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MUNICIPALITY OF BETHEL PARK
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING MEETING MINUTES

LINWOOD STREET VACATION

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Timothy J. Moury (President)
Dr. Timothy Campbell

Todd Cenci

Joseph Consolmagno

David Espinar

Lindsay Flinn

Joe Janosik

John Oakes

Mark J. O'Brien

Municipal Manager: Laurence Christian
Mayor: Jack T. Allen

Municipal Engineer: Stacey Graf
Municipal Planner: Kirsten Primm

DATE: Monday, February 28, 2022
TIME: 7:46 p.m.

PLACE: Municipality of Bethel Park

5100 West Library Avenue
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania 15102

Reported by: Lisa M. Wolfe
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SPEAKERS:
KIRSTEN PRIMM, MUNICIPAL PLANNER

MIKE KLIPSIC

EXHIBITS:

(EXHIBITS ATTACHED NOT MARKED.)
EXHIBIT A PART A - VACATION/DEDICATION
APPLICATION

10/10/21 SURVEY

12/09/21 RECOMMENDATION
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

(Commencing at approximately 7:46 p.m.)

PRESIDENT MOURY: I'd 1like to

call to order the public hearing of the Linwood

Drive Street Vacation.

Mr.

the roll?

MR.

DR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MR.

MR.

Christian, would you please call

CHRISTIAN: Dr. Campbell?
CAMPBELL: Here.
CHRISTIAN: Mr. Cenci?
CENCI: Here.

CHRISTIAN: Mr. Consolmagno?
CONSOLMAGNO: Here.
CHRISTIAN: Mr. Espinar?
ESPINAR: Here.
CHRISTIAN: Ms. Flinn?
FLINN: Here.

CHRISTIAN: Mr. Janosik?
JANOSIK: Here.

CHRISTIAN: Mr. Moury?

PRESIDENT MOURY: Here.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

CHRISTIAN: Mr. Oakes?

OAKES : Here.

CHRISTIAN: Mr. O'Brien?

O'BRIEN: Present.
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PRESIDENT MOURY: We have two
public hearings tonight. First is the Linwood
Drive Street Vacation. The way the process will
work is it's Application #2021-0970. Michael and
Doreen Klipsic at 3281 Thornwood Drive requests a
street vacation of Linwood Drive, an unopened road
from the Thornwood No. 2 Plan of Lots. The
unopened road is located between property Lot &
Block #'s 568-H-26 and 568-H-19. Currently zoned
R-3, Ward 7.

The way the process will work 1is
I'll turn it over to our planner to give an
overview on what we're here to talk about.
Then we will open it up to the public, which
would be the opponents, people that will be
against the street vacation, and then the
proponents, the people that would be in favor.

And I want to apologize to Applicant
that we had some issues with notification. We
were hoping to do this in January. But
unfortunately, we didn't get the notification
out properly to meet all of the requirements,
so we had to postpone. So we appreciate your
patience.

So KP?
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MS. PRIMM: Before Council is
the Street Vacation Application. The
Applicants, Michael and Doreen Klipsic, are
petitioning for the vacation of a portion of
Linwood Drive. A 50-foot wide right of way.
The area proposed to be vacated is 50 feet wide
and approximately 153 feet in length measuring
from the point with Thornwood Drive.

There are two parcels of property
that abut this portion of Linwood Drive. These
two parcels are owned by Michael and Doreen
Klipsic and Elliott and Kaitlyn Smith.

The property to the south of Linwood
Drive has frontage on Thornwood Drive. And
properties to the north of Linwood Drive have
frontage on Linwood Drive and Elderwood Drive.
The unapproved street right-of-way is subject
to the proposed Vacation Petition.

As per the requirements of Bethel
Park Municipal Code Chapter 59 Streets,
Sidewalks and Public Places. Article XI,
Section 59.77, Petition for Vacating Street.

The purpose of this public hearing
is to accept public testimony regarding the

application. Council is required to hold a
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public hearing on such petition. The
application status, the Planning Commission
recommended approval at their December 8th,
2021 meeting. The Applicant was informed of
the Planning and Zoning Commission
recommendations for approval with conditions in
a letter dated December 9th, 2021.

Today is a public hearing. It has
been properly advertised and proof of
publication has been entered into the record.
In addition, the adjacent properties and
Applicants have been properly notified
regarding the public hearing, and properly have
been posted.

Attached is the Bethel Park exhibit
list for the proposed Linwood Street Vacation.
And that includes the Application for Street
Vacation 2021-0970. Exhibit A, Part A, the
survey from JR Gales & Associates dated
October 10th, 2021, the letter to Michael and
Doreen Klipsic regarding the Planning & Zoning
Commission recommendations dated December 9th,
2021, the letter from the Allegheny County
Economic Development & Planning Division

regarding County review of the Application and
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the Plan of Street Vacation. We also received
a lot of comments from residents, all of which
are in favor of the street vacation.

First, Mary Anne Anderson of
3278 Thornwood Drive in favor of the proposal.
My home is directly across the street from the
Linwood Drive vacation proposal. Releasing
this parcel of land to Mike Klipsic will ensure
that this property will continue to be taken
care of and maintained. The Klipsic's have
always taken care of this property as if it was
their own anyway. They have maintained it for
over 60 years.

This is from the Applicants, Michael
and Doreen Klipsic. Obviously in favor. We've
been maintaining the property for over 55 years.
We would be more comfortable having possession of
the property to continue maintaining it to secure
its current appearance.

Joseph and Patricia Mullen of
3277 Thornwood Drive in favor of this proposal.

Bruce and Diana Mancini of
3286 Thornwood Drive in favor of this proposal.
We do not want Linwood Road open to Thornwood.

George and Mary Jo White of




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3270 Thornwood Drive in favor of this proposal.
We are in favor of Mike and Doreen Klipsic
obtaining the property. They have taken good
care of it for many years.

Max Stalter of 435 Linwood Drive,
and also the owner of 3265 Thornwood Drive in
favor of the proposal.

Dave O'Rourke of 3235 Thornwood
Drive in favor of this proposal.

Denise Kennell of 3243 Thornwood
Drive in favor of this proposal.

JoAnn Sayre of 3252 Thornwood Drive
in favor of this proposal.

Sean and Ashley Walsh of 3255 Thornwood
Drive in favor of this proposal.

Pending any comments or objections from
the public hearing the council may consider action
on requests.

PRESIDENT MOURY: Thank you
very much. At this time I would like to open
for any public comments for people that would
be opposed, opponents, to this street wvacation.

Hearing none, the proponents,
anybody that's in favor of it, if you would

like to come up to the microphone and state
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your name and address for the record.
MR. KLIPSIC: Mike Klipsic.

3281 Thornwood Drive, Bethel Park. Whenever we
were going through this I realized, for the most
part, that whenever you have an area like this
it normally is divided between the two adjoining
neighbors. Jeff Winkle had me go to my
neighbors because they had no interest in it
whatsoever. So we had a notarized letter that
they were foregoing their side of the property,
and allowing me to have the whole thing over to
their property. I just wanted to, you know,
make sure that was fair, that we wasn't going to
be getting half of it, that we would be getting
the whole thing.

Because they said you've been taking
care of it all this time. They said, we have
no interest in it. You keep taking care of it,

and we'll enjoy it.

PRESIDENT MOURY: Is that Smith's?

MR. KLIPSIC: To be honest with
you, Mr. Moury, I forgot their last name. It's
Elliott.

PRESIDENT MOURY: Elliott Smith.

That is Exhibit A. And that does show that they




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10
are giving up all of their rights. And if it is

done, it will all be reverted to you.

MR. KLIPSIC: Okay. I just
wanted to make sure, and that later on it
wasn't disputed.

Thank you.

PRESIDENT MOURY: Thank you.

Are there any more proponents in favor?

Hearing none, is there any discussion
from Council?

Hearing none, before I call this
meeting over, or ask for an adjournment, this
will appear on our March 14th Council meeting
for our vote. So everything should be fine.

Is there any other guestions?

Hearing none, is there a motion to
adjourn?

MR. O'BRIEN: So moved.
PRESIDENT MOURY: Motion by
Mr. O'Brien.
MR. OAKES: Second.
PRESIDENT MOURY: Second by
Mr. Oakes.
All in favor say aye.

BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.
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PRESIDENT MOURY: Opposed?

Meeting adjourned. Thank you.

(Whereupon,

was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.)

the Public Hearing

11
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REPORTER’ S CERTIFICATE

I, Lisa M. Wolfe, certify that the
foregoing pages are a true and correct
transcript of my stenographic notes taken at

the proceedings on February 28, 2022,

oAU

Lisa M. Wolfe, Reportér

nwealth of Pennsylvania - thary Seal
Lisa M Wolfe, Notary Public
Westmoreland County
My commission expires April 28, 2024
Commission number 1201950

Commo
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