MUNICIPALITY OF BETHEL PARK
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANTIA

IN RE: REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL MEMBERS

John Oakes (President)

Joseph A. Consolmagno (Vice President)
Todd S. Cenci

David C. Espinar

Lindsay Flinn

Joseph Janosik

Kim Kamenicky

Viola Garis

Jim Jenkins

Municipal Manager: Kristen Denne

Mayor: Jack T. Allen

Solicitor: Robert L. McTiernan, Esqgquire
Police Chief: Dave Arnold

DATE: Monday, May 13, 2024

TIME : 7:30 p.m.

PLACE: Municipality of Bethel Park

5100 West Library Avenue
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania 15102
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(Commencing at approximately 7:30 p.m.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: Good evening. I'd
like to call to order the May 13th, 20214
Regular Public Council Meeting for Bethel
Park.

Before we start and before we take
roll call, I'd like to let everyone know the
Pledge of Allegiance will be started today by
the Girl Scout Troop 28005.

And our very own Ms. Flinn had a
chance to talk with them about local
government. And we'd like to reward them for

getting their Democracy Badge.

So, roll call, please.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Consolmagno?
MR. CONSOLMAGNO: Here.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Here.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?
PRESIDENT OAKES: Here.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Cenci?

MR. CENCTI: (No response.)
MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
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MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

PRESIDENT OAKES:

present.

Could we now please

Pledge

JANOSIK:

DENNE :

JENKINS:

DENNE :

ESPINAR:

DENNE :

GARIS:

DENNE :

FLINN:

of Allegiance.

Do you guys

microphone?

(Whereupon,

was

28005.)

PRESIDENT OAKES:

much.

Okavy.

our

And I have

actually get the meeting

recited,

Now we

a

Here.
Mr. Jenkins?
Here.
Mr. Espinar?
Here.
Ms. Garis?
Here.
Ms. Flinn?
Here.
Eight members

stand for the

want to come up to the

the Pledge of Allegiance

and lead by Girl Scout Troop

Thank you very

're going to move to

Chair Announcements.

few -- before we

started, first,
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Mr. Cenci, our Chair of Health, Safety and
Welfare, wanted me to bring up two items.

Prayers and thoughts, and our hearts
go out to the Bethel Park Police Department
and retired officer, Ronald Evans.

Second, we'd like to also recognize
the Police Department for National Police
Enforcement Week and National Law Enforcement
Week. And we're very proud of our Police
Department.

And last, we give kudos to our
Bethel Park Volunteer Fire Department with
assisting Finleyville with the tornado over
the weekend. And our hearts and thoughts and
prayers go out to those victims from the
tornado.

I'd 1like to move next to appoint
FEconomic Development Steering Committee
member, Frank Corrado.

MR. JANOSIK: Second.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Okavy. I have a
motion from myself and a second from
Mr. Jenkins -- or, Mr. Janosik that we move
the following candidate for the wvacancy on

the Economic Development Steering Committee,
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Frank Corrado.

Roll

MS.

MR.

MS.

MS.

MS.

PRESIDENT OAKES:

call,

DENNE :

CONSOLMAGNO:

DENNE :

ple

Mr.

Ms .

KAMENICKY:

DENNE :

Mr.

ase.

Consolmagno?
Yes.

Kamenicky?

Yes.

Oakes?

Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?

MR. JANOSIK: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Jenkins?

MS. JENKINS: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Espinacr?

MR. ESPINAR: Yes

MS. DENNE: Ms Garis?

MS. GARIS: Yes

MS. DENNE: Ms Flinn?

MS. FLINN: Yes

PRESIDENT OAKES: Motion passes 8 to
0.

Now I'd like to turn to the Reports
of Officials; and the Library Director.

MS. McINTOSH: Good evening. My
name 1s Christine, and I'm the Director of
your Public Library, where we provide
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opportunities to explore, learn, create, and
connect.

If you've been in the Library in the
last few days, you'll see we have all new
computers. So, I wanted to take a moment to
thank the Allegheny Regional Asset District
Board. RAD provided a 3.1 million dollar
grant for the purchase of 2,400 new PCs for
all libraries in Allegheny County.

So, thank you to the RAD Board.

That's your extra 1 cent sales tax
in Allegheny County. Part of that comes to
libraries.

Next big fundraiser coming up, we
have Party in the Park on Saturday, May 25th,
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the South Park
Theatre grounds. Tickets are $40 for adults,
kids 12 and under are free.

We have a lot of activities going on
that day. We'll have vintage cars on the
grounds, 1including a vintage racing car. We
have a preview performance of the Children's
Theatre 2024 Season on the outdoor stage.

We have a Miss Cass Cabaret inside

at 6:00 p.m. We have, of course, raffle
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baskets, 50/50.

The Penn State Master Gardeners will
be there demonstrating some gardening tips,
and also are available for you to ask
gquestions.

And this year, we also have four
local artists that will be displaying their
fine art. It's also for sale.

And new this year, we have what we're
calling Spring Bulb Drop. It's a chance for
you to win $1,000 cash. It's $10 per chance.
When you purchase a chance, you purchase a
number between 1 and 1,000.

So, at 7:00 p.m. that evening, Bethel
Park Volunteer Fire Department will have their
l1ift truck there, their ladder truck, and
they'll drop all of the bulbs, which are
actually foam golf balls. But they'1l1l be
dropping all of the numbered bulbs into the
garden. And the number that lands closest to
the garden stake will win the $1,000.

So, if you can't attend, you can buy
one of these bulbs. It's a great way to
support the organizations, which are the South

Park Theatre, the Bethel Park Community
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Foundation, the Education Foundation, the
Historical Society, and the Library.

So, we hope to see you there.

And just an announcement. The
Library will be closed on Sunday, May 26th
and Monday, May 27th for the Memorial Day
holiday. And then the Library will be closed
on Sundays from Memorial Day weekend through
Labor Day weekend. But we're still open 54
hours a week, so come on in and see us.

And that's all I have.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you very
much.

MS. McINTOSH: Thank vyou.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Any gquestions?

Comments?

(No response.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: I would like to
also thank vyou. The tea party this week was
a big hit. The Board and the Library did a

great Jjob.
MS. McINTOSH: Thank vyou.
PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you.
The Police Chief's Report; and Chief

Arnold.
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CHIEF ARNOLD: Good evening,

everybody.

is Polic
please r
ultimate
duty. I

passed i

registra
solicito

website

As President Oakes mentioned, this
e Memorial Week. We ask that you
emember those officers who paid the

sacrifice and died in the line of
n 2023, there were 118 officers that
n the line of duty.

I want to mention that the
tion for the No Knock List for
rs has been added to the Municipal

home page. This is for people who do

not commercial solicitors coming to their

home.

they are
are not
from vyou

home.

month 1is

10:00 a

Village

the USC

When solicitors are granted a permit,
given a list of addresses where they
permitted to solicit. Only one member

r household needs to register your

The Crime Watch meeting for this

going to be on Thursday, May 16th at

.m. at the Target store at South Hills

Mall.
We are partnering with our neighbors,

Police Department, to have a

SIMMS STRNISA
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discussion on shoppers' safety. We will meet
in the Starbucks area right inside the
entrance.

Lastly, I'd 1like to acknowledge the
job that our detectives and officers did with
the Jaime Feden case i1in Las Vegas this past
month. It involved the unfortunate death of
one of our residents that was taken here from
Bethel Park.

Our officers traveled to Las Vegas
and attended and testified in the case, which
ultimately ended in a guilty verdict.

And we are very proud of our

officers. They were able to bring justice to
Jaime and her family. And we're very proud of
them. I think the Municipality should be

equally as proud.
And that's all I have tonight.
PRESIDENT OAKES: Any gquestions? Any
comments?
(No response.)
PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you, Chief.
Now the Fire Chief's Report.
MR. MARK: Good evening. My name 1is

John Mark. I'm the Second Captain for the
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Bethel Park Volunteer Fire Company.

For the month of April, we ran seven
structure fire, one cooking fire, one
Port-A-John fire, two brush fires, assisted
the EMS three times, four gas leaks, nine
water conditions, one dog sprayed by a skunk,
assisted police twice, eleven good intent
calls, 13 fire alarms, one CO alarm, and two
flood assessments; totaling 57 calls.

Through the end of April, we have
211 calls for the year. So, Just to give you
an idea, there's other departments in the
South Hills that run about that many calls an
entire year. So, we do stay very Dbusy.

The donation letters, I'm sure you
guys have seen them, gone out. We just want
to remind you the tax money goes towards the
buildings and the maintenance and upkeep of
the buildings, not the eguipment.

We basically say, 1f you turn the
buildings upside down and everything that

falls out, we have to pay for.

We have a new vehicle -- a new engine
that we're replacing that cost $870,000. So,
the original cost was a million. But we cut

SIMMS STRNISA COURT REPORTING SERVICE - 724-321-0289 - KSSREPORTING@GMAIL.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

it back to try to save some money. We know
it's tough times now. So, we did our best to
get everything that we need for it, but still
get a nice apparatus.

And the last thing the Chief wanted
me to remind you about was the open burn laws,
when everybody wants to -- you know, the
weather's breaking and everybody wants to get
out and clean up their yvards and stuff.

But you have to keep it within
reason: 15 feet from a structure, not allowed
to burn leaves and other materials like that,
vard brush.

The law i1is 3 feet wide by 3 feet long
by 2 feet high is the max that you're allowed
to have for a recreational fire.

So, other rules and regulations are
on the Department of Health -- Allegheny
County Department of Health website, if vyou
don't know them.

And the last thing, this i1is Kristin

Fonda. She is a seventh grade math and --

MS. FONDA: Learning support.

MR. MARK: -- learning support
teacher at IMS. And she has a group called Be
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Kind Kids from IMS.

And over the past several months,
they were very kind to us. Every month, we
have a monthly meeting, and they have provided
dinner for us for --

What is 1t?

MS. FONDA: In September.
MR. MARK: September.
So, we are very thankful. We Jjust

wanted to come up here and acknowledge her and
her group. They've done a fantastic job. And

we appreciate everything that they've done for

us .

(Applause.)

MR. MARK: That's all I have.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you very
much.

Okay. Now we'd like to move to the
Manager's Report; and Ms. Denne.

MS. DENNE: Yes. I had a request
that we provide -- and I work with the
Mayor -- that we were going to provide a

Proclamation for EMS Week, which 1s next week,
May 19th through 25th. And this is the 50th

anniversary of recognizing EMS.
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This Sunday, we have the

Touch-A-Truck event, which will be at the

Public Works facility. There will be mascots

from local baseball teams, Public Works, Fire,

Police, EMS trucks. That will be from 12:00
to 3:00 p.m. at the DPW garage here on Slater
Road.

Splash park passes are for sale. We
will be opening Memorial Day Weekend. So,

please, if you need to beat the crowd, get

your splash park passes ahead of time. They

are

for sale at the Community Center.

We still have a couple positions

open here at the Municipality. We have a

full-time assistant finance director. And we

have part-time positions in our Code

Enforcement Office and also at the splash

park. Please look on our website under "Human

Resources" or "Careers" for any of those

positions.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Is there any

gquestions or comments?

(No response.)
PRESIDENT OAKES: That's 1t?

MS. DENNE: That's 1it.
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PRESIDENT OAKES: All right.

Moving on now to the Mayor's Report;
and Mayor Allen.

MAYOR ALLEN: Thank you,
Mr. President.

I always have information to give the
community. But it's always special when we
have something to give back to some of the

people that make a difference here in Bethel

Park.

So, I would 1like to bring up -- well,
Ms. Flinn, 1if you could come up.

And also Girl Scout Troop 28005, 1if
you could all come up. And their troop

leaders, Amy Agostoni and Des Wynan
(phonetic) . All right.
I want to see. Do you have the

Democracy Badge? Are they on? I'd 1ike to

see what they look like. You earned 1it.
Okay.

All right. I'll turn this over to
Ms. Flinn because you were involved, so you

can tell them a little about what you did.
MS. FLINN: Thank you so much for

coming, girls. We're so excited to have vyou
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here with us.

So, I am so proud of these girls.
They've been working so hard on their
Democracy Badge for quite a few months now.
And so they've been learning about all levels
of government from federal to state to local.

And I had the honor and privilege
and opportunity to speak at one of their Troop
meetings and to share a little bit about my
experience on Council and what we do up here
and the work that we do in Bethel Park.

And I was Jjust so blown away and
impressed with their knowledge, with the
gquestions that they asked me, and, quite
honestly, their excitement and enthusiasm for
local government.

Whenever I was speaking -- I said hi
to the girls whenever they walked in. One of
them said that this is, like, the best day of
their life and a dream come true to come to
one of our Council meetings.

And so I -- I mean, 1t's not always
a party. But, I mean, we love 1it.

So, I just want to say, I'm so proud

of you guys. And keep -- keep asking the hard
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gquestions. You know, keep the excitement and
the enthusiasm to serve your community. And
keep -- keep us accountable as your leaders.

You're looking at future leaders
right here, future Council members, I think,
and state reps, senators, congresswomen, maybe
even a president some day.

So, again, Jjust keep working hard,

and just keep serving your community. There's
no action too small. You can start right now.
Start on your student government. Get

involved in your schools.

So, I'm so proud of you guys. Thank
you soO much.

(Applause.)

MAYOR ALLEN: All right. Thank you.

And who was it that's going to Dbe
president? Right.

And what did we say, you're going to
start at Mayor and work your way up?

Oh, ambassador, and work your way
up ? Okavy. Well, you can skip the Mayor part,
SO. ..

So, if I can bring you two up. I

have a certificate for you.
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And what I'm going to do, girls, 1is
get one of these certificates to each and
every one of you so you'll have 1t to put on
vour wall at home or whatever you'd like to do
with 1it.

But this is presented to Girl Scout
Troop 28005 for the completion of the
Democracy Badge and participation in the
May 13, 2024 Council meeting, awarded this
day, the 13th day of May 2024. And I signed
it, Mayor Jack Allen.

So, thank you very much.

Anybody want to say a word before I
turn it over to your leaders?

(No response.)

MAYOR ALLEN: No?

Ms. President?

Actually, if you could introduce

them.

(Whereupon, at this juncture the
Troop Leader, Ms. Agostoni, introduces all of
the Girl Scouts present.)

MAYOR ALLEN: Okavy. Did you want to

say anything, or no? You good?
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MS. AGOSTONTI: Thank vyou.

MAYOR ALLEN: Okavy.

MS. AGOSTONTI: Thank you. The girls
are excited. This is an honor.

MAYOR ALLEN: I'll give you this.

And if you give me the list, we'll take care

of that too.

MS. AGOSTONTI: Okavy.

MAYOR ALLEN: Okay. Thank you very
much.

MS. AGOSTONTI: Thank vyou.

MAYOR ALLEN: And thank you, girls,

for doing that.

(Applause.)

MAYOR ALLEN: The next thing I wanted
to mention was our Memorial Day activities.
Memorial Day, at 7:55 -- between 7:55 and
8:00, the ceremony will start out here on the
patio, the Veterans Memorial, followed at 9:00
by the parade, and 10:00 we have our ceremony
down at the cemetery.

Also, this Saturday, the 18th, we're
putting flags up 1in the cemetery. So, 1if
there's anybody that would like to help us, we

put up typically between 7- and 800 flags on
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all the gravesites.

So, if anybody can help us, that
will be at 10:00 this Saturday, the 18th. And
if for some reason it rains, we'll just delay
it one week.

Okavy. I want to mention the Farmer's
Market. It started last week at the ice rink
in South Park, and that's open between 3:00
and 7:00.

One question we've been getting 1is
on the recycle bins. O0ld recycle bins,
whether they're the black ones and the orange
ones or you have your own, you can bring them
to Public Works on Saturday -- this Saturday,

May 18th, and they will take care of that for

you.

Just throw i1t in and you'll get rid
of your old recycle. We're going to recycle
your recycle bins. And that's between 8:00

a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
And finally, girls, the splash park

is going to open in a couple weeks, on

May 25th at 11:00. We're going to open at
11:00. And you can check out our website for
details.
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We mentioned that the passes are for

sale. I think we're over 60 passes sold
already. So, they are going. And, also, the
first -- and I don't know how many. The first

people there will get little rubber duckies as
a commemorative of the splash park.

And finally, look for your edition
of the Bethel Park Chronicles. It should be
out this week. So look for it towards the end
of this week.

So, that's all I had. So, thank you
very much.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you, Mayor.

Any dgquestions or comments?

(No response.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: Okavy. Hearing
none, I'd like to move to the Approval of
Minutes; and Mr. Consolmagno.

MR. CONSOLMAGNO: I move we -- to
approve the 4/8/24 Regular Council Meeting

Minutes.

MR. JANOSIK: Second.
PRESIDENT OAKES: We have a motion
by Mr. Consolmagno and a second by Mr. Janosik

that we move the 4/8/24 Regular Council
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Roll call, please.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Consolmagno?
MR. CONSOLMAGNO: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?
PRESIDENT OAKES: Yes.

MS.

MR .

MS.

MS.

MS.

MR .

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

PRESIDENT OAKES:

carry 8 to 0.

Now,

Any guestions or

was a little

(No

PRESIDENT OAKES:

late

DENNE :

JANOSIK:

DENNE :

JENKINS:

DENNE :

ESPINAR:

DENNE :

GARIS:

DENNE :

FLINN:

Mr. Janosik?
Yes.

Mr. Jenkins?
Yes.

Mr. Espinacr?
Yes

Ms Garis?

Yes

Ms Flinn?

Yes

Minutes passed,

I'd 1like to --

response.

on that.

comments on that?

Sorry.
)

I'd like to move
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now to Bills

Mr. Consolmagno.

MR. CONSOLMAGNO:

Bill List 05132024 in the
$2,255,704.42.

MR. JANOSIK:

PRESIDENT OAKES:

Mr .

Consolmagno and a

that we approve
amount of $2,255,704.42.
Any guestions

item?
(No response.)

PRESIDENT OAKES:

MS. DENNE: Mr.
MR. CONSOLMAGNO:
MS. DENNE: Ms.
MS. KAMENICKY:

MS. DENNE: Mr.

PRESIDENT OAKES:

and Payrolls;

second by Mr.

the Bill List 05132024

or

and

I move to approve

amount of

Second.

I have a motion by

Janosik

in the

comments on this

Roll call, please.
Consolmagno?
Yes.
Kamenicky?
Yes.

Oakes?

Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
MR. JANOSIK: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mr. Jenkins?
MS. JENKINS: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mr. Espinar?

23
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MR. ESPINAR: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Garis?

MS. GARIS: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Flinn?

MS. FLINN: Yes.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Motion passes 8 to
0.

Now we move to the Residents' Comment

Section for non-agenda items.

And there's no one signed up to
speak.

Is there anyone who would like to
come up to speak?

(No response.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: Okay. Hearing
none, we're moving on now. Now there's
nothing signed -- there's nothing set on the
agenda for General Policy and Finance; Health,
Safety and Welfare; or Planning and Zoning.

So we will move on to Public Works
and Maintenance; and Ms. Flinn.

MS. FLINN: Thank you, President
Oakes.

There 1s one item under Public Works

and Maintenance tonight; the WinCan software
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25

purchase.

I move to approve the purchase of
the WinCan software for data storage of sewer
inspections and to improve workflows for the

camera truck for the yearly cost of $19,330.

MR. ESPINAR: Second.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Okavy. We have a
motion from Ms. Flinn and a second from
Mr. Espinar that we move to approve the

purchase of WinCan software for data storage
of sewer inspections and to improve workflows
for the camera truck for the yearly cost of
$19,330.

Any dgquestions or comments on this
item?

(No response.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: Hearing none, roll

call, please.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Consolmagno?
MR. CONSOLMAGNO: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?
PRESIDENT OAKES: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
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MR .

MS.

MS.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

PRESIDENT OAKES:

Is

comments?

(No

MS.

under

PRESIDENT OAKES:
MS.
wanted to mention,

is Public Works

recognize

crew.

They

incredi- --

smoothly.

Public Works

Susie

JANOSIK:

DENNE :

JENKINS:

DENNE :

ESPINAR:

DENNE :

GARIS:

DENNE :

FLINN:

there any other

response

FLINN:

FLINN:

Week.

just make
they make

And they're

Dolinar and our

Yes.
Mr. Jenkins?
Yes.

Mr. Espinar?

Yes
Ms Garis?
Yes
Ms Flinn?
Yes

Motion carries

gquestions or

-)

I have one more 1tem

and Maintenance.

Oh, sorry.

Just one extra thing I

And I'd just like

our community an
it work and run

a backbone of our

to

Public Works

26

to

that May 19th through 25th

town.
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And I
hard work and their
residents.

And don't forget,
the annual Public Works
Sunday from 12:00 to 3:00

Public Works facility.
MR. CONSOLMAGNO:
PRESIDENT OAKES:

much.

Any other guestions or

(No response.)
PRESIDENT OAKES:
I have

MR. JANOSIK:

just want to thank them for

a motion to adjourn?

all their

commitment to our

join everyone at

Touch-A-Truck on

at our beautiful

I'll second that.

Thank you very

comments?

Hearing none, can

So moved.

MR. CONSOLMAGNO: Second.
PRESIDENT OAKES: Ayes?
MR. CONSOLMAGNO: Aye.
MS. KAMENICKY: Aye.
PRESIDENT OAKES: Aye.
MR. JANOSIK: Avye.

MS. JENKINS: Aye.
PRESIDENT OAKES: Avye.

MR. ESPINAR:

MS. GARIS: Avye.

Avye.
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MS. FLINN: Avye.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank vyou.

good night, everyone.

(Whereupon, the meeting was

at 7:55 p.m.)

28

And

adjourned
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C E R T T F I C A T E

I hereby certify that the transcript
of the proceedings and evidence contained
herein are a true and accurate transcription of
my stenographic notes taken by me at the Bethel
Park Council Regular Meeting of the within
cause, taken on May 13, 2024, and that the
transcription was reduced to printing under my
direction, and that this is a true and correct

transcript of the same.

DATE

6/3/24 Kim  Sdmmsi®s g
Certified Court Reporter
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