this section does not apply to a person who, while on the person’s own 
land, discharges a firearm. 



(2) Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to a person who owns any type of property 
described in that division and who, while on the person’s own enclosure, discharges a firearm. 

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of discharge of a firearm on or near prohibited 
premises. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. A violation of division (A)(3) of this section shall be punished as follows: 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(2), (3), or (4) of this section, a violation of 
division (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(3) or (4) of this section, if the violation created a 
substantial risk of physical harm to any person or caused serious physical harm to property, a 
violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a felony of the third degree. 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(4) of this section, if the violation caused physical 
harm to any person, a violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a felony of the second degree. 

(4) If the violation caused serious physical harm to any person, a violation of division (A)(3) of 
this section is a felony of the first degree. 

Effective Date: 03-23-2000; 06-01-2004 

 


