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The City of Bristol Tennessee 

2007 Fast Facts 
 
Incorporated                                   February 22, 1856 
 
Form of Government                   Council- Manager 
                           Adopted                   June 1973 
 
 
 
Number of registered voters          12,875 
Voters in last local election          11%        
      
 
           
Population (est. 2007)                 25,435 
Number of households               11,578 
Land area                                            32.12 square miles 
Density                                                 800 persons per square mile 
 
 
Climate 
                   Average daily temperature:  Low (January)    36 degrees 
                   Average daily temperature:   high (July)           75 degrees 
                   Average precipitation                                                42 inches 
                   Average snowfall                                                      10 inches 
 
 
 
 
 
Property tax rate        per $100 A.V.      Annual Tax on $100,000 Residence      One cent generates  
      City of Bristol            $2.42                $605                     $    53,495
       Sullivan County        $2.53                $632                  $288,687 
 
 
 
Total assessed Value   $  519,526,000   Percent of Actual Taxable     30.9% 
 
Actual taxable value    $1,678,705,000  
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Largest Property Tax payers     Taxable Assed Value         % of Total 

1. Bristol Motor Speedway Inc.        $41,794,939                     8.0% 
2. Beecham Lab                               18,963,072                     3.7% 
3. King Pharmaceuticals, Inc.             11,501,942                     2.2% 
4. United Telephone Southeast           11,475,567                     2.2% 
5. Godsey Leasing                              7,882,100                     1.5% 
6. Exide Corporation                           7,225,948                     1.4% 
7. Wellmont Health Systems                6,396,570                     1.2% 
8. Bristol Metals LP                             4,177,873                     0.8% 
9. Wal-Mart                                        4,083,520                     0.8% 

         10.  Comprehensive Care                       3,385,400                     0.7% 
                                                    Top 10 Total            22.5%
 

Total City Debt (June 30, 2007)             $38,971,468

 
        City General Obligation Bonds                  $     9,880,000
        City Revenue Bond Bonds                              $     5,211,468
        BTES Revenue Bonds                                        $  23,910,000       
 
 
G.O. Debt as Percent of Household Income:    1.7% 
General Obligation Debt per capita:                     $304 
Bond Rating:                                                                       A1 Moody’s 

 
 
City of Bristol 
       Budget (all funds)                  $ 77,720,595 
       General Fund                                                                                $ 26,207,598 
 
 
       Total Employment                      328 
                Police Department               88     
                Fire Department                     51 
                Public Works                        107 
                
 
 
 
Parks and Recreation 
                 Total Parks                                         24 
                 Total Acreage                             2,388 
                  Swimming Pools                                   1 
                  Tennis Courts                                       7 
                  Community Center                              1 

 
                                           Steele Creek Park 
                                                              Total acreage                              2,224 
                                                              Nature Center                                       1 
                                                              Golf Course                                           1 
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Miles of Streets                                                450 
 
Water 
    Customers                                                   13,103 
    Plant Capacity                                           10.0MGD (million gallons per day 
    Daily Average Treatment                         5.2 MGD 
 
Sewer 
    Customers                                                         10,734 
    Wastewater Plant Capacity                   15.0 MGD 
     Daily Average Treatment                           9.5 MGD 
 
 

City Schools 
                Budget (all Funds)              $37,470,066 
                           General Purpose                                                     $31,106,075
                           Federal Projects                                                         4,559,291  
                       Nutrition                                                                          1,804,700
  
 
 
                    Enrollment                                          3,803 
                    Number of Elementary Schools        6 
                    Number of Middle Schools                     1 
                    Number of High Schools                          1 
                    Number of Teachers                              263 
 
Per Pupil Expenditures per ADA                       $8,476 
Composite ACT                                                                    21.3 

 
 
Employment 
     Total                                                             11,290 
      Mean Travel Time to Work                 19.2 minutes 
 
 
 
 Largest Employers                              employees         % of total 

1. Wellmont Health System           1,500                      13.3%        
2. Exide Corporation                             875                         7.8%                
3. Embarq                                                     700                         6.2% 
4. King Pharmaceuticals                      506                         4.5% 
5.   Touchstone Wireless                     500                          4.4% 
6.   BTCS                                                        422                          3.7% 
7.   City of Bristol                                    320                          2.8% 
8. Robinette Company                           250                          2.2% 
9.   Bristol Metals LP                            250                           2.2% 
10. GlaxoSmithKline Laboratories 247                          2.2% 
                                                                       Top  10 Total         49.3% 
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Median Age                     39 years 9 months 
        Male                    47.5% 
       Female                    52.5 % 
 
   Under 5 years                      5.5% 
   18 years and over           78.9% 
   Over 65 years                    17.9% 
 
 

Race 
    White                                                                                95.1% 
    Black                                                                                  3.0% 
   American Indian and Alaska Native                       0.3% 
   Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander   0.0% 
   Some other race                                                            0.2% 
   Two or More races                                                      0.7% 
   Hispanic or Latino (of any race)                            0.7% 
 

 
 
 
Average Household Size            2.26 persons 
Average Family Size                      2.84 persons 
 
Total Housing Units                     11,578 
        Owner-Occupied           68.2% 
          Renter-Occupied          31.8% 
 
 
 
 
 
Educational Attainment 
          Population 25 years and over 
                 High school graduate or higher       76.1% 
                     Bachelor’s degree or higher              17.4% 
 
 
 
 

Economic 
               Median household income                $30,039 
               Median family income                              37,341 
               Per Capita Income                                    18,535 
            
               Families below poverty level             791        11.5% 
               Individuals below poverty level    3,639       15.0% 
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