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Fire Department, Code Enforcement  

Partner to Tackle Weed Control 

September showers bring December overgrown dried weeds, which leads to the potential of a 

fire hazard. To address this problem, the Carlsbad Fire Department has teamed up with the City 

of Carlsbad Code Enforcement Department to make sure Carlsbad’s weeds are being cut short 

in compliance with city codes.   

“Considering all of the rain that we were fortunate enough to have this year, we also have 

overgrown weeds as a result,” observed Carlsbad Fire Chief Rick Lopez. “As the weather 

changes, these weeds will dry up and are a huge fire hazard.” 

City Planner Jeff Patterson said the City’s Code Enforcement office and the Fire Department’s 

marshals are now working together. The partnership means more efficiency through an 

increase in the number of patrols and communication.   

“The weed issue has moved into a higher priority than ever before,” Patterson stated.  

To help spread the word, the City is releasing an updated code enforcement pamphlet that will 

also address fire codes. (Available online at the bottom of 

http://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/perpubs.cfm) 

The fire department is involved because overgrown weeds aren’t just a beautification or code 

enforcement issue- they can present a serious safety risk. Chief Lopez noted that a small 

accidental fire could quickly become unmanageable, but the risk of such a fire can be reduced 

by maintaining your yard and vacant lots. 

Property owners are responsible for their half of the alley behind their home, Patterson added, 

as well as the area in front of their house up to the street.  

“And, if you own property that is unimproved or vacant, make sure those properties are cut,” 

he added.  

And, yes, the City of Carlsbad is also focused on making sure the weeds on city property are cut 

short too.  

http://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/perpubs.cfm


“We keep a list of our properties and we’re actively addressing these properties,” Patterson 

declared. 

Any overgrown weeds on city property can also be reported by calling the City of Carlsbad’s 3-

1-1 line, or (575) 234-7901 from a cell phone. 

 

 


